
Monday’s Message – February 6, 2012 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
I want to open today by introducing you to Mr. Carter Pate Guyott. That little guy is our new 
grandson, born to daughter Megan and her husband Alex. The baby arrived on Friday morning 
at 3:09 a.m., coming in at six pounds, eight ounces. Mom, Dad and the new grandparents are 
doing great. Betty and I would also like to thank everyone who sent in so many kind words and 
thoughts since we announced the pending arrival last fall. As you might imagine, these are 
exciting times at Casa Ortiz. 
 

* 
There aren’t too many events in higher education like Pizza with the Presidents. I’d like to think 
that any facsimile out there was actually launched from our model. If you are a student who 
needs an answer, and also happens to be hungry, I’ve got just the place for you. 
 
Tuesday night, February 7 at 6 p.m. in the Bronco Student Center, ASI President Johnathan 
Jianu and I will be your hosts for PM Pizza with the Presidents. This special event is designed for 
our evening students. We will address any question on any campus topic. We just ask that you 
fill out your request in writing. We’ll make sure it gets answered. 
 
We are adding a new twist to this event, or better yet a new tweet. Cal Poly Pomona enjoys a 
growing social media presence, among the largest in the CSU. Nearly 14,000 people follow us 
on Facebook, and another 3,200 are on Twitter. So for tomorrow night, students can also send 
in their questions via Twitter, Just use the #askOrtiz hashtag. For President Jianu, use the 
#askASI hashtag. We will intersperse your Twitter questions throughout the hour and respond 
in real time. But, remember, there is no free pizza in the Twitter-verse.  
 

* 
I have had a great time over the past few weeks celebrating gifts and grants to the university. 
So let me send my congratulations to Professor Ed Bobich in biological sciences. He is the 
recipient of a $120,000 grant to research the use of water on select desert trees and how they 
would be impacted by the creation of a well. The research is especially important for ironwood 
because it is known to have very deep roots and rely on groundwater for most of its water 
supply.  
 
The folks in biological sciences have been busy. First-year faculty member Jayson Smith has 
received $87,000 to help restore an area in Newport Beach. The project will experimentally 
investigate the removal of non-native seaweeds and examine their effect on biodiversity. His 
grant is subcontracted from Weston Solutions, which is working with the City of Newport 
Beach. 
 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/01/evening-pizza-pres-feb7.html
https://www.facebook.com/calpolypomona
https://twitter.com/#!/calpolypomona
https://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/%23askOrtiz
https://twitter.com/#!/search/realtime/%23askASI


And let me recognize the 18 members of Students in Free Enterprise in the College of Business 
Administration. The club received more than $8,000 in grant money to improve the lives of 
Pomona-area residents and empower small businesses. Thanks for making a difference. 
 

* 
We are a campus that celebrates diversity like no other I have known. It’s one of our core 
values. So I would like to congratulate the participants of the 23rd annual Cross Cultural 
Retreat. Eighty students and staff joined the Office of Student Life & Cultural Centers at the 
Kellogg West Conference Center. The theme this year was “I am…:  Claiming Identity and 
Moving Beyond Tolerance.” Attendees engaged in intergroup dialogue, thought-provoking 
workshops, and small group discussions about topics related to identity, diversity, social justice 
and building effective alliances. It’s a great experience for everyone involved, and I am proud 
we continue to support this unique event. 
 

* 
In closing, I want to invite everyone to an extraordinary opportunity. Martin Chalifour, the 
principal concertmaster of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, will perform with Cal Poly Pomona 
Professor and pianist Nadia Shpachenko. The concert will take place this Wednesday at 8 p.m. 
in the Music Recital Hall. 
 
Chalifour, a violinist, has performed chamber music with artists including YoYo Ma and 
Emmanuel Ax. Nadia has performed extensively in recitals and with orchestras in venues such 
as Carnegie Hall in New York. She will perform the world premiere of two compositions written 
specifically for the occasion by Cal Poly Pomona professors Dave Kopplin and Peter Yates. 
 
For more information, visit the website on your screen (www.class.csupomona.edu/mu). 
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/mu 

* 
That wraps up today’s message. The Bronco baseball team will be home to Concordia on Friday 
at 2 p.m. Have a great week everyone. 
 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/01/sife-grant-help-pomona.html
http://dsa.csupomona.edu/osl/CCR.asp
http://dsa.csupomona.edu/osl/CCR.asp
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/01/music-la-phil-concertmaster.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2012/01/music-la-phil-concertmaster.html
http://www.class.csupomona.edu/mu
http://www.broncoathletics.com/schedule.aspx?path=baseball

