
Monday’s Message – January 9, 2012 
 
Happy Monday, Everyone! 
 
One of my primary directives as your president is to be the ultimate advocate for Cal Poly 
Pomona. It’s a job that I am honored to perform every day. But through this, I also see how 
frequently we are taken for granted. For nearly 75 years, this university has consistently 
provided our community and industry with some of the nation’s best-prepared graduates. That 
fact was brought to light last week in a special report from Kiplinger, a finance and investment 
publication. 
 
The magazine released its annual ranking of the top 100 public colleges and universities that 
blend excellence and affordability. I am proud to share that Cal Poly Pomona is ranked 91st in 
the nation. Only four CSU campuses made the list.  
 
The top 100 were drawn from a pool of more than 500 colleges and universities that were 
evaluated on metrics that included graduation rates, cost and student debt loads. 
 
This success story is a direct reflection of the efforts of our faculty and staff, men and women 
who consistently provide our students with a premier educational experience. Despite our 
budget issues, you rise to the challenge. I only wish we could better reward you for your efforts. 
But I can tell you thank you and congratulations.  
 

* 
Since I just mentioned budget challenges, let’s segue into the not-so-good news from 
Sacramento. Last Thursday, Governor Brown provided an earlier-than-expected look at his 
proposed 2012-13 budget. Although the state is in better financial condition than it was a year 
ago, there is still a significant deficit to address. The CSU will begin the next fiscal year with the 
same budget we have today, reflective of the $750 million dollars in cuts that we received over 
the past seven months. But the governor has also proposed a new series of trigger cuts that 
would go into effect if his tax initiative does not pass next November. That trigger cut would be 
another $200 million for the CSU, or nearly $10 million dollars for Cal Poly Pomona. 
 
Veterans of California’s budget wars know that this is just the opening salvo. But we also know 
that higher education has not been a recent priority of the State Legislature or this governor, so 
it falls on all of us to be active advocates. What does that mean? I will have more to share in the 
coming weeks, so stay tuned. 
 

* 
For 14 years, the CSU Symposium on University Teaching has showcased excellence, innovation 
and collaboration in teaching. I proud to announce that the Bronco Student Center will be the 
site for the 15th annual event, scheduled for Friday and Saturday, April 13 & 14. The theme for 
2012 is "Learning by Design." Faculty have the opportunity to submit proposals for 
presentations at the conference.  The deadline is February 1. 
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There are so many examples of great teaching on our campus. I hope you can visit the home 
page of the Faculty Center for more details on the symposium and ways you can participate. 
 

* 
Speaking of proposals, for the 13th consecutive year, the Agriculture Research Institute, also 
known as ARI, invites proposals for research in a wide spectrum of agricultural-related areas. 
Matching funds are required. The program awards up to $150,000 annually per project for 
three years. ARI is open to all Cal Poly Pomona faculty regardless of discipline. Details are 
available on the ARI website on your screen. The deadline is 5 p.m. on January 23.   
 

* 
Another item for your calendar is Thursday, January 26. This marks the inaugural date of the 
Kellogg Distinguished Public Lecture Series. The university will host Roger Beachy, a member of 
the U.S. National Academy of Sciences and a professor of biology at Washington University in 
St. Louis.  
 
The lecture, which is open to the public, will be held in the University Theatre at 7 p.m. Dr. 
Beachy will discuss the future of sustainable and intensive agriculture in his lecture, “The Role 
of Science and Technology in Achieving Global Food Security.” 
 

* 
The theatre department will host its second annual Film Symposium on Friday and Saturday, 
Jan. 20 and 21. The emphasis will be on directing, screenwriting, production and casting. Film 
director Colin Campbell will show his 2011 feature, “Guido,” on Jan. 20 at 6:30 p.m. in the 
Music Recital Hall. An Academy Award-nominated filmmaker, Mr. Campbell will answer 
questions following the screening. For details, call the theatre department at Extension 3900. 
 
Also from Hollywood, two members of the cast of “A Soldier’s Story” will join us for a screening 
and film retrospective on Tuesday, January 17 in Ursa Major. 
 
Following the screening, William Allen Young will join fellow actor Art Evans in a panel 
discussion on the 1984 film’s broader social issues. Joining Young and Evans on stage will be Dr. 
Renford Reese from the political science department. The event is open to the entire university 
community and begins with a reception at 5:30 p.m. 
 

* 
Last week I opened my video message talking about the Rose Float. Today I am going to end my 
message with a final look at our 2012 float, giving you all a behind-the-scenes view of what it 
takes to pull this project together. I hope you enjoy it and I’ll see you next Tuesday. 
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