
Monday’s Message – January 3, 2012 
 
Happy New Year! 
 
A new calendar year was once again launched with a cherished tradition. To the Rescue was our 
64th entry in the Tournament of Roses Parade and our students and alumni were out in force. 
The float featured 25-foot-tall skyscrapers, moving cars on city streets, a train that runs the 
length of the float, and a pond and waterfall. 
 
And according to KTLA Channel 5, it was THE fan favorite. Nearly 4,800 people named To the 
Rescue their favorite float. That represented 61 percent of the online voting. 
 
The sense of pride surrounding our Rose Float program is something special. We have an 
incredibly passionate group of students, alumni, donors and volunteers who bring this project 
together every year. It would not happen without them. On behalf of the entire university 
community, I want to thank you for another great year. 

 
 

While the vast majority of the campus community was home last week, our team in Facilities 
Management, as well as support from the police department, I & IT and others, were 
completing a significant project. As I shared before the break, we learned last June the urgent 
need to clean and maintain our high voltage electrical distribution equipment. 
 
If we had not addressed this problem in time, the result could have been a massive power 
outage at the worst possible time.  
 
The repairs required that we power down the campus, while still maintaining critical functions 
that sustains research, public safety, animals and property. I am pleased to say that the repairs 
were completed without a hitch, thanks to the advance planning and diligence of our team in 
facilities, led by Director Mark Miller. I want to thank Mark, Police Chief Mike Guerin, our staffs 
in housing and I&IT, as well as everyone who helped make this possible.  
 
 
One of our campaign goals is the building of a new baseball facility. John Scolinos Field is named 
after our legendary head coach, a man who led Cal Poly Pomona to three NCAA Championships 
before retiring in 1992 as the winningest coach in Division II baseball history. To honor Coach 
Scolinos and provide for the future of the baseball program, a new stadium would bring new 
spectator seating, dugouts, public restroom facilities and locker rooms. The new facility also 
would add stadium lighting and a new scoreboard, both desperately needed if the program is to 
host regional and national events. 
 
Before we left for the break, baseball alumnus Danny Andrews, along with his wife Mary, made 
a $400,000 pledge to the new Scolinos Field. This is the single largest gift in the history of 
intercollegiate athletics and becomes the lead gift to move this project forward. We still have a 



long way to go. We are counting on our alumni and others close to Coach Scolinos to help us 
build something special. I want to publicly thank Danny and Mary for this wonderful gift and 
look forward to sharing our progress in the months ahead. 
 
And there is more great campaign news: Tony Marraccino, a 1972 graduate in engineering 
technology, and his wife Terri, have signed a planned gift valued at $650,000. It will be split 
evenly between the Rose Float Program, the College of Engineering and a maintenance fund for 
the university.  All three gifts will be in the form of an endowment. 
 
 
The Bronco men’s and women’s basketball teams will be at home this weekend as CCAA 
conference play continues. Both teams are nationally ranked and off to a red hot start. The men 
are undefeated and the women have just one loss. And if you have not been to the new-look 
Kellogg Gym, you are bound to have a great experience. 
 
There are also lots of giveaways. The men and women will be home to Cal State East Bay on 
Thursday and CSU Monterey Bay on Saturday. The doubleheaders begin at 5:30 p.m. For more 
details, visit www.broncoathletics.com. 
 
 
In closing, I want to recognize the work of five faculty members who were honored by 
eLearning with a Wall of COOL award for their outstanding online or hybrid courses. COOL 
stands for celebrating outstanding online learning and all recipients used eLearning resources 
to integrate technology into learning. 
 
The five faculty members include Suketu Bhavsar from Science, Barbara Bromley from CEIS, 
Henry Co in business administration, Tanya Faltens from engineering, and Eddie Mao in 
hospitality management. 
 
As a university community, we need to constantly explore new and innovative teaching 
methodologies, all with respect to how today’s students learn. This program allows us to share 
ideas and techniques that promote successful learning communities. For more information, 
visit the website on your screen. 
 
http://www.csupomona.edu/~elearning/cool/ 
 
2012 is upon us and I am excited about the new year. I will have a lot to share in the coming 
weeks and months, so I hope you stay tuned. Have a great week! 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~elearning/cool/

