
Monday’s Message – June 4, 2012 
SPRING 2012 YEAR END MESSAGE 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
What a great time of year! Everywhere across campus, we are readying ourselves for our single 
biggest event – Commencement. Banners have been hung, our landscaping is immaculate, and 
future graduates are wrapping up their final exams. Commencement is so much more than a 
special event. It’s the celebration of our core mission. And it all begins this Friday afternoon. 
 

* 
Since we are talking graduation, I want to share our progress on the university’s single most 
important program – the Graduation Initiative. 
 
On May 23 in the University Library, faculty and staff got an up-close look at what several 
faculty members have done to improve students’ performance and comprehension in key, 
foundational courses. By enriching the curriculum and providing new resources, these faculty 
are helping to ensure that students remain on a path to success. This process of enrichment, of 
course, will not be accomplished in one or two quarters, but will become part of the culture of 
the university. I congratulate professors Chris Chen in mechanical engineering, Steve McCauley 
in physics and Zekeriya Aliyazicioglu in electrical and computer engineering for their 
contributions. 
 
The Graduation Initiative includes several other elements, including advising, student 
engagement and data analysis. Expect to hear much more about these efforts in the upcoming 
academic year. 
 

* 
Last month, the Chancellor’s Office hosted a special webcast of the System Budget Advisory 
Committee. The presentation offered a number of draconian options now facing the Board of 
Trustees, including consolidation of services, discontinuation of programs and even campus 
closures. Whether any of these things come to pass will ultimately rest on the voters. If 
Governor Brown’s tax initiative fails in November, the CSU would receive a $250 million dollar 
trigger cut. That is roughly $11.75 million for Cal Poly Pomona. 
 
This spring, the CSU will graduate almost 100,000 job-ready students. That picture may change 
dramatically given the continuing drop in state support.  Each of these graduates will enter our 
workforce with the education and hands-on experience they need to be contributors to the 
state’s economic well-being.  With further budget reductions on the table, however, we are in 
danger of graduating fewer students.   
 
What can you do? There are a couple of things. One is to directly communicate with your 
elected officials. We have a special website, now on your screen, which enables you to identify 



your representatives and communicate that cuts to the CSU will irreparably damage the future 
of California. http://capwiz.com/csupomona/home/ 
 
The second is simple enough – vote. We know what happens if the governor’s tax initiative fails. 
If those consequences are unacceptable to you, inform your family and friends. Make your 
voice heard. Current and future students are counting on you. 
 

* 
Alright, now let’s jump to some good news. I will go as far as say GREAT NEWS for those who 
frequently commute to and from campus. The City of Pomona will fund a complete 
rehabilitation of South Campus Drive, with brand new asphalt running from Temple Avenue all 
the way to Ridgeway Street. In addition, the city will resurface Temple Avenue from Valley Blvd 
to University Avenue, and Valley Blvd from Temple to the Spadra Landfill. 
 
The South Campus Drive project will be done in phases. The first phase of construction will 
begin on June 18, just two weeks from today. The contractor will start on the section of South 
Campus Drive between Temple and Kellogg. The second phase will run from Kellogg Drive to 
East Campus Drive. And the final stage will go from the 57 Freeway overpass all the way to 
Ridgeway Street. We expect this project to be completed by late October of this year. 
 
The Temple Avenue project will begin in early July and finish up by late August. The work on 
Valley Blvd will commence on July 23 and also finish in late August. 
 
There is no question that the construction will cause access delays in the coming months. Still, 
this is marvelous news for us because these roads have been in need of repair for years. And 
the project will be completely sponsored by the city.  
 

* 
You have heard me say this before: We have a marvelous group of student athletes. We know 
that they win on the field of play, but they are also stars in the classroom. Four of our teams 
had cumulative grade point averages north of 3.0. Cross-country athletes Tiffany Dinh and 
Diana Zapata, women’s basketball standouts Rosslyn Beard and Megan Ford, Clark Selters from 
men's cross country, and Michelle Nava from the women’s soccer team all earned Academic 
All-America honors. 
 
And five student athletes were named to their respective national All-America teams, including  
Tiffany Dinh, Megan Ford, Luis Gonzalez in men's soccer, Geoff Broussard in baseball and Jacob 
Deavers in men's track and field. 
 

* 
Today marks my final video message of the academic year. This has been an emotional year for 
Betty and me, filled with highs and lows. As many of you know, my mom passed away earlier 
this year in Albuquerque. We also lost an extended member of the family, our dog Piglet. On 

http://capwiz.com/csupomona/home/


the other end of the scale, Betty and I became first-time grandparents in February. A day 
doesn’t go by when I don’t want to hold that kid in my arms. 
 
These are not easy days for the CSU. I know that the ambiguity of the budget can cloud our 
focus. Five years without a compensation increase and the real threat of additional cuts can 
certainly weigh us down. But your efforts never cease to amaze me. Our faculty and staff have 
taken the lead, ensuring that our students are given the best possible educational experience. 
They serve as educators, mentors and advisors. So many of the success stories from our 
graduates are based on the personal connections they developed.  
 
So it’s my turn to say thanks to each of you. After nine years on the job, I remain honored and 
humbled to serve as your president.  
 
It has become a tradition of mine to close out my end-of-the-year video with something that 
should put everyone in the right frame of mind –produced by university photographer Tom 
Zasadzinski… Have a wonderful summer! 
 
 


