
President’s Weekly Video 
April 14, 2014 
 
Hello, everyone. 
 
With Cesar Chavez Day and a heavy travel schedule, I have not had the 
opportunity to welcome you to spring quarter! If you caught yesterday's 75th 
anniversary play Special K, you know the production has helped keep me busy. It 
was an honor joining the cast. Like I told them backstage, it was a real challenge 
getting into character was a real challenge -- even if I was playing myself. 
 
If the past few weeks are any indication, this will be a fast moving and productive 
term! 
  

*** 
 
We have learned more about the victims of the horrific bus accident last Thursday 
that involved high school students and staff headed to Humboldt State University 
for a campus tour. What was supposed to be a trip exploring bright futures 
became a tragic story of lives lost too soon.  
 
The dead include five students from area high schools, three staff, the bus driver, 
and the FedEx truck driver. They were bright young minds, neighbors, alumni of 
local universities, and a part of our network of believers in higher education. 
 
If you have been impacted by this tragedy, we have resources at Cal Poly Pomona 
to support you. Students are encouraged to call Counseling and Psychological 
Services at the number below [(909) 869-3220]. Employees can reach out to their 
supervisors or utilize our new employee assistance service, CPP Life Matters 
[www.csupomona.edu/~employee-assist].  
 

*** 
 

Incidents such as these remind us that while we can’t predict a crisis, we can 
prepare for them.  
 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~employee-assist


At Cal Poly Pomona, we use an emergency notification system that can send 
alerts through phone calls, emails, text messages, and computer notifications. 
 
The spring quarter Safety Alert System Test will be on Thursday at 10 a.m.  
 
Learn more by visiting the campus safety and emergency information website 
below. [www.csupomona.edu/safety] 
 

*** 
 
When you hear about “solar-powered sea slugs,” it might sound like something 
out of a science fiction movie, but they are real. AND they are the focus of Biology 
Professor Ángel Valdés’s research here at Cal Poly Pomona. From new anti-cancer 
drugs to the effects of ocean pollution, there is much we can learn from these 
unusual creatures. 
 
A new 500-thousand-dollar grant from the National Science Foundation will help 
Dr. Valdés continue his research. It will also be used to train students to study 
marine life in coming years.  
 

*** 
 
Last Friday, we celebrated our faculty and staff donors during a special morning 
program.  
 
Nearly 700 faculty and staff have made the decision to contribute to the 
Campaign for Cal Poly Pomona.  
 
This academic year alone, they have supported 9 scholarship funds, 8 
endowments, 33 departments, 39 programs and many more services and 
initiatives across campus!   
 
Once again, I’d like to thank them for supporting our students each day and for 
supporting our first comprehensive campaign! 
 

*** 

http://www.csupomona.edu/safety


Speaking of student support, our annual fundraiser, the Southern California 
Tasting and Auction, is now sold out! This year, we will host a record-breaking 13-
hundred guests as they enjoy the region’s best food, wine and beer.  
 
For those of you who purchased tickets, thank you for your support. The 75th 
anniversary edition of the Tasting and Auction will be nothing short of 
spectacular! 
 

*** 
 
As students are preparing to enter the work force, some need help to prepare for 
job interviews and career fairs.  
 
You can give our students a hand by donating new or gently used professional 
attire, like suits and dresses, for the Career Center’s Clothes Closet event on 
Thursday, April 24th.   
 
The Career Center will also be hosting workshops on how to jumpstart careers 
and network on April 15th and 16th.  
 
For more information, contact the Career Center. [www.csupomona.edu/~career] 
 

*** 
 
In sports, the women’s basketball team closed its stellar season in the semi-final 
round of the NCAA Division II Tournament. All-American Jada Blackwell earned a 
spot on the All-Tournament Team.  
 
Congratulations to the team and its coaches. I could not be more proud of their 
performance. Whether they were 10 points ahead or 10 points behind, they 
played hard from beginning to end. They also worked hard in the classroom! Our 
student athletes have maintained an overall GPA of 3.04!  
 
Our spring sports are prepared for another exciting season. The Bronco baseball 
team is now ranked seventh nationally. Track and field also has four student-
athletes ranked in the top 10 nationally. Visit the Bronco Athletics website to stay 
up to date on our teams. [www.broncoathletics.com] 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~career
http://www.broncoathletics.com/


 
*** 

 
We also have great events coming up.  
 
Former U.S. Secretary of Labor Hilda Solis -- our campus scholar-in-residence -- 
will be speaking about her experiences growing up in La Puente and making her 
way to the nation’s capital. The event will be in the Library during U-hour on 
Tuesday.  
 
Visit the university master calendar to learn about more campus events.  
 

*** 
 
Have a wonderful week, everyone! And, go Broncos! 


