
Monday’s Message – October 3, 2011 
 
Hello Everyone…  
 
The Fall Quarter is off to a fantastic start, with one of the most energetic groups of students 
that I can ever recall, led by 5,200 new faces. Thank you for tuning in today as I begin a new 
year of video messages. 
 
Over the first two weeks of the quarter, we have a set record pace for involvement. I hope you 
were among the 1,000-plus people that attended Convocation or were able to participate in 
presentations on the future of technology in higher education, the Graduation Initiative, the 
role of advising, the Affordable Learning Initiative and the Advance Grant roundtable 
discussion. A synopsis of the all of the events is available via PolyCentric. 
 
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/09/workshops-initiatives-fc2011.html 
 

*  
Speaking of records, more than 2,600 students took part in Bronco Fusion on Wednesday, 
September 21st. If you are new to Cal Poly Pomona, Bronco Fusion is a daylong event to 
celebrate the start of the academic year and help transition new students to campus life. The 
day includes a welcome mixer, interactive workshops, a club and support services fair, and 
open houses.  
 

*  
 
Hundreds of faculty, staff and students joined Betty and me at our annual Cal Poly Pomona Day 
at the L.A. County Fair. The festivities included a parade throughout the fairgrounds, with 
entries from the Rose Float, intercollegiate athletics, our Formula SAE and Baja cars, as well as a 
team of our Arabian horses, among others. I want to thank Dr. Byron Howlett in the Office of 
Student Life for coordinating our efforts this year. It was a lot of fun and a great way to 
celebrate the university in the community. According to all of the Fair Board, this was the best 
college day of the year, perhaps of all time. Be sure to mark your calendar for next year at this 
time. 
 

* 
 
We have a lot of traditions associated with the fall quarter. Congratulations to the Cal Poly 
Pomona Foundation for another great Hot Dog Caper. According to my sources, we dished out 
more than 15,000 regular hot dogs and 2,300 veggie dogs to about 10,000 students. Clearly, 
one was not enough. They washed it down with more than 12,000 cans of Pepsi. This was the 
28th year of the Hot Dog Caper, a true institution at Cal Poly Pomona. I would especially like to 
thank the 500-plus campus volunteers that make this event a huge success. 
 

*  
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This side of Commencement, the weekend of October 15th and 16th is perhaps the busiest of 
the year. During these two days, we host several major events that bring tens of thousands of 
people to campus. It starts off early Saturday with the Pumpkin Festival and Matt’s Run, both 
which get underway at 8 a.m.  
 
The Pumpkin Festival offers a chance to pick pumpkins from the patch, eat a pancake breakfast 
and enjoy entertainment and games. It’s a wonderful time for the entire family. The College of 
Agriculture always puts on a great event, which runs both Saturday and Sunday. For more 
information, visit the website on your screen. 
 
http://www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore/pumpkin-festival.shtml 
  
Matt’s Run is a 5k run/walk that celebrates the life of Matt Myers and raises money for 
scholarships. After his passing, Matt’s parents collaborated with the university to sponsor an 
event that highlights his interest in running and his desire to make a difference. In past years, 
the Matthew Myers Memorial Fund has awarded dozens of scholarships to students who 
demonstrate the will to succeed and the desire to serve in their communities – students like 
Matt. 
 
If you want to participate, you still have time. You can register online at 
http://www.mattsrun.org/. You don’t have to be a competitive runner to participate; just be 
willing to have a great time.  
 
The Insect Fair is another special event on Saturday the 15th. It will feature nearly half a million 
live and preserved insects – everything from stunning butterflies to creepy crawlers that you 
can’t take your eyes off. The doors open at 9 a.m., and proceeds support the Agricultural 
Biology Club, which caters to students interested in entomology and environmental health. 
 
And it doesn’t stop there. Poly Palooza is our annual Preview Day for future Broncos and their 
parents. The event begins at 9 a.m. on Saturday the 15th and continues until 3 p.m. The event 
includes information sessions on choosing a major, admissions requirements, the Kellogg 
Honors College, residential life, financial aid, scholarships, and much more. 
 
This year, we have added a special session geared specifically to parents and family members to 
discuss issues and questions of importance related to college admissions and enrollment in the 
current budget environment. If you have family or friends that are interested in attending Cal 
Poly Pomona, let them know that the program begins promptly at 9 a.m. You can get more 
information as well as register online. http://dsa.csupomona.edu/admissions/previewday.asp 
 

* 
 
I want to take a few moments to recognize Mayra Mendoza, a credential student and our 2011 
Hearst/CSU Trustee Scholarship recipient.  
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Mayra is the foundation of her family. Her single mother does not speak English, so she 
depends on Mayra to translate and complete paperwork for her housecleaning service, pay the 
bills, assist with doctor appointments and help raise Mayra’s siblings. Mayra’s brother, Danny, 
has Down’s syndrome. As his advocate, she is an integral part of his education. Mayra credits 
her brother with inspiring her to become a special education teacher.  
 
At Cal Poly Pomona, Mayra has served as the president of the Liberal Studies Club and vice 
president of the College of Education and Integrative Studies Council. She volunteers at an 
elementary school to help children with moderate disabilities learn to read. The entire Cal Poly 
Pomona community can take great pride in Mayra’s accomplishments. Congratulations! 
 

* 
 
That’s all I have for today. I am going to have to skip next week but I’ll be back on October 17th. 
Thanks for listening and take care. 
 
 
 


