
Monday Video Message – June 3, 2013 

Good afternoon, everyone. 

*** 

     

We have just a few things.  

The District Attorney’s office has notified our University Police Department that the office will 
pursue a charge of misdemeanor vehicular manslaughter against the driver who struck bicyclist 
Ivan Aguilar last winter. At this point, the case is a matter for the courts to determine.  

On our own campus, conversations about traffic circulation and campus planning will continue. 
Campus groups are reviewing information they have received from our open forums on 
automobile, pedestrian and bicycle safety. These will help us focus our resources and establish 
priorities.  

*** 

Faculty and students in the biological sciences department have just published the results of a 
significant study on Huntington’s disease, a fatal and incurable genetic disease.  

For the study, Dr. Andrew Voss worked with a graduate student and an undergraduate student, 
and collaborated with Dr. Robert Talmadge. The team’s research suggests that the disease is 
more than a neurodegenerative process. In fact, skeletal muscle is also involved. 

Learn more about the exciting research in PolyCentric. 

*** 

Our Baja SAE team has turned in another impressive performance. The team placed sixth out 87 
teams from around the world. Our team was the best ranked in California, besting campuses 
like UCLA. This was also the first year Cal Poly Pomona advanced into the design finals. 

Congratulations to the team for another job well done. Now it’s time to cheer on our Formula 
SAE team!  

*** 

Speaking of job well done… I want to congratulate our track and field team -- led by first-year 
coach Octavious Gillespie-Bennett along with assistant coaches, Tony Reyes and Torri Edwards– 
for a spectacular season. 



Eight Broncos competed at the Division II Track and Field National Championships in Colorado.  

Senior Jillian Schmidt made it a year to remember when she earned two All-America honors in a 
single season.  This is the first time since 1999 that anyone has accomplished that feat. Jillian 
placed fourth in the high jump and eighth in the heptathlon.   

All eight Broncos represented our university well, and I cannot be more proud of their 
accomplishments.  

*** 

With all these accomplishments in and out of the classroom, you can see why Cal Poly Pomona 
has once again been recognized as one of the nation’s best values in higher education. 

Affordable Colleges Online released its rankings of the top 50 universities in the nation offering 
affordability and a high return on investment. 

Cal Poly Pomona placed in the top 3 percent of institutions analyzed. 

*** 

Make it a great week. Go Broncos!  

### 


