
Monday’s Message – March 14, 2011 
 
Greetings everyone… 
 
A year ago at this time, our men’s basketball team was on the verge of earning a berth to the 
NCAA Division II Elite Eight Championships, en route to the program’s first NCAA Championship. 
This year our women’s team has returned to the national stage. Tonight, Monday, at 7 p.m., the 
23rd-ranked Broncos host Grand Canyon University in Kellogg Gym. The winner will advance to 
the Elite Eight Championships in St. Joseph, Missouri. Our opponent has a great following and 
they have been packing the stands.  I hope that you will join Betty and me so that we can all 
show our Bronco pride and cheer on this great group of young women.  More information is 
available on PolyCentric and Bronco Athletics.com. 
 
Senior guard Reyana Colson has been an imposing presence for the Broncos throughout her 
basketball career.  Her most recent accolade came last week after being named to the Capital 
One NCAA Division II Academic All-American Team.  Reyana has also been recognized as the 
NCAA West Regional Player of the Year and the California Collegiate Athletic Association Most 
Valuable Player.  She has averaged 21.6 points per game on the court – couple that with a 3.68 
grade-point-average in the classroom.  The accounting major has distinguished herself on and 
off the court.  Congratulations, Reyana. 
 

 
 
I shared with you a couple of weeks ago that I would be spending the beginning of March in 
Washington, D.C., to meet with our local representatives. The main topic on the hill? Pell 
Grants!  
 
For those of you who may have heard the phrase but are unfamiliar with its purpose, Pell 
Grants are a need-based federal grant program sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Education. The fund provides opportunity to many students who might otherwise be unable to 
attend college. The vast majority of Pell recipients come from families with incomes at or below 
$30,000. Over 140,000 CSU students, 34 percent of our systemwide student body, receive Pell 
Grants, with an average grant of over $4,000 dollars. 
 
At Cal Poly Pomona, we have 8,285 students who receive a Pell Grant. The 2011-12 federal 
budget proposal calls for a significant cut to this program, which would undoubtedly harm 
students’ ability to complete their degree.  
 
Every CSU President and the Chancellor, as well as leaders from private colleges across the 
country, are strongly advocating on behalf of these students. If you have the opportunity, 
please don’t hesitate to speak out on their behalf to your representatives in Congress. Summer 
Pell’s were eliminated from the President’s budget in an attempt to safeguard the maximum 
award of $5,550 for the academic year. 
 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/03/broncos-advance-to-west-region-title-game.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/
http://www.broncoathletics.com/


 
 
Partners in Education known as PIE, is a partnership of academic and community leaders 
dedicated to the support of excellence in education. One of the organization’s main objectives 
is to assist in the recruitment and retention of outstanding teachers through a special 
scholarship program.  
 
Through the contributions of friends in the community, PIE hosted its fifth annual Sponsor a 
Future Teacher Scholarship Awards Dinner in late February. 17 Cal Poly Pomona student 
teachers were each awarded a $5,000 scholarship that will be used to defray their living 
expenses while they complete their clinical practice, which used to be known as student 
teaching. 
 
PIE has done marvelous work in enabling some of the best young minds in education to fulfill 
their dreams. I want to congratulate the Partners in Education Board of Directors, led by chair 
Sue Johnson, who also happens to be the superintendent of the Savanna Unified School District 
in Anaheim. 
 

 
 
We have a lot of great events at Cal Poly Pomona, but if you have never attended the Southern 
California Tasting & Auction, you have been missing something special. On Sunday, May 1, the 
Rose Garden and the Japanese Garden will be the site of our fourth annual event. Dozens of 
restaurants as well as beverage partners will share their specialties – truly an adventure of 
tastes, sights, and sounds. Through March 27, buy two or more tickets at the special price of 
$75. Ask anyone who has attended in the past – it’s a terrific day. For more information, visit 
the web site on your screen (www.polytaste.com). 
 

 
 
And finally, I don’t know anyone who has not been moved by the horrific disaster in Japan. Our 
thoughts and prayers are with those who are facing unimaginable challenges in the weeks and 
months ahead. This event should serve to remind us that Southern California sits in a major 
fault zone. Seismic experts consistently note that it’s not a matter of if – but when we will be 
experiencing a major earthquake. So when you are watching the struggles of the Japanese 
people, please ask yourself if YOU are prepared to live without power, gas or water for an 
extended period of time. EVERYONE should have an emergency plan and supplies that includes 
water, food, a rechargeable flashlight, a first aid kit and a rechargeable radio to keep up with 
news and information. 
 
The most important thing to remember when an earthquake strikes is to duck and cover – do 
not automatically evacuate – stay put! Also – wait for confirmed information before deciding to 
leave campus or evacuate a building. You may be putting your life, or your family, at risk. I also 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/03/pie-awards-17-scholarships-to-future-teachers.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/03/pie-awards-17-scholarships-to-future-teachers.html
http://www.polytaste.com/


want to encourage you to get involved with the building marshal program so that you will know 
what to do in your building. 
 
This is also a great time to update your emergency contact information in Bronco Direct. Our 
Cal Poly Pomona Safety Alert system might be the only way we can communicate with you. 
Please log into Bronco Direct and make sure that all of your phone numbers are current, 
especially your mobile number. Our campus tests have shown that cell phone and text 
messages will reach you faster than any other service. As I have often said, this system’s sole 
purpose is to keep you safe, so please update your data today. 
 
And that wraps up today’s message. Thanks for listening and take care. 
 

https://broncodirect.cms.csupomona.edu/psp/paprd/EMPLOYEE/EMPL/h/?tab=PAPP_GUEST

