
Monday’s Message – December 5, 2011 
 
Greetings everyone…  
 
It’s Monday of finals week, so I thought we would take my video crew on the road again. Today 
I’m standing in one of the busiest labs on campus. Here, literally dozens of students are 
spending every waking hour working on their final project. Now, I know our faculty expect finals 
to be completed by the end of this week, but these students get a little more time. You see, 
their final isn’t graded until January 2, when tens of millions of people get a chance to see what 
they created. 
 
Welcome to the Rose Float lab. This is perhaps the most diverse learning-centered organization 
in higher education. Where else are electrical engineers learning about marketing and publicity, 
or hospitality management majors discovering welding and computer animation? Where else 
can a landscape architect understand how to feed 60 people on $60 dollars? Every year for the 
past 63 years, our students have joined forces with San Luis Obispo to create the most 
significant learn-by-doing project imaginable, set on a worldwide stage. Over six-plus decades, 
we have captured more than 45 trophies. 
 
Today I want congratulate our Rose Floaters, past and present. But I also want to address an 
important fundraising campaign initiative. Simply put, these students are working on perhaps 
our most public project in extremely poor conditions. They are consistently exposed to the 
elements at a time of the year when rain is a constant threat. This is an open-air warehouse 
where expensive equipment is at risk, coupled with inadequate student work space. It is our 
intent to build an enclosed facility that will give current and future generations of Rose Floaters 
an appropriate learning laboratory. This will require support from our alumni and friends in the 
community who recognize the importance of this unique program. In the coming weeks, I will 
be sharing with everyone the ways to get involved and support one of our crown jewels. I hope 
you will remember the Rose Float during the holiday season – and, of course, on January 2, 
2012.  
 

* 
 
I have another call to action on a subject all too familiar. The California State University’s 
budget has plummeted nearly $1 billion since 2007-08, forcing us to increase our 
undergraduate tuition fees to keep our heads above water. Even with continued increases in 
student tuition fees, the CSU has been unable to generate enough revenue to keep pace with 
the drop in state funding – the loss is simply too large. It is time for the state to stand behind its 
commitment to public higher education. 
 
For the current fiscal year, tuition fee increases raised approximately $300 million, but the 
CSU’s budget was cut $650 million, with another $100-million cut looming.  This would reduce 
the CSU’s state funding by 27 percent year over year. Moreover, these cuts come when 
demand for college is increasing, as you can see on your screen. 



 
California and Governor Brown must make reinvesting in the CSU and higher education a 
priority if we want to keep opportunity alive for today’s students.  The Governor will decide in 
the next 60 days on his proposed budget for 2012-13, and now is the time to be heard. 
 
I am calling on you to visit the link on your screen (http://bit.ly/reinvestCSU) and participate in 
a statewide communication effort to the Governor. Not only are additional cuts unacceptable, 
we must reverse the trend and put funding back into the CSU. We need to be heard in 
Sacramento right now – loud and clear. 

* 
 
A special note of congratulations: The California Music Educators Association has recognized 
our own Janine Riveire with the 2012 John Swain College/University Educator Award.  The 
honor is presented to a California music professor in recognition of his or her unique 
contributions to music education. Our music department chair, Iris Levine, was the 2011 
recipient of the Swain award. 
 

* 
One of the most beautiful places to visit during the holidays is Kellogg House Pomona. The 
annual holiday open house is scheduled for Sunday, December 11 from noon to 2 p.m. The 
house is decorated with lights, Christmas trees, nutcracker soldiers and hanging lanterns. 
Visitors can go on a self-guided tour of the house, as well as learn about W.K. Kellogg and the 
history of the campus. There will be live music and refreshments. 
 

* 
 
Many of you remember when the campus was faced with intermittent power outages last June. 
At that time, Southern California Edison was required to perform urgent repairs on their 
electrical equipment. One of the outcomes of that project was the critical need to repair our 
high-voltage electrical equipment. Ever-declining state funds have caused us to defer 
maintenance across campus, but this issue could not wait any longer. 
 
This project requires that power to the campus be shut down. To efficiently complete these 
repairs, we elected to close the campus beginning the morning of Tuesday, December 27th and 
running through the afternoon of Friday, December 30th. Campus buildings will not be 
operational during this time. Facilities Management has worked with individual departments 
across campus to provide power generation in a few locations that maintain critical functions 
and sustain research, animals, public safety and property.   
 
Faculty, staff and students are asked to remain off campus during that time.  Internet access to 
e-mail and blackboard will be available via remote connection. Before you leave for the holiday 
break, please make sure that you: 
 

http://capwiz.com/csupomona/issues/alert/?alertid=57502531
http://bit.ly/reinvestCSU


 Unplug any and all electronic devices in your office, including computers, printers and 
scanners. 

 Remove all food from refrigerators and freezers, and then be sure they are unplugged.  
 
Upon your return on January 3, we expect that our electrical infrastructure will be better 
positioned to support the campus community. More information will be made available via 
PolyCentric. Thank you in advance for your patience. 
 

* 
 
And speaking of closure, this seems like the right time to bring today’s message to an end. 
When asked about the holidays, Helen Keller once said that “the best and most beautiful things 
in the world cannot be seen or even touched. They must be felt with the heart." So from our 
hearts to yours, enjoy a wonderful holiday break. 
 


