
Monday’s Message – January 24, 2011 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
I know that it’s on everyone’s mind, but there is nothing really new to report on the state 
budget. Much of what happens next in Sacramento will focus on the ballot initiative that would 
extend the current tax increases, which are scheduled to expire on June 30. The Governor’s 
current plan called for a $12.5 billion dollar reduction, but an additional $14 billion would need 
to be offset by the tax extensions.  
 
For the next couple of days, I will be at the CSU Board of Trustees meeting at the Chancellor’s 
Office where the budget will surely be a topic of conversation. 
 

 
 
At Convocation in September, I stated that the Graduation Initiative would be THE most 
important issue that we needed to address this year - and beyond. The program involves all 23 
CSU campuses and is expected to raise six-year graduation rates system-wide by eight 
percentage points by 2016, as well as cut in half the existing gap in our underrepresented 
communities. The goal is to maintain the integrity of our academic programs, while addressing 
the factors that prevent students from successfully completing those programs. It is also 
designed to create more access for students attempting to enter our university during these 
periods of budget driven enrollment reductions.  
 
Earlier today, we announced that industrial and manufacturing engineering Professor Dr. Victor 
Okhuysen will serve as the Graduation Initiative steering committee co-chair and faculty 
coordinator. He has some promising ideas on reporting progress to departments, advising, and 
helping students choose majors. I want to thank Victor for agreeing to serve in this important 
capacity and I look forward to sharing the progress of the initiative with you in the months to 
come. 
 

 
 
In 1960, the California Master Plan for Higher Education was signed into law by our current 
Governor’s father, the Honorable Pat Brown. It stated that the CSU would be fully funded by 
the state, and all students would attend tuition-free.  
 
Today we know that the state could not live up to that promise and we are unfortunately 
required to charge students a variety of fees to support their education. 
 
As such, the CSU is now changing some of the terminology used to refer to the charges 
assessed to students. Specifically, we will now use the term “tuition fees” for those mandatory 
systemwide fees that support the basic needs of our academic programs, student services, 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~academic/programs/grad_initiative/


financial aid, libraries, technology, and other areas of institutional support and maintenance of 
instructional facilities. 
 
Using the term tuition fee will more accurately describe student costs, result in less confusion 
and produce greater consistency with other colleges and universities throughout the nation. As 
you may know, the University of California has begun calling their state university fees, tuition 
as well. 
 

 
 
In 1988, Richard N. Frank established an endowment to fund a unique lectureship series. It was 
designed so Collins College students could have the opportunity to hear real-world experiences 
from hospitality industry leaders and legends.  
 
This Friday, January 28, at 1 p.m., the series continues featuring Barbara Hollkamp, Hilton 
Worldwide's senior vice president of human resources consulting. She will discuss trends in 
human resources and insights into Hilton Worldwide during a 45-minute presentation. 
 

 
 
For me, this seems like yesterday. But it was just over 22 years ago that former Massachusetts 
Governor Michael Dukakis was the Democratic presidential nominee. On Tuesday, February 1, 
at 3 p.m. in the Bronco Student Center Ursa Major Suite, Governor Dukakis will speak on his 
career in public service. The event is free and open to the public. 
 
Governor Dukakis’ speech, sponsored by the Department of Political Science & Master of Public 
Administration, is intended to stimulate discussion about the importance of public service. 
 

 
 
That wraps it up for today! Thanks for tuning in. 
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