
 

 Monday’s Message – January 23, 2012  
  
Hello everyone!  
  
It would be hard to find a better foundation and university partnership in all of higher 
education than the one we share with the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. And this is not 
exclusive to the record $42 million dollar challenge grant. Our relationship with the 
Kellogg Foundation dates back decades – starting in 1949 when the Foundation 
facilitated the transfer of this property to the state of California. In the years that 
followed, gifts and grants have supported the construction or upgrades to the Arabian 
Horse Center, Kellogg West, Kellogg House Pomona, and, most recently, the new 
Kellogg Arabian Horse Library. Gifts from this Foundation have supported countless 
scholarships and programs, especially in underserved communities.   
  
There is no question in my mind that Cal Poly Pomona would be a different place 
without the support of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation. Last week, the university was 
fortunate to have been invited to host the foundation board’s regularly scheduled 
meeting. This marked the first time since 1994 that the entire Kellogg Foundation 
Board has been on campus.  
  
The board had an opportunity to meet with some faculty, staff and students, especially 
those who have benefited from the $42 million challenge grant. They include the 
Veterans Service Initiative, Renaissance Scholars and the Parents Institute for Quality 
Education (PIQE).  
  
It could not have gone better, and I want to extend my thanks to Sterling Speirn and 
Jim McHale for letting Cal Poly Pomona host the meeting. It was a great experience and 
reinforced how fortunate we are.  
  
*  
Tomorrow I will be at the January meeting of the CSU Board of Trustees. Among the 
agenda items will be the announcement of the new president for Cal State Fullerton. 
There are currently five CSU presidential searches happening this year, and Fullerton’s 
will be the first name to come forward. I am serving on the search advisory committee 
for a new president at Cal State Northridge. Before the end of  



the academic year, San Bernardino, San Francisco and the Maritime Academy will also 
receive new leadership.  
  
*  
You have heard me mention the cadre of great speakers that have recently visited the 
university. This week it will be Dr. Roger Beachy, the inaugural voice of the Kellogg 
Distinguished Lecture Series. He is a member of the U.S. National Academy of Sciences 
and will discuss the future of sustainable and intensive agriculture. The event is this 
Thursday at 7 p.m. in the University Theatre.  
  
And next week, we are proud to host author, professor and public intellectual Cornel 
West. He will be on campus on Wednesday, February 1, to speak and field questions 
about social justice and civil rights. “An Evening with Dr. West” is organized by the 
political science department and University Library as part of our Intellectual Stimulus 
Program. The event is scheduled for 6:30 p.m. in the University Theatre and admission 
is free.  
  
And we will also host Andrea Smith in conjunction with the Hugh O. La Bounty 
Endowed Chair. An associate professor of media and cultural studies at UCR, Dr. Smith 
will also speak on Wednesday, February 1, this time from 2 to 4 p.m. in Ursa Major. She 
is a longtime anti-violence and Native American activist and scholar. She will talk about 
violence against Native American women and women of color. The La Bounty endowed 
chair brings distinguished visitors and organizes events that expose students to a 
variety of experiences, views and opinions.  
  
*  
Finally, I invite the campus community to celebrate the Year of the Dragon! The Lunar 
New Year is one of the most important Asian holidays. On January 26, there will be 
cultural performances, food sales by cultural clubs and free arts & crafts from 11:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in University Park. For details, visit the website on your screen.   
  
www.dsa.csupomona.edu/apisc.  
  
So that’s my message for today and I am sticking to it. Here’s hoping you have a great 
week.  
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