
Monday Video Message – June 10, 2013 

Good afternoon, everyone. 

*** 

This is my favorite time of the year.  

Last week, cultural graduation celebrations kicked off commencement season. These events 
recognized graduating seniors while incorporating the unique traditions of each cultural and 
affinity group.  

It is always a joy to see these graduates thriving with the support of these groups. At Cal Poly 
Pomona, we don’t just understand or embrace diversity, we live it each and every day. 

And this Friday, we begin three days of commencement ceremonies for each college. I hope 
each of you is able to attend at least one. Commencement reminds us of what this is all about.  

Every class, every final, every job is about providing our students successful learning 
experiences and preparing them for successful careers. As I shake each graduate’s hand and 
watch them walk across the stage at commencement, I imagine the limitless potential they 
have to shape their career fields and their communities.  

It is truly an honor and a privilege to be a part of this learning institution and to help build a 
positive environment for students to transform themselves.  

*** 

Despite working with just 62% of the state funding we received in 2004-05, our university has 
managed to maintain the valuable hands-on learning experiences our graduates have become 
known for. If the governor’s budget stands, next year, the state will finally begin taking 
incremental steps toward reinvesting in higher education. It has been a long time coming, but I 
am cautiously optimistic that this is the signal for brighter times ahead. 

I thank our students, faculty and staff for their perseverance through even the most challenging 
times. Our faculty members are doing exceptional research that pushes the boundaries of 
knowledge. They are teachers and scholars who dedicate their lives to preparing the next 
generation of leaders in their field. Our dedicated staff members are finding creative ways to do 
more with less to ensure our students have services they need.  

These efforts show. We continue to be ranked among the best public universities in the 
Western United States. And more and more national publications are lauding Cal Poly Pomona 
for providing a high-value education.  



There is a great deal to be proud of – and it’s all thanks to people like you. You have each given 
to this university in some way, whether you are a student contributing to your classroom, a 
faculty or staff member dedicating your career to this cause, or a donor supporting our mission. 
I thank you. This is my 10th year at Cal Poly Pomona. And each year, I am increasingly humbled 
and honored to serve as this great university’s president.  

*** 

Regardless of whether you graduate or retire this year, I urge you to stay connected next 
academic year as Cal Poly Pomona commemorates its 75th anniversary.  

Beginning this fall, our university and the greater community will come together to celebrate 
this milestone. While the yearlong events mark the university’s founding in 1938, it is also an 
opportunity to celebrate its achievements and envision its future. You won’t want to miss a 
minute of it. 

*** 

It has become a tradition to close my end-of-the-year video with a slideshow by university 
photographer Tom Zasadzinski to put us in the right frame of mind. Enjoy the show and have a 
wonderful summer! 

(Commencement Slideshow: http://youtu.be/2LOXXvfjcTM) 
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