
Monday’s Message – March 28, 2011 
 
Greetings everyone and happy Monday. For those of you who took some well-deserved time 
off last week, welcome back. 
 
I want to start off by saying thank you. A few days after the devastating earthquake and 
tsunami in Japan, I sent out a message to the university community sharing a way for people to 
contribute to the relief efforts. Our Cal Poly Pomona Federal Credit Union agreed to accept 
donations and forward those funds to the Red Cross. To date, we have received over $2,000 in 
contributions from faculty, staff and students. And this does not include all of the gifts people 
made directly to the Red Cross or other aid-based agencies. Thank you for willingness to help 
the Japanese people during this dire time. 
 

 
 
This past weekend, our civil engineering students were in action, competing against 18 other 
universities in the annual American Society of Civil Engineers Pacific Southwest Conference. Our 
concrete canoe team was judged in a swamp and endurance test, as well as a sprint race at 
Santa Fe Dam. 
 
This regional conference draws students from Nevada, Arizona, California and Hawaii 
universities to compete in a series of engineering-related events. The competition gives 
students practical experience, allows them to network with peers, and gives them a chance to 
qualify for a national championship berth. Cal Poly Pomona will be the regional host in 2012. 
 

 
 
As you might guess, I wish that our stay in St. Joseph, Missouri last week had been extended by 
a few more days. But I cannot be more proud of the effort of our women’s basketball program 
this season, under the leadership of Coach Danelle Bishop. The team had a remarkable run, 
culminated by a trip to the NCAA Division II Elite Eight Championships. Every faculty, staff and 
student can take great pride in the accomplishments of these talented student-athletes. 
 
Last week, senior guard Reyana Colson was named to the Daktronics Division II All-American 
team. She becomes the 18th women’s basketball athlete in our storied history to be so 
recognized.  

 
 
On Tuesday, April 5, the Office of Student Life and Cultural Centers will be hosting the 2011 
Diversity Conference titled Only a World Away. The event will feature Lee Mun Wah, an 
internationally renowned Chinese American documentary film-maker. The full-day conference 
includes workshops, a keynote address, and a film.  It is designed to bring the campus 
community together to learn about and engage in cross-cultural communication. For more 
information, visit the web site on your screen: 



(https://cpp-cfm.symplicity.com/events/2011diversity) 
 

 
 
And today I am going to close with a strange but true experience from my office. For some 
time, members of my staff have heard the sound of small feet on top of the ceiling acoustic 
tiles. The invader made a cameo appearance early Friday of finals week, when a member of our 
custodial staff came face to face with a raccoon. As you might guess, both parties were 
somewhat startled. Animal control responded, but they were initially unable to find our visitor, 
creating a little angst among my team. 
 
By early last week, the little one was back in the ceiling. This time Animal Control set a trap and 
captured it. Trust that no harm came to our visitor and he was released back into the wild. It 
just reminds us of the rural nature of the campus, where wildlife have lived long before we took 
over. I just didn’t expect an office call. 
 
Here’s hoping you have a great start to spring quarter. 
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