
Tuesday’s Message – May 31, 2011 
 
Good afternoon. Here’s hoping you enjoyed your Memorial Day holiday weekend, often 
considered the unofficial beginning of summer. 
 
Today I am proud to announce another major milestone for the comprehensive campaign. The 
Arthur and Sarah Ludwick Professorship in Early Childhood Education is the result of the 
namesake couple’s extraordinary commitment to philanthropy and education. It marks the 
most significant gift in the College of Education and Integrative Studies’ history, and will 
strengthen CEIS’ role in this important discipline. Drs. Art and Sarah Ludwick are longtime 
friends of Cal Poly Pomona. They are the consummate volunteers who always seem ready to 
make a difference when called upon. 
 
I cannot say enough about all of their contributions, but let me extend my personal thanks to 
both of them for their friendship and commitment to our students. 
 
 
The university’s college commencement ceremonies don’t start until Friday, June 10, but our 
campus has long celebrated a number of smaller events within our academic and multicultural 
communities. We actually had a couple last month. The Kellogg Honors College held a special 
graduation event where 42 students showcased capstone presentations before a recognition 
dinner. Achievement, Retention, and Commitment to Higher Education Success – better known 
as ARCHES – celebrated the pending graduations for 27 students. ARCHES works with roughly 
150 disabled students. The organization provides support in the areas of academic and peer 
advising as well as tutoring.  Last Thursday I also attended the recognition luncheon for 
students who are graduating and have participated in the College Reading Skills Program. The 
students were eloquent in their praise for the program and all the people involved in providing 
guidance, tutoring and support in order for them to successfully achieve their dreams.  
 
The first of six cultural commencement events begins on Thursday, June 2, with the Lavender 
ceremony which recognizes lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and ally graduates. There are 
complete event details online, and I hope you can be a part of this as well as the other 
important celebrations.  http://www.csupomona.edu/~commencement/cultural.shtml 
 
 
Cal Poly Pomona hosts a number of special scholarship and recognition events throughout the 
spring quarter. But none can touch your heart quite like our annual Renaissance Scholars 
banquet. Launched in 2002, the Renaissance Scholars program supports the achievements and 
aspirations of motivated and talented students who emancipate from the foster care system. 
According to the research, the odds against these students completing a college degree are 
astronomical but with the help and support of the program, the students are busting the odds. 
The program has grown to almost 50 students. 
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At this year’s event, we honored six graduates and celebrated the success of 35 continuing 
students. If you recall, earlier in the year I announced the contribution provided by Joel and 
Mary Benkie to the comprehensive campaign.  At the dinner the first two recipients of the 
Benkie Leadership Scholarships were recognized along with the recipient of the Children’s Fund 
Scholarship. 
 
If any of you ever doubt the impact that Cal Poly Pomona has on the lives of our students, all 
you need to do is spend some time with our Renaissance Scholars. It is always a remarkable and 
moving experience. 
 
 
Last week, the Union Plaza was the scene of an exciting final exam of sorts when more than 100 
students from three local elementary schools gathered to test their skills at the Robot Expo.  
 
Under the guidance of Associate Professor Cesar Larriva, the School Robotics Initiative is 
teaching teachers how to expand their students’ math skills in compelling ways. The Robot Expo 
included sumo competition, an archeological quest and feats of timing and dexterity. Success in 
all of this is dependent on the young students’ ability to use math concepts to program their 
robots. Later this decade, some of our brightest students might be the very ones who brought 
us so much excitement last week. 
 
I always look forward to highlighting the achievements of our students. Three of our spring 
sport athletes were named to All-America teams last week. Lance Walkington in the javelin and 
Jacob Deavers in 400 meter hurdles earned honors at the NCAA Division II Championships at Cal 
State Stanislaus. Baseball’s Travis Taijeron capped off an amazing senior season by being named 
to the Daktronics Division II All-America team. Earlier in May, Travis received CCAA and West 
Region Player of the Year honors.  
 
We also had another great showing by our SAE Baja team. Cal Poly Pomona finished first in the 
main event in Pittsburgh, Kansas, the four hour endurance race ahead of teams from Canada, 
Venezuela, Brazil, Michigan, Cornell and others. Congratulations to Cliff Stover and all of his 
students. 
 
Last Tuesday, our Communications Department in the College of Letters, Arts and Social 
Sciences hosted the 2011 Com Day symposium. This event is designed to bring together 
students, faculty, alumni and communication professionals for conversations on the changing 
state of the industry. Professionals share their experiences on current trends in the industry, 
giving our students insight into how to best prepare themselves for careers. 
   
The keynote speaker was famed Los Angeles Times columnist and best-selling author Steve 
Lopez. Mr. Lopez, a CSU graduate, shared the story behind his book The Soloist. But he also 
spoke of the importance of investing in California’s higher education system because of its key 
role in our economic recovery.  
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I want to recognize the Special Events Planning class, under the direction of Dr. Jane Ballinger, 
for giving our students this incredible opportunity. 
 
 
And then there was one. Next Monday will mark my final scheduled video of this academic 
year, and there certainly will be lots of great stories to share. Until then, have a great week! 


