
President’s Monday Update 
November 4, 2013 
 
Good afternoon, everyone.  
 
I am very pleased to announce that Steven Garcia will be our next vice president for 
Administrative Affairs. The campus feedback from his interviews and open forum were strongly 
in his favor.  
 
Dr. Garcia has 10 years of leadership experience in the CSU as well as at other private and 
public universities. He has a passion for access and diversity, which also makes him an excellent 
match for our campus. He will begin Jan. 6. 
 
He succeeds Dr. Ed Barnes, who is retiring on Dec. 1 after more than 30 years of service at Cal 
Poly Pomona. 
 

* * * 
 

I am so proud to share we have a new Office of Undergraduate Research, located in Building 1. 
Funded by the Chancellor's Office, it will help students engage in undergraduate research as 
well as provide support to faculty.  
 
Our students already benefit from close relationships with faculty. Added support for 
undergraduate research helps provide our students the edge they need to stand out in the 
workforce as well as graduate school.  
 
Visit the web site on your screen to learn more.  
 

* * * 
 
Speaking of hands-on experiences, our 2014 Rose Float is starting to take shape!  
 
On October 26th, San Luis Obispo students drove down their half of the float to our campus lab.  
 
Since then, the Rose Queen and her court have toured our campus and visited with the Rose 
Float team.  
 
Every New Year, students from the two Cal Poly campuses have submitted a float into the Rose 
Parade. Bedtime Buccaneers will be our 66th consecutive entry!  
 
The Rose Float is something that the entire community can take pride in, and it’s our chance 
every year to shine on the national and international stage. Cal Poly Pomona has not had a 
football team for some time, so for us, Rose Float is our football, and unlike many others, we 
get to play every New Year’s Day. 



 
 

* * * 
 
Best wishes go out to our cross country teams, which are competing at the West Region 
Championships this Saturday.  
 
The women’s team is led by junior Lizette Huerta, who earned All-CCAA honors.   
The men’s team is ranked 17th in the latest Division II poll. The men’s team is led by the Carrell 
brothers. Ryan just earned his fourth All-CCAA honor, while John notched his first All-CCAA 
accolade. 
 

* * * 
 
The volleyball team gave Coach Rosie Wegrich a very nice birthday present last week. They 
notched another win, bringing the coach’s career wins to 700. She has the fifth highest total 
among active coaches in Division II.  
 
The 2013 team has won seven of its last nine matches, moving them to sixth place in the 
conference.  
 

* * * 
 
Next Monday, the campus will be closed as we honor our nation’s veterans. The following day, 
please join us for our Veteran’s Day Commemoration at noon in the Quad.  
 
In the coming weeks, there are numerous events you won’t want to miss. Last week, I 
highlighted Daymond John and Virginia Grebbien.  
 
This week, we have unique music events for the community to enjoy. 
 
On November 6th, Professor Nadia Shpachenko of the music department will perform with 
violinist Martin Chalifour and pianist Kevin Fitz-Gerald at 8 p.m. in the Music Recital Hall.  The 
Chamber Music performance will feature the world premiere of Adam Schoenberg’s "Bounce," 
written for two pianos and percussion.  
  
In honor of the 75th anniversary, the Library is hosting “Music from 1938.” Professor David 
Kopplin and his band will perform on the 3rd floor on November 7th at noon.  
 
Go to the university home page and click on “Calendar” to learn more about upcoming events. 
 

* * * 
 



Thanks for tuning in. Make it a great week, Broncos! 
 
 


