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Good afternoon, everyone! 
 

*** 
Cal Poly Pomona, with its mission of access, is joining a growing number of 
colleges and universities offering free classes online. This spring quarter, the 
university will launch its very first massive open online course, or MOOC.  
 
Mechanical engineering Professor Paul Nissenson is spearheading the class, which 
teaches basic computer programming. The class has no cost and is open to the 
public. Registration is open now.  
 

*** 
Living in the greater Los Angeles area, we know very well how important 
transportation is to our way of life. 

We have two Civil Engineering faculty members who have received a steady flow 
of grants to explore traffic safety in California. Most recently, Dr. Wen Cheng 
received 100-thousand-dollars from the State of California, Office of Traffic Safety 
for a one year study of collision rates in different cities and counties. Dr. Xudong 
Jia received 43-thousand-dollars from UC Berkeley and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation for a one-year project to support educational programs in 
transportation engineering and planning. 

These are just two examples of the important work of our teacher scholars, who 
stay current in the issues in their fields and provide our students an unparalleled 
understanding of theory AND practice.  

*** 

In the College of Science, an exciting new program aims to bridge the gap 
between a Cal Poly Pomona education and life after graduation. The Biological 



Training in Education and Research Scholars Program, also known as BioTiER, will 
provide students pursuing a master's degree in biology with seminars, workshops 
and roundtables with alumni in one of three educational tracks. Advisors to the 
program include Jarrod O’Leary, director of microbiology at the pharmaceutical 
company Med-Pharmex; David Mirman, the chair of the biological sciences 
department at Mt. SAC; and Greg Payne, the director of the Ph.D. admissions 
program at UCLA.  
 
Students participating in the program will each be awarded a 10-thousand-dollar 
scholarship made possible by a National Science Foundation grant of 600-
thousand-dollars. 
 

*** 
 
Our students continue to perform well in competitions.  
 
The Coalition for Adequate School Housing just announced its Student Design 
Award recipients. For the second year in a row, Cal Poly Pomona architecture 
students won all three awards. Congratulations to Kristy Yeh, Gabby Uvidia, and 
Celia Bentsen. 
 
The competition was open to all accredited schools of architecture in the state. 
On our campus, the projects were part of a comprehensive design studio 
coordinated by professor Irma Ramirez along with faculty members Dennis 
McFadden, Nadim Itani, and Barry Milofsky; as well as an allied lecture course 
taught by professors Gary McGavin and Hofu Wu. 
 

*** 
Speaking of competitions, the College of Science is sponsoring a contest called 
"Project Blue" in honor of the 75th anniversary of the university.  
 
The college invited students to a creative exercise that would re-envision Kellogg 
Creek as a campus centerpiece.  



 
Organizers just announced winners of the first phase of the competition: a team 
of landscape architecture graduate students, Whitney Redfield and Flor Mota. 
 
More information about the Project Blue Student Competition, which consists of 
three phases, is available on the 75th anniversary web site. 
 

*** 
 
As you know, Cal Poly Pomona emphasizes hands-on learning. This is true across 
all disciplines. For future teachers, this means working full time in the classroom 
as a part of clinical practice. To support these teacher candidates during this busy 
time, the Partners in Education board awards scholarships to credential students 
each year. Last week, the board gave 17 scholarships of $5,000 each to deserving 
students. When you hear these students speak about the passion with which they 
approach teaching, you would have to agree that their future students will be in 
good hands. 
 

*** 
 
The Bronco baseball team raised its record to 10 and 0 by sweeping nationally 
ranked CSU Monterey Bay in 4 games this weekend. They came back from deficits 
in the last 3 games, eking out one win during the final at bat, another in extra 
innings and a third game in the bottom of the 8th inning. They brought to life the 
old adage: It’s not over ‘til it’s over. Congratulations to coach Randy Betten and 
the team. 
 

*** 
This week, we have numerous campus events to enjoy, including the Philip Clark 
Memorial Scholarship concert on Wednesday and a hospitality career expo on 
Thursday.  
 



Learn more on the university’s events calendar. Just go to the home page and 
click ‘Calendar.’ 
 

*** 
 
Keep up the great work, Broncos!  


