
Monday’s Message – May 7, 2012 
 
Good day, everyone! 
 
What a day we had yesterday at the Southern California Tasting & Auction. Over 800 guests 
enjoyed food, plus wine and beer from 43 partners. All of this happened in the Rose Garden. 
Beautiful weather combined for a great day as we raised funds for scholarships and other 
academic initiatives. Let me extend my thanks to our team in the special events office of 
University Advancement for bringing this together for the fifth straight year. For those of you 
who joined Betty and me yesterday, thanks for your support. 
 

* 
As far as I am concerned, we can never say enough about the contributions of our faculty. They 
are making a difference in the lives of our students every day, and I could not be more proud of 
the ways they advance our academic mission. On that note, I am proud to hand this part of my 
video message off to our provost, Dr. Marten denBoer, for a special announcement. 
 
Provost denBoer:  
Thank you. It is my privilege to introduce three stellar educators who comprise the 2012 
Provost’s Awards for Excellence. These awards are designed to recognize outstanding faculty 
accomplishments in the areas of teaching, service, and scholarly and creative activity. 
 
Now in its second year, the awardees are chosen in a rigorous and highly selective process.  The 
Academic Senate executive committee chose a selection team with representation from all 
eight colleges.   
 
As was the case in 2011, the quality of applicants was very high. I appreciate the work of the 
committee in reaching consensus on these three exceptional honorees.  
 
The 2012 Provost’s Award for Teaching goes to Ed Walton of chemistry. He has gained a 
national reputation for his innovative teaching methods, especially evident in the chemistry 
course he developed for pre-service K-8 teachers. Ed received the College of Science 
Distinguished Teaching Award in 2006, as well as the Diversity Champion Award in 2007 and 
2010. 
 
The Award for Service goes to sociology professor Faye Wachs. One of the university’s most 
active faculty members, Faye serves on the Academic Senate, the Faculty Affairs Committee of 
the Senate, and the CLASS curriculum committee. She has also helped to improve the climate 
on campus through her work on the Advance Grant, the Kellogg Minorities Group project, and 
in the Faculty Center for Professional Development.  
 
The Award for Scholarship and Creative Activity goes to Jill Adler-Moore in biological sciences. 
One of our most prolific researchers, Jill has been awarded $11.4 million dollars in contracts 
and grants during her 38-year tenure. She has published 45 peer-reviewed articles, holds 16 



patents in microbiology and pharmacology, and is the founder of the university’s biotechnology 
program. 
 
All three recipients will receive a cash award as well as inscription on a plaque to be placed in 
the University Library. I’d like to extend an early invitation for everyone to attend the Provost’s 
Awards Symposia event next fall. Until then, please join me in congratulating all of the award 
winners. 
 
President Ortiz:  
Thanks Marten. And let me also extend my congratulations to Ed, Faye and Jill.  
 

* 
Last week, the College of Science received a record gift. Today it’s the College of Environmental 
Design. 
 
Architecture alumna Juliana Terian, co-Founder of Nouvelle View and former chair of the Rallye 
Automotive Group in New York, has pledged $2.5 million to the College of Environmental 
Design. It is the single largest cash gift in the history of the college and the sixth largest in Cal 
Poly Pomona history. 
 
The unique, unrestricted gift will support initiatives in the department of architecture and 
throughout the college, elevating academic experiences and distinguishing programs at every 
level.  
 
Throughout her life, Juliana has made a difference in everything she touched. From business to 
philanthropy, her vision has propelled change. That passion will ensure that current and future 
generations of environmental design students will remain among the best-prepared graduates 
in the country. 
 
This marks the second significant gift that Juliana has made in recent months. Earlier this year, 
she made a monthly pledge of $10,000 to advance college-based communication initiatives, 
designed to showcase and celebrate the work of faculty, students and alumni on a mass scale. 
Outcomes will include a new college magazine, website and outreach initiatives. 

 
* 

Juliana is certainly one distinguished alumnus, but on April 27 we honored nine others with the 
2012 Distinguished Alumni Awards. This is the highest honor given by the Cal Poly Pomona 
Alumni Association. Representing each college in the university and athletics, the recipients 
have demonstrated extraordinary professional achievement, community involvement and 
service to the university.  
 
The recipients were Richard Wilson from the College of Agriculture, Vic Tanon of business 
administration, Shirley Resich from education & integrative studies, Stephen Harper from 
letters arts & social sciences, Bob Kallenbaugh of engineering, Frank Brandt in environmental 



design, John Flaig from science, Bill Doak in the Collins College, and former volleyball All-
American Tami Chick in athletics. Congratulations to this stellar class. 
 

* 
 
The Farm Store will host the 6th annual Strawberry Festival & Tractor and Car Show this 
Saturday. Members of our community can view classic and antique cars and tractors, as well as 
tour our farm and enjoy live music. To celebrate the peak of strawberry season, guests will have 
the opportunity to pick sun-ripened berries right from the patch. The festival, which runs from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m., has activities for the entire family. Admission is free. For more information 
about the event, visit the site on your screen.  
http://www.csupomona.edu/~farmstore/tractor-car-show.shtml 
 

* 
Beginning this Friday, May 11, the department of theatre and new dance will present the 
“Curse of the Starving Class,” written by Pulitzer Prize winner Sam Shepard and directed by our 
own Linda Bisesti. The play highlights the darker elements in the pursuit of the American 
dream. It will have only a limited run, so visit the link on your screen for dates and times. 
 
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/th/shows/ 
 

* 
And congratulations to our students in the Institute of Transportation Engineers. The group 
won the 2012 ITE Western District Student Chapter Award. They ranked first among 21 student 
chapters within the Western 13 states and will be on track to compete at the international 
competition in Atlanta, Georgia later this August. 
 

* 
 
And so it goes. Mother’s Day is this Sunday, so many of you watching will be due for a little TLC 
this weekend and that includes my daughter, Megan, on her first Mother’s Day. I have great 
respect for all of you. Enjoy the week! 
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