
Monday’s Message – April 23, 2012 
 
Hello everyone and welcome to the last full week of April.  
 
It’s hard to fathom that we are just seven weeks away from Commencement. 
 
I will start off today with terrific news as we expand our research programs. The university has 
received a three-year, $1.5 million dollar grant renewal from the California Institute for 
Regenerative Medicine. These funds will support stem cell education and research, building 
upon a previous grant that will increase opportunities for both science and non-science majors. 
It will also continue to offer intensive research internship experiences for highly qualified 
biology students. 
 
This program is under the lead of Dr. Jill Adler-Moore in the College of Science. She directs the 
Bridges to Stem Cell Research Training Program. 
 
The California Institute for Regenerative Medicine is a state agency that furthers stem cell 
research and research facilities through grants and loans to California universities and research 
institutions. Congratulations to Jill and all of her students in this distinguished program. 
 

* 
Tomorrow at noon, students are invited to participate in the spring quarter edition of Pizza with 
the Presidents. The hour-long lunch, held in the University Quad, is an opportunity for all 
students to pose questions to me and ASI President Johnathan Jianu on a variety of topics. 
Students who wish to participate will be asked to fill out a question card to jump-start the 
discussion. Students can also send in their questions via Twitter to me (#askOrtiz) or Johnathon 
(#AskASI). Tell your friends to follow @calpolypomona, #AskOrtiz and #AskASI for live updates. 
We will respond in real time. But I do hope to see you tomorrow! 
 

* 
The university community is fortunate to have the tastiest learning laboratory in all of 
California. Of course I am talking about the Restaurant at Kellogg Ranch. This student-managed 
and student-operated restaurant is a capstone class at The Collins College of Hospitality 
Management, and it is currently open for lunch and dinner.  
 
The RKR is one of Cal Poly Pomona’s most public displays of learn-by-doing. From the minute 
you walk through the doors, you are greeted by Collins College students. During the quarter, 
students rotate through each position in the restaurant, from finance manager to line cook, 
gaining a comprehensive understanding of how restaurants work. Under the leadership of 
faculty members Lesley Butler, Barbara Jean Bruin, Chef Ernie Briones and Chef Scott Rudolph, 
the RKR is consistently a wonderful place to dine. But don’t just take my word for it. Read the 
reviews on Yelp and OpenTable and try it out. You will not be disappointed.  
 

* 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/04/stem-cell-addl-15m.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/04/pizza-pres-april24.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/04/pizza-pres-april24.html
https://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/%23askOrtiz
https://twitter.com/#!/search/%23askASI
https://twitter.com/#!/calpolypomona
https://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/%23askOrtiz
https://twitter.com/#!/search/%23askASI
http://www.csupomona.edu/~rkr/index.shtml


Our music department is proud to welcome Grammy Award-winning and two-time Oscar-
nominated songwriter Siedah Garrett, who will present a soul music master class tomorrow 
from 6 to 8 p.m. in room 101 of the music building. Admission is free and the presentation is 
open to the public.  
 
Garrett was a 2012 Oscar nominee for Best Music/Original Song for “Rio.” Her past Oscar 
nomination was for co-writing “Love You, I Do” – sung by Jennifer Hudson in the film adaptation 
of “Dreamgirls.” I want to recognize Professor Mark Chubb and the entire music department for 
making this event possible, bringing to the university community yet another distinguished 
artist. 
 

* 
A couple more things before I go. Last week I spoke about the work of our Center for 
Community Service-Learning. Now here’s a way for all of our faculty, staff, students and alumni 
to support our namesake city and make a difference. The annual Pomona Beautification Day is 
scheduled for Saturday, May 12. But now is the time to sign up and volunteer. You might help 
with painting, gardening, or even putting up parking signs. One project is in partnership with 
the Historical Society of Pomona Valley in which we could work on three historical buildings. 
Volunteers get a free lunch at Fairplex and receive two tickets to the L.A. County Fair. But more 
important, our efforts go a long way in supporting our neighboring community. To sign up, visit 
the website or call the number on your screen  
 
(https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VDXS9YT 909-869-3129) 
 

* 
And finally, the Department of Theatre & New Dance presents “New Playwrights Festival,” 
which features six plays written by students. They represent a range of theatrical styles, of 
content and theme, and all of them share one intangible factor: A writer willed it into existence. 
Shows are on April 26, 27, 28 and May 3, 4 and 5 at 8 p.m. in the Studio Theatre. For details, 
visit the site below: 
www.class.csupomona.edu/th/events.html 
 

* 
That wraps up my message. Have a wonderful week! 
 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/VDXS9YT
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/th/events.html

