
Monday’s Message – November 8, 2010 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
As I have said repeatedly, while the state budget is an improvement over last year’s, it by no means 
addresses all of our fiscal challenges. The governor and the legislature attempted to address the access 
problem which was created by the budget reduction but a significant portion of our funding this year 
was based on one-time federal stimulus funds. We need to ensure that the one-time funding used to 
admit thousands of students systemwide continues in order to provide them the classes and services 
that they will need to be successful.   
 
There are some high-profile items on the CSU Board of Trustees agenda that you should be aware of. 
This week, the board will vote on a two-step increase in tuition in order to support the additional 
students, create greater financial certainty, and give our students and families more time for financial 
planning. 
 
The plan calls for a five percent mid-year increase for 2010-11. The board adopted an initial 5 percent 
tuition increase this past June. This was based on the State Assembly’s proposal to buy out an additional 
five percent increase as part of the governor's budget.  But since this was not included in the final 2010-
11 budget, the board must now revisit this issue to protect course sections, class sizes and student 
services for the winter and spring quarters. 
 
If the mid-year increase meets board approval, the total undergraduate tuition for 2010-11 will be 
$4,440 per year. There will be no retroactive increase for fall quarter. 
 
The second step comes from a 10 percent increase in tuition for 2011-12 in order to provide more fiscal 
certainty.  We need to ensure we can provide adequate courses and services to our current students, as 
well as serve those coming to our campuses in the spring. It’s our hope we can avoid implementing next 
year’s 10 percent tuition increase by including it in our annual budget request.  It’s important to 
remember that for every dollar in increased tuition, the system only receives two thirds with the 
remainder going into financial aid. 
 
About half of our students will not be affected by the tuition increase thanks to financial aid, grants and 
federal tax credits.  While the CSU continues to be one of the lowest cost public university systems in 
the country, it will still have an impact on our students and their families.   
 

 
 
Our ever diminishing state resources only elevate the need for this university to increase external 
funding. The $150 million dollar comprehensive campaign puts us on the right path and I am excited to 
say that we have raised roughly $80 million dollars toward our goal. Last Friday, we hosted a special 
event in the historic stables with 150 close friends and alumni to celebrate the launch of the public 
phase of the campaign and to inspire their participation. I know this campaign is going to be a great 
success story because of the number of people from across campus are stepping up and wanting to get 
involved.  
 



For the past month, the team in Facilities Management has been giving the historic stables a dramatic 
facelift. For Cal Poly Pomona, this venue is truly a cathedral. I hope you take the time to visit and see 
how it came out. The work put in was extraordinary and W.K. himself would be proud. 
 
All of this activity in the stables certainly impacted the day jobs of everyone who works on site. I want to 
recognize and thank all of the folks in the Offices of Student Life and Cultural Centers, ASI and the Dean 
of Students, for your patience and support.  
 
When you have the premier hospitality management program in the country, you know you’ll have a 
great dining experience. The Collins College faculty, staff and students, led by Chef Scott Rudolph, put on 
a great show. I also want to thank Chef Jose Rodriguez and his team at Kellogg West for their efforts at 
the reception. 
 
And last but certainly not least, let me celebrate the work of our special events office in university 
advancement. They pulled a very complicated event together, giving our guests a phenomenal 
experience. It was unlike anything we have ever done. Congratulations! 
 
No one was more impressed than one of our premier guests: Mr. Sterling Speirn, the President and CEO 
of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Because this was his first visit to campus, he had never personally seen 
any of the things that we have accomplished on Mr. Kellogg’s ranch. The evening included some 
inspirational comments from Mr. Speirn, as well as Professor Toni Humber, Renaissance Scholar 
Stephanie Serrano and campaign Vice Chair Mickey Segal. Here’s a look:  
 

 
 
Let me close by congratulating one of our distinguished programs.  
 
Our graduate program in the College of Business Administration has been noted as one of the best in 
the nation by the Princeton Review. The publication noted that our polytechnic approach to learning 
makes for a unique, more interactive, MBA experience. Students refer to it as a "hands on MBA" 
program where professors engage students with class discussions and group presentations. Through the 
course of the program, students receive solid preparation in general management and teamwork as well 
as communication, presentation and computer skills. 
 
 
And the fall quarter continues… Have a great week! 
 
 

 


