
Midsummer Message – July, 2011 
 
Hello everyone. Over the past few weeks, our elected officials in Sacramento and the CSU 
Board of Trustees have finalized decisions that will guide our budget and operations process for 
the 2011-12 academic year. During my tenure in California, I cannot recall too many times 
when we had a budget in the first month of the fiscal year. But that’s where we are today. 
 
By now you know that the outcome for the CSU was not good. The Governor’s signed budget 
resulted in a $650 million dollar cut to the California State University system. For Cal Poly 
Pomona, that roughly equates to $31.5 million dollars. The CSU also faces an additional midyear 
cut of $100 million if state revenue forecasts are not met. 
 
As a result, the Board of Trustees was forced to make the difficult decision of raising tuition an 
additional 12 percent -- or $196 per quarter for full-time undergraduates -- effective this fall. 
The system-wide annual tuition fee for full-time undergraduates will rise to $5,472 dollars. 
 
Raising tuition is the last thing anybody wanted. But without that increase, the road to 
graduation would have been extended by miles. Cal Poly Pomona would have immediately 
been forced to make dramatic and unprecedented cuts to instruction, student services, 
operations and personnel. Our academic experience would change overnight. 
 
That said, I am sure that many students are wondering today how they are going to afford 
college. Our state’s economic struggles and the high unemployment rate are forcing many 
students to reconsider their options. To those of you facing such challenges, help is available. 
One-third of the revenue from the tuition increase will be allocated for financial aid. An 
estimated 170,000 students -- almost half of all CSU undergraduates -- will be fully covered for 
the tuition increase thanks to this provision and other grants and fee waivers.  
 
In addition, many students and families not fully covered by financial aid will benefit from 
federal tax credits available for those with family incomes of up to $180,000. Since 2007, total 
yearly financial aid to CSU students has increased by almost $800 million. 
 
So if you are thinking that college has become unaffordable, please reach out to our Office of 
Financial Aid, which has answers for almost every student, no matter what the circumstances.  
 
The tuition increase will not completely offset the cut in state support. The state budget crisis 
long ago forced this university to become extremely prudent in its spending practices, so as to 
best protect students and personnel through times like now. We have slashed operational 
expenses, reduced course sections, kept many vacated positions unfilled, and restricted travel 
and faculty scholarship opportunities. None of this was easy, but today I am thankful we did. It 
means we should be able to give our enrolled students the types of courses they need to be 
successful. And while we clearly cannot expand programs or elevate compensation, at this 
point I don’t foresee anything out of the ordinary. 

 



 
What I do anticipate is a great kickoff to the new year. Fall Conference begins on Monday, 
September 19 with Convocation at 8 a.m. in the Bronco Student Center. Until then, have a great 
summer. 


