
Monday’s Message – May 9, 2011 
 
Greetings everyone, 
 
The continuing conversations on the prospect of an all-cuts budget will be carried 
to Long Beach tomorrow, May 10, when the CSU Board of Trustees convenes at 
the Chancellor’s Office. The Board will learn the painful details of what a system 
wide billion-dollar cut would mean across the state. An all-cuts budget is the 
equivalent to closing 10 small campuses. This is clearly an incomprehensible 
thought. But as I shared last week, managing this crisis at a campus level is equally 
impossible. 
 
We remain vigilant in our advocacy efforts. If our state leadership cannot 
recognize the short- and long-term impact of additional cuts to the CSU, let 
California voters decide on increasing state revenue that could save all levels of 
education. I also want to thank those of you who responded to last week’s 
message, especially those who contacted their senators and Assembly members.  
 
I know I have been a broken record on this issue, but I cannot emphasize enough 
the impact of your voices on those that allocate our state funding. It’s easy to 
understand why our students get frustrated when fees are increased and course 
offerings are reduced. But by the time funding reaches the Chancellor’s Office or 
even the individual campuses, the cards have already been dealt. If you want to 
create a change, talk to the source. 
 

 
 
We know that the all-cuts budget crisis will not only impact higher education, but 
virtually every state agency. President Al Karnig of Cal State San Bernardino and I 
traveled last Thursday to Ontario to meet with the editorial leadership of the 
Inland Valley Daily Bulletin and the San Bernardino Sun. With the potential budget 
impact on public safety, K-12 education and social services, we need our local 
media outlets to fully understand what cuts to the CSU mean here at home.  
 
Few areas in the United States have been harder hit by this recession than the 
greater Inland Empire. For these communities to recover economically, we 
desperately need an educated workforce. Cuts to the CSU will certainly force our 



two campuses to reduce enrollment and course offerings. Time to graduation will 
be extended, and students will pay significantly more for their education. Fewer 
students means fewer graduates. Companies considering growth in the San 
Gabriel and Inland valleys will be forced to reevaluate. Fewer jobs reduce our tax 
base. Homes aren’t built or sold. It’s a domino effect that impacts everyone and 
everything.  
 
The California economy cannot recover without an investment in its future. That 
is clearly higher education, and we hope our local media can tell that story. 
 

 
 
On a more positive note, I am proud to say that our Bronco baseball team will be 
competing in post season play this year. Cal Poly Pomona will be the No. 4  seed 
in the CCAA Baseball Tournament, which opens this Thursday, May 12, in 
Stockton. The Broncos will start off against top-seeded UC San Diego after 
finishing the regular season 30-19 overall and 22-18 in the CCAA. 
 
This marks the first time since 2005 that the Broncos have reached the 
conference event, so congratulations to rookie Head Coach Randy Betten and all 
of the coaches and players. 
 

 
 
I also can’t say enough good things about the 2011 Southern California Tasting & 
Auction. This special fundraising event was held last week in the Rose Garden, and 
everyone I spoke to thoroughly enjoyed themselves. It will also raise roughly 
$100,000 for scholarships and academic programs. 
 
This was our fourth year, and we hosted about 900 guests with 43 restaurant and 
wine partners. The weather and ambience was perfect – you could not ask for a 
nicer day. 
 
If you have never attended the Tasting & Auction, be sure to mark your calendar 
for the first Sunday in May. My thanks and congratulations go out to our events 
team in university advancement, including Rachiel Lucero and event coordinator 
Donna Holman. It was another marvelous event. 

http://www.broncoathletics.com/news/2011/5/7/BB_0507115611.aspx
http://www.csupomona.edu/~polytaste/
http://www.csupomona.edu/~polytaste/


 
 
In 2007, Cal Poly Pomona became was a charter signatory on the Presidents’ 
Climate Commitment.  This was an effort to address global warming by helping 
eliminate greenhouse gas emissions over time. We have long been a national 
leader in sustainability. The Princeton Review has recognized the university once 
again for its dedication to green improvements. The university and its sustainable 
achievements are featured in the 2011 edition of the Guide to 311 Green Colleges. 
 
Campuses were surveyed based on their sustainability initiatives. Those that 
scored in the 80th percentile or better were chosen for the guide. If you are 
interested in seeing Cal Poly Pomona's profile, you can visit the website on your 
screen: www.princetonreview.com/green-guide.aspx 
 
Sustainable living isn't just a theory that students study in a classroom or research 
in a science lab. For our campus, it’s a way of life. Our goal is carbon neutrality by 
2030. 
 
Last month, our teams in MediaVision and the Office of Public Affairs collaborated 
with the Chancellor’s Office. The idea was to produce a special video that 
showcases a few examples of everyday sustainable living practices on campus. It’s 
hosted by Meaghan Smith, our campus manager of sustainability. It premiered 
last month on PolyCentric, but it deserves an encore performance. I hope you 
enjoy it, and I’ll see you next week. 

http://www.princetonreview.com/green-guide.aspx

