
Monday’s Message – April 8, 2013 

Greetings, everyone. 

 

The Chancellor’s Office has approved the Student Success Fee, which will take effect this fall.  

With the extreme budget challenges the university has faced, the Student Success Fee is critical 
for us to maintain, and in some cases expand, those services we know enhance student 
persistence and graduation rates. Every student will find multiple areas where the fee will 
improve their overall campus experience. 

The fee was recommended to the Chancellor’s Office after an extensive consultation process 
with students last fall. Through open forums and presentations to student groups, nearly 1,400 
students participated in the process with 71.2 percent voting in support of the fee. Our student-
led Fee Advisory Committee unanimously approved the fee, which I then recommended to the 
Chancellor’s Office. 

Our current fees to support student success services and programs are just $45 per year. Our 
sister polytechnic in San Luis Obispo has fees exceeding $1,800 each year. Compare this to the 
CSU average of $398, and you can see Cal Poly Pomona functions with about 7-million-dollars 
less each year to serve our students. Over four years, we will be closing that gap.  

I urge you to go online to learn more about what the fee will fund, including more class 
sections, increased tutorial services, and enhanced wireless and technology support. Visit the 
Student Success Fee site to read more (http://www.csupomona.edu/~studentsuccessfee).   

*** 

Based on the thoughtful feedback we have been receiving about traffic management, ASI 
President Chris Osuala and I will be expanding this quarter’s Pizza with the Presidents event on 
Thursday, April 18. Improving roadways and pathways for drivers, cyclists and pedestrians is a 
complex task, so we have decided to crowdsource. We are opening up the discussion to the 
entire campus and looking for your ideas.  

The event is moving to the Bronco Student Center’s Ursa Major Suite. Pizza with the Presidents 
will be a half hour earlier from 11:30 to 12:30 to accommodate Traffic Safety Forums focused 
on Vehicle, Pedestrian, and Bicycle Safety.  

Participants can choose to take part in the Forums from 10 to 11:30 a.m. or 12:30 to 2 p.m. We 
will have short presentations at the beginning of each forum, followed by facilitated 
discussions. You do not have to stay the whole time. Participants can drop in to provide 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~studentsuccessfee


feedback or seek information. If you cannot make it, there will also be ways to learn more 
about the issues, as well as share concerns and suggestions online. Make sure to save the date 
and bring your ideas.  

*** 

On a related note, we’re starting a new tradition of holding the winter and spring Safety Alert 
tests on the second week of each quarter. Fall quarter tests will continue to coincide with the 
Great Shakeout each October. Our next test is Thursday, April 11, at 9:45 a.m. 

Safety Alerts are only used for emergency notifications related to your safety, and during three 
tests a year. You will receive alerts through phone calls, emails and text messages.  

Learn more by visiting our news site listed below (http://polycentric.csupomona.edu).  

*** 

Congratulations are in order for our student Cyber Defense team and faculty coach Ron Pike. 
Cal Poly Pomona beat out UC Berkeley and USC in a cyber-defense competition to win its fifth 
consecutive regional title.  

Our student team includes eight students who represent three colleges:  business 
administration, engineering, and science. They protected their computer network over three 
days of grueling cyberattacks. Later this month, they will compete in the national round in 
Texas. Good luck, team!  

*** 

Another group celebrating recent success is The Collins College of Hospitality Management, 
which just raised more than $455,000 to support its programs, at our annual Hospitality 
Uncorked event. The Collins College Board of Advisers hosted nearly 700 people at the JW 
Marriott Los Angeles at LA Live. The Robert Mondavi Wine & Food Award was presented to 
Visit California president Caroline Beteta for her contributions to the state’s hospitality 
industry.  

This is a great example of highly successful industry members who have chosen to get involved 
and make a difference at our university. They’re helping our students today and at the same 
time investing in their future industry leaders. 

*** 

We’ve got top-notch events coming up to stimulate discussions about important issues in our 
communities. 

http://polycentric.csupomona.edu/


 

On Wednesday, the College of Business Administration is launching its Leadership Forum, 
aimed to inspire and motivate leaders. They’re starting the program with a bang, bringing to 
campus Mike Sheldon, CEO of Deutsch LA advertising company. His company is behind some of 
the most memorable and creative ads you’ve seen. If you’ve ever watched the Super Bowl, 
you’ve seen his company’s award-winning work.  

The presentation begins at 5 p.m. in the University Theatre.  

I want to thank 2001 distinguished alumnus Ronald Gregoire and the Gregoire Family Trust for 
making this possible. 

*** 

On Friday, we are hosting our second PolyTeach event on “Technology and the Innovative 
University.” Organizers have put together a high-energy, half-day session focusing on new uses 
of technology in learning.  Our keynote speaker Dr. Vikki Costa will address the “The 21st 
century university.” We’ll also see student demonstrations of innovative technology use, 
discussion on our own vision for technology at Cal Poly Pomona, and something like a “speed-
dating” session for technology and learning apps. You’re going to have to go to know what I 
mean. Learn more at the site on your screen. (http://www.csupomona.edu/~polyteach/) 

*** 

Also, there’s a reason the Library is behind me. Next week is National Library Week. Our library 
has coordinated a diverse range of events, from discussions on Harry Potter to learning about 
what it means to be a locavore.  

Explore the upcoming events at the site below. (http://bit.ly/libraryweek2013) 

*** 

I truly hope you take advantage of the events in the coming weeks. They are opportunities to 
hear thought leaders and engage in discussions that could help shape our university. 

See you in two weeks!  

 


