
Coastal Resource  
Study Finds That Marine Life Thrives
in Reefs Anchored by Offshore Oil Rigs

By Juliet Hidalgo 

the oil rigs scattered along the southern california coast are not known for their aesthetic beauty. but hidden 
below the surface, the mass of pipes, girders and industrial functionality harbor something unexpected — 
stunning reefs teeming with fish and other ocean wildlife.  

The platforms support thriving underwater ecosystems. 
With the oil supply under the platforms dwindling, many of the platforms are coming to the end of their 

economic lifespan, raising an important question: What should be done with these structures that have 
become some of the most productive habitats for marine life?

Jeremy Claisse, an assistant professor of biological sciences at Cal Poly Pomona and a marine ecologist, 
has been working alongside the U.S. Bureau of Ocean Energy Management (BOEM) to determine the best 
course of action. BOEM, which works to protect the environment while ensuring the safe development of 
offshore energy and marine mineral resources, awarded Claisse and his colleagues a $100,000 grant to 
evaluate the structures as fish habitats.  

Claisse does that by analyzing data collected by collaborators at the UC Santa Barbara Marine Science 
Institute and BOEM, which have used small submarines to survey the life surrounding the platforms since 1995.

He found that the rigs are 27 times more productive than natural rock reefs off the California coast. 
Because they are very tall and structurally complex, they provide an array of habitats for fish and invertebrates. 

Once a rig stops operating, however, the task of either removing the platform structure entirely or 
leaving part of it in the water to continue functioning as a man-made reef is both technically challenging 
and very expensive. 

“One option is to remove the top portion of the structures to allow for boats to pass, while leaving the 
rest of the underwater structure to remain as fish habitat,” Claisse says. “This would save the oil companies 
money, with some of those savings contributing to a trust to fund marine research and conservation. Another 
option is to remove the platform altogether, which is what the oil companies originally agreed to do, but this 
would pretty much result in a complete loss of the fish and the habitat.”

With a $40,000 grant awarded in 2016 from the University of Southern California Sea Grant Program, 
Claisse will continue this research and also hire a master’s student to assist. 

“We hope to provide more insight into what drives high rates of production for both natural and man-
made reef habitats along our coastline,” he says. 

The study may provide additional ways of modifying the structures to turn them into productive marine 
habitats and improve the life of the surrounding ocean.

Juliet Hidalgo (’93, communication) is the communications specialist at the College of Science.  
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A study found that the tall underwater 
structures of oil rigs are more productive 
than natural deep-water rocky reefs.      
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If it’s been a while since your last 
visit to campus, here’s a sampling 
of what you might have missed in 
the past five, 10 or 40 years.

The College of Business Administration 
moved into its new home in 2012 — a 
complex of three buildings, which includes 
classrooms, offices and auditoriums.

Innovation Brew Works opened in 2015, 
serving a variety of beers brewed by 
students and a café-style menu. It is 
the first on-campus pub since Blazing 
Saddles opened in 1977. 

A new parking structure with 2,378 
spaces opened on the northeast side of 

campus in 2007. The facility includes 
offices for University Police and Parking & 

Transportation Services. 

The $150-million Campaign for Cal Poly 
Pomona was launched in 2008. The 

campaign concluded six years later with 
$160 million raised from 17,000 donors.

Students’ lunch options improved on 
campus in 2004 with the renovation 
of the Campus Center. A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony was held for the remodeled 
Bronco Student Center in 2003.

The Residential Suites (Phase I) opened 
next to the athletics fields in 2003, later 
winning a Merit Award in Residential 
Architecture magazine.

The John T. Lyle Center for 
Regenerative Studies opened in 1994, 

introducing a new living community 
dedicated to sustainable ecological, 

social and economic systems.

The iconic CLA Building broke 
ground on March 22, 1991, and 

opened two years later.
 

Associated Students Inc. moved its offices 
into the newly converted Kellogg Arabian 
Stables in 1981. Today, the area is known 
as Univerity Plaza and is the hub for the 
Office of Student Life & Cultural Centers.

The College of Science building, 
constructed at a cost of $8.5 million, is 
dedicated in October 1976.
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Looking Back
Art students celebrate the completion of a service-learning project 
in 2014 to design the website for the Pomona Historical Society. The 
project was part of the Center for Community Engagement’s 75 Acts 
of Kindness initiative, inspired by the university’s 75th anniversary.
Submitted by Kaylin Murray (’15, graphic design)

UPLOAD
Share photos from your student experience at Cal Poly Pomona. 
Email alumni@cpp.edu 
or mail to Public Affairs 
Cal Poly Pomona
3801 W. Temple Ave., Pomona, CA 91768

Degrees of 
Philanthropy
Leaving a Legacy for Student Success 
Binds Longtime and First-Time Donors 

By Gary Fong 

 Their time on campus was separated by 
decades, but a common thread runs through Gary 
Inouye (’79, soil science) and Alexandria Turner (’16, 
hospitality management). 

They are Cal Poly Pomona alumni who are 
committed to student success. Inouye has been a 
university donor for nearly two decades, while Turner 
is making her first entry into philanthropy. 

Inouye retired in 2013 after a 26-year career at 
aerospace giant Raytheon, working on projects that 
ranged from lasers to satellites, but his initial career 
trajectory was more down to earth. After graduating, 
he went to work for the U.S. Forest Service in the rural 
expanse of John Day, Oregon, for four years. 

“Soil science requires a lot of chemistry. In 
the Forest Service, it was very useful. I used that 
same chemistry background while I was working 
in aerospace,” Inouye says. “I worked in the labs at 
Raytheon and I was able to apply the skills I learned at 
Cal Poly Pomona to my work.” 

When Inouye attended Cal Poly Pomona, the main 
expense was state fees, which he says were about 
$50 per quarter. Today, students pay about $2,400 per 
quarter. As a College of Agriculture supporter for the 
last 18 years, Inouye knows that gifts to the university 
can help ease the financial burden that students face.

“It’s important for me to have this connection 
to Cal Poly Pomona. What this is really all about is 
helping other people,” Inouye says. “It makes a big 
difference if I make a contribution. It’s paying back and 
it’s also investing in the future.”

On the other end of the spectrum, Turner is a 
member of the new generation of donors.   

She works in Disneyland’s Southern California 
tourist sales department, which caters to families 
visiting the theme park. Turner is still establishing her 
career but says that philanthropy is not limited by age 
or salary.  

“Having well-educated people helps our society. 
Even though recent grads don’t have much money right 
now, it’s good to give back,” Turner says. “That sum 
can grow into something larger.”

 Turner, who co-chaired the 2016 Senior Class Gift 
Committee [See news story on Page 3], says that she 
learned about giving back after a crisis at home. 

“We had a situation in my family that involved 
health issues. After that, we wanted to give back in 
any way we could. We know what other people go 
through,” Turner says. “It’s always in my mind to either 
give back monetarily or through acts of service.”

That set her on a philanthropic path. 
“Cal Poly Pomona is a special place,” she says. “I 

gave not because I wanted to see the gift grow. I gave 
because it needed to be done.”

Gary Fong is a senior communications specialist in the Office of Public Affairs.

Stay up to date on campus news, alumni events and 
networking opportunities. To subscribe to the monthly 
PolyAlumni email, visit www.cpp.edu/alumni/subscribe.
 facebook.com/CPPAlumni
 twitter.com/CPPAlumni
 linkedin.com/groups/108072
 instagram.com/cppalumni
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