
Monday’s Message – May 14, 2012 
 
Happy Monday! 
 
Here’s hoping that each of you had an enjoyable weekend and stand ready for another busy 
week. 

* 
 
Research has proved that advising is a critical factor in degree progression. When it comes to 
making a difference in the lives of our students, few things have a greater impact than the 
quality of advisement. On that note, I would like to invite you to a special event this week 
where we will recognize the 2012 Outstanding Advisors. The honorees include: 
 
Nancy Merlino in the College of Agriculture, Meihua Koo in business administration, Ed Merritt 
in the Collins College, Anita Jain in education & integrative studies, Massoud Moussavi from 
engineering, Melissa Flicker in environmental design, Edward Rocklin from CLASS, Pam Sperry 
from science, Sarah Turnbull from science and Maria Rivera-Duncan in student support and 
equity programs. And the outstanding program is the credential services office in the College of 
Education & Integrative Studies. 
 
The reception begins at 3 p.m. this Thursday on the 8th floor of the CLA. We hope to see you 
there. 

* 
I have spent a lot of time in video messages celebrating gifts and philanthropy. But the next 
announcement is truly special. From April 30 through May 5, the Greek Council held its 52nd 
annual Greek Week fundraiser. This series of events is all about giving back to the community. 
In years past, the council has supported the Pomona YMCA, United Friends and Family, and the 
Pomona Weed and Seed food bank.  This year, the committee wanted to give back to Cal Poly 
Pomona and the greater community. Along the way, 823 books were donated our Children’s 
Center.  Over 5,000 canned goods and roughly 1,300 articles of clothing were given to the 
Helping Hands Caring Hearts homeless shelter in Pomona. In addition, the council raised nearly 
$9,000 for the university, which will be divided between scholarships, educational conferences, 
and the beautification of campus. Another $4,100 will be sent to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital.  
 
All told, $12,851 dollars was raised. Congratulations to our Greek community. And on behalf of 
the countless students that will benefit from your generous efforts – thank you. 

* 
On Saturday, the Greeks and many other members of the university community joined Betty 
and me for the annual Pomona Beautification Day. This is an opportunity for each of us to give 
back and help clean up and maintain the beauty of Pomona. This effort is coordinated by the 
Center for Community Service Learning on our campus and I wanted to recognize their role in 
pulling our efforts together. 
 



Over the past few years, members of the university community have focused on learning-
centered initiatives for Cal Poly Pomona. Alumni have played an important role on our learning-
centered campus, sharing real world experiences that better positions our students for the 
future, giving them skill sets and intangibles that are irreplaceable. 
 
Last week we hosted the 16th annual Professor for the Day event. Over 30 alumni came to 
campus and taught a class. A luncheon was held to thank faculty and alumni for being part of 
the Alumni Association’s long-standing program. I, too, want to extend my thanks and 
appreciation for your efforts, giving our students the type of experience that separates our 
educational model from others. 

* 
Last Thursday night, the Bronco Student Center was the site for the 4th annual crowning of Mr. 
and Ms. Cal Poly Pomona. This special evening is the Student Interest Council's spring 
philanthropic event. The individual candidates were asked to showcase their Bronco Pride in a 
question and answer session, campus trivia challenge, and talent portion. So let me extend my 
congratulations to the 2012 winners, CJ Heineke and Janine Watkins. All proceeds from the 
event were donated to the Boys and Girls Club of the Pomona Valley. 
 

* 
This past Friday, more than 600 fourth through eighth grade students competed in the sixth 
annual Robot Rally. In the past it was held in the atrium of the new engineering building. This 
year a tent in the engineering meadow was added to accommodate the increase in participants. 
The event was the culmination of several months of hands-on training at elementary and 
middle schools throughout Southern California. Half of the participants were female and nearly 
80 percent were Latino – two groups traditionally underrepresented in engineering. 
 
Teachers involved in the program received a two-day training session on campus before 
returning to their classrooms to work with their students. The students competed in four 
categories, including an obstacle course requiring robots to recognize colors, and a fast-line 
challenge where students used advanced algorithms to propel robots along a path. I want to 
extend my congratulations and thanks to Professor Jawa and his colleagues in the College of 
Engineering for their work on this important program. 

* 
 
2011-12 has certainly been the “year of the speakers” for Cal Poly Pomona. We are keeping the 
momentum up with three distinguished scholars scheduled to speak this week.  
 
In collaboration with the Center for the Study of Latino Health and Culture at UCLA, we are 
pleased to present professor and author Dr. David Hayes-Bautista, who will speak on the history 
of Cinco de Mayo.  
 
Earlier this month marked the 150th anniversary of the first celebration of Cinco de Mayo. His 
latest book, “El Cinco de Mayo: An American Tradition,” details the history and origins of Cinco 
de Mayo, an American Civil War holiday.  



 
The presentation will be tomorrow, May 15, from noon to 1 p.m. in the BSC’s Ursa Major Suite. 
For more details, visit the website on your screen: 
http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/cesarchavez/?nfid=4949 

* 
 
On Thursday, Elizabeth Anderson will speak on race, education, and integration. Dr. Anderson is 
a professor of philosophy and women's studies at the University of Michigan. She is the author 
of “The Imperative of Integration,” which won the 2011 Joseph B. Gittler Award by the 
American Philosophical Association, for contributions to philosophy and social science. Her 
presentation runs on Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. in the wine auditorium of the Collins College. 
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/phl/newsevents.html 

* 
 
This Thursday, May 17, is Disability Awareness Day. The Access & Disability Alliance is proud to 
host Dr. Temple Grandin. She will speak from 4 to 5 p.m. in Ursa Minor. A professor at Colorado 
State University, bestselling author & listed among Time’s “100 Most Influential People in the 
World: Heroes," Grandin is recognized worldwide for her contributions to humane livestock 
handling & autism advocacy. For more information, including a complete bio, please visit the 
site below: http://dsa.csupomona.edu/ada 

* 
 
Congratulations to five student-athletes named to the 2012 All-CCAA baseball team. Headlining 
the group was senior right-hander Geoff Broussard, who was named 2012 CCAA Pitcher of the 
Year. Joining Broussard as first-team selections were senior catcher Jenzen Torres and junior 
right-hander Erick Ruvalcaba. The second-team roster included senior first baseman Chris Miller 
and junior outfielder Donald Walter. 

* 
 
And that brings my message to a close. I’ll see you next Monday. 
 
 

http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/cesarchavez/?nfid=4949
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/phl/newsevents.html
http://dsa.csupomona.edu/ada

