
Monday’s Message – April 18, 2011 
 
Hello everyone 
 
You know that I spent part of last week at the CSU Executive Council meeting, consisting of 
each CSU president, the chancellor and his senior leadership team. As you might imagine, it was 
a painful discussion. 
 
The state economic projections and the current lack of additional revenue via the tax 
extensions are now requiring us to address what can best be described as an all-cuts budget. 
We already know that the CSU has been committed to $500 million dollars in budget cuts that 
were approved by the legislature for next year. An all-cuts budget means we face the prospect 
of doubling these cuts, unless more revenues are part of the final state budget.   
 
An all-cuts reduction would force every CSU to consider extraordinary measures: fewer 
admissions and course sections, a longer time to earn a degree, cuts to programs and services, 
tuition hikes, workforce reductions and more. Nothing and no one will be held harmless. An all-
cuts reduction translates to a roughly 40 percent cut in Cal Poly Pomona’s state support and a 
25 percent cut of our overall budget. 
 
Cal Poly Pomona will continue its efficiency efforts, but with 73% of our budget going to 
personnel salary and benefit costs, we cannot address an all-cuts budget solely through 
efficiencies. There will be impacts to programs and personnel, and there is no single solution 
that will be enough to meet this challenge. 
 
While we are planning for any scenario, we remain hopeful that the governor and the 
Legislature make decisions that provide for a better California. Colleges and universities are the 
engine to improve the state's economy by preparing well-trained workers in both the private 
and public sectors. California will not recover without an educated workforce, and each year 
the CSU graduates more than 92,000 students into that workforce. Make sure your voices are 
being heard by the people who can effect change – your state senator and state assembly 
member. 
 
Tomorrow afternoon, Tuesday, April 19, at Wilmer Amina Carter High School in Rialto, there is a 
special budget summit on education. The forum will feature Assembly Speaker John A. Pérez,  
Assembly Budget Chair Bob Blumenfield and Assembly member Wilmer Amina Carter. I am 
hoping that our students show up in force and pack the room, sending a strong message to our 
state leaders.  
 

 
 

Last Friday night, April 15, I was pleased to be part of a wonderful evening. The 2011 
Distinguished Alumni awards recognized some of the best and brightest graduates from each of 
our colleges and intercollegiate athletics. The awards, presented by the Cal Poly Pomona 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~alumni/distinguished.html
http://www.csupomona.edu/~alumni/distinguished.html


Alumni Association, are given to alumni who have gained outstanding achievement in a 
profession or a vocation, service to a local, national, or global community and/or service to Cal 
Poly Pomona. The names and faces of our recipients are on your screen. Congratulations to 
each and everyone, and thank you for representing the university so well. 
 

 
 
It was a weekend of celebrations on campus. On Saturday, April 16, the College of 
Environmental Design recognized the accomplishments of the academic programs that shaped 
the design and planning professions. To commemorate 40 years of success, the college hosted a 
day long symposium that included former faculty and staff looking back on the legacy of the 
college, student-led tours, a panel discussion that looked at the future of the environmental 
design professions, and a reunion reception for alumni and friends. 
 
ENV has long been home to some of Cal Poly Pomona’s most distinguished academic programs. 
One can only imagine what the next 40 years will bring. 

 

 
 

Our university communities participate in so many philanthropic and volunteer activities that it 
is impossible to mention them all. But one that I have always been proud of was borne of a 
competition between Cal Poly Pomona and Mt. SAC. This Tuesday through Thursday, April 19 
through the 21st, we will renew our “Out for Blood” drive. From 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in Ursa Major 
C, I hope you can donate blood that helps replenish our local supplies. Southern California 
typically imports about 40 percent of blood supplies from surrounding states. Rising fuel costs 
will significantly impact our ability to serve the community in times of need. Remember, one 
unit of blood can save up to three lives.  
 
Last October, we defeated Mt. SAC in this biannual competition. If we want to keep the trophy, 
we need all able bodies to support this important cause. I hope to see you this week at the 
Bronco Student Center. 
 

 
 
On Thursday, April 21, the spring career fair will give students and alumni the chance to 
network with professionals. The event will take place in the University Quad from 11 a.m. to 3 
p.m. 
 
The event will not only provide an opportunity to check out more than 100 potential 
employers. Students who are unsure of their career path have a chance to learn about the 
diversity of employment opportunities. The major expo, which runs in conjunction with the 
career fair, will allow students to interact with representatives of all the colleges to learn about 
campus opportunities. 
 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~env/env40/
http://dsa.csupomona.edu/shs/wc/blood_drive.asp
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/04/students-alumni-meet-employers-spring-career-fair.html


Those who need help polishing their resume may attend the Resumaniac workshop on 
Wednesday, April 20, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Employers’ representatives will review resumes 
and offer concrete advice on how to make a positive impression at the career fair the next day.  
 

 
 
Everyone knows that I love to share great stories about our students. And this one is certainly 
special. USA Shooting recently announced that Kim Rhode, an undergraduate in the College of 
Agriculture, has just made her FIFTH consecutive Olympic team. She is gunning to be the only 
American Olympic athlete in an individual sport to ever win five medals in five 
consecutive games. The 2012 Summer Games will take place in London, England. 
 
Kim won her first Olympic medal, a gold, in the women's double trap at the 1996 Atlanta Games 
when she was a teenager. Four years later, she won the bronze in Sydney, and then the gold in 
Athens in 2004. Because women's double trap was removed from the Olympic program after 
the Athens Games, she now competes in women's skeet, an event she won silver in 2008. 
 
Congratulations, Kim, on this unprecedented achievement. 

 

 
 
And finally, I want to tell you that I won’t be on your screens next Monday. My daughter Sumer 
is getting married, so Betty and I will be preoccupied with all of the things associated with the 
big day. I will be back on your monitors in a couple of weeks. 
 
And thanks everyone for watching. Have a great week. 
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