
Monday’s Message – November 15, 2010 
 
Greetings! 
 
On November 11, 1918 – at the 11th hour, of the 11th day, of the 11th month, an armistice was 
signed between the Allied nations and Germany, to end the First World War. It was supposed to 
be the last great war, but we know differently. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson proclaimed 
November 11 as the first commemoration of Armistice Day with the following words:  
 
"To us in America, the reflections of Armistice Day will be filled with solemn pride in the 
heroism of those who died in the country’s service and with gratitude for the victory, both 
because of the thing from which it has freed us and because of the opportunity it has given 
America to show her sympathy with peace and justice in the councils of the nations."  
 
We honor our own veterans with the same gratitude. They are heroes in every sense of the 
word – for they were willing to sacrifice everything for the freedoms that all too many take for 
granted. Last Tuesday, the campus came together to recognize those faculty, staff and students 
who have served so honorably in our armed forces. They deserve our thanks every day. 
 
Journalist and author Elmer Davis once said that this nation will remain the land of the free, 
only so long as it is the home of the brave. 
 

 
 
Last week you heard me celebrate the work of so many people across campus who helped pull 
together the extraordinary event that launched the comprehensive campaign. Our next step 
will be to reach out and meet with each of our guests on an individual basis to identify how 
they want to support the university.  
 
Each new gift is a reason to rejoice, so I hope you heard the cheers from the Collins College last 
week when they learned that the J. Willard and Alice S. Marriott Foundation had awarded them 
$2 million to support the college's academic building expansion. In recognition of this gift, a 
classroom building within the proposed facility will be named after the Marriott family. 
 
And this is how $2 million becomes $4 million. The Marriott gift will be matched by the college's 
namesakes and longtime supporters Carol and Jim Collins. In 2008, Carol and Jim Collins 
pledged to match up to $5 million to build a new $10 million educational complex.  
 
Throughout the campaign, you will be hearing stories like this. And while every gift won’t be 
seven figures, there are still great stories as to how alumni and friends, faculty and staff will be 
making a meaningful contribution. The new campaign website is now up, running and on your 
screen (http://www.yourcalpolypomona.com). It’s easy to remember – Your Cal Poly 
Pomona.com. 
 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2010/11/marriott-foundation-2mil-collins.html
http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/news_stories/2010/11/marriott-foundation-2mil-collins.html
http://www.yourcalpolypomona.com/


 
 
I hope you can join Betty and me this Wednesday night, November 17, when our Bronco men’s 
basketball team hosts Pacifica College at 7:30 p.m. It will be a special night as we raise the 2010 
NCAA Championship banner into the rafters of Kellogg Gym. This marked the first national 
championship for our men’s program, but hopefully not the last. Cal Poly Pomona enters the 
2010-11 season as the number one ranked team in the country in the Division II Bulletin pre-
season poll. And congratulations to the women’s and men’s cross country teams. This week the 
women are ranked 20th in the country while the men come in at 24th. Coach Troy Johnson has 
done a great job of preparing the teams and I want to wish them best of luck as they advance to 
the NCAA West Regionals this weekend. 
 

 
 
In closing, I am delighted to report that our architecture department has been ranked among 
the top 20 undergraduate programs in the country. The Design Futures Council, an 
interdisciplinary network of design, product and construction leaders, released its list last week, 
and Cal Poly Pomona was 19th, one of just four California universities to make the top 20. Our 
architecture department has a long, rich history and a tradition of excellence. This ranking is 
further evidence. Congratulations to all of the faculty, staff and students in the architecture 
department. 
 
A short message this week. Next Monday we’ll take a brief video sabbatical, but I’ll return after 
the break… If I don’t see, here’s hoping you enjoy a wonderful Thanksgiving with family and 
friends. Thanks for tuning in… 

 
 
 

http://www.broncoathletics.com/index.aspx?tab=basketball&path=mbball
http://www.broncoathletics.com/index.aspx?tab=basketball&path=mbball
http://www.broncoathletics.com/news/2010/11/3/MBB_1103104120.aspx?path=mbball

