
Monday’s Message – January 18, 2011 
 
Good morning everyone! 
 
The scope of last week’s budget announcement required that I omit a number things that 
normally would have been included in my weekly message. While the news from Sacramento is 
distressing, we will not let the things we can’t control eclipse the things we can – and that 
includes celebrating your great accomplishments and success stories.  
 

 
 
One such example: Congratulations to Lisa Kusayanagi, who coordinates marketing, promotions 
and game management for our athletic department. Thanks to her efforts, Cal Poly Pomona 
was the CCAA conference winner for the NCAA 2010 Division II Game Environment Award of 
Excellence.  The award is in recognition of our Pack the Stands event for the men’s soccer team 
earlier this fall. Congratulations, Lisa! And more from athletics as we introduced our new 
baseball coach, Randy Betten, who comes to us after serving as the assistant coach at UC 
Riverside. 
 

 
 
I also want to roll out the welcome mat for Dr. Mahyar Amouzegar, who will become the new 
dean for the College of Engineering on Monday, July 18. Dr. Amouzegar is currently the 
associate dean of engineering for Research and Graduate Studies as well as a professor of 
electrical engineering at Cal State Long Beach.  
 
This is also a good time to recognize Don Coduto, who has served as interim dean since the 
retirement of Ed Hohmann. Don has done an absolutely marvelous job in this transitional role 
and we will continue to benefit from his leadership. 
 

 
 
For 21 years, the annual Cross Cultural Retreat has been important dialogue for our faculty, 
staff and students, providing a haven for small-group discussions on sensitive cultural issues.  
The event returns this Friday, January 21st through Sunday, January 23rd, at Kellogg West. 
 
This year’s retreat goal is to create a safe environment that supports personal identity 
exploration in a multi-cultural community.  If you would like more information, contact Jami 
Grosser at the email address on your screen (jrgrosser@csupomona.edu)  
 

 
 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2011/01/amouzegar-named-dean-engineering.html
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Another registration date is approaching rapidly. Students, faculty and staff are invited to 
attend the 19th annual Unity Luncheon on Tuesday, February 8 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in 
the Ursa Major Suite of the Bronco Student Center.  
 
This is an extremely popular event and registration for the Unity Luncheon closes on Tuesday, 
January 25. This year's theme, "Make it Better," focuses on the anti-bullying efforts for the 
LGBT community and is based on the national campaign of the same name. You can register 
online via the link on your screen: (http://dsa.csupomona.edu/unity) 
 

 
 
The dramatic budget cuts over the past decade often generate questions about what is and 
isn’t supported by the state general fund. Not every student service on campus is funded via 
the state. One such example is our physical and mental health services, which is supported by a 
special student health fee. These resources have enabled us to begin several critically needed 
services.  Before the holiday break, Counseling and Psychological Services, or CAPS for short, 
launched a 24/7 crisis counseling support hotline.  Any weekday evening after 5 p.m., over the 
weekend, and during holidays or campus closures, students in distress can speak with a 
counselor by telephone.  Faculty or staff who may be concerned about a student can also get 
support.  Just call CAPS at (909) 869-3220 and press 2 to speak with a counselor.   Student 
Health Services is also proud to announce the addition of staff psychiatrist, Dr. David Block.  Dr. 
Block will significantly enhance mental health services and patient education.  He previously 
worked at San Francisco State University and is board certified by the American Board of 
Psychiatry and Neurology.   
 

 
 
When you think about it, 2010 was a remarkable year for this university. Each of you 
persevered through budget cuts and furloughs, and this community rose to the occasion. We 
celebrated a historic year for the Rose Float, an NCAA Division II Men’s Basketball National 
Championship, a record $42 million dollar gift from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, the public 
launch of the comprehensive campaign, and yet another year of graduating some of the 
brightest young minds in the country. Our university photographer, Tom Zasadzinski, pulled 
together a visual year in review. I hope you enjoy it, and thanks for tuning in… 
 
http://www.csupomona.edu/~publicaffairs/slideshows/year2010/ 
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