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Happy New Year, everyone! 
 
Our 75th anniversary is off to quite a memorable start! We welcomed the new academic year 
with BroncoFusion for students and Fall Conference for faculty and staff. Both events enjoyed 
record attendance.   
 

*** 
 
A day before classes started, local police activity in the vicinity of University Village forced us to 
use our Safety Alert system. We’ve got more than 5,900 new undergraduates who have never 
heard of our emergency alerting system, so let me provide a brief overview. 
 
Safety Alerts are activated only during emergencies and for quarterly tests that we advertise 
widely. They broadcast messages to the campus community via phone calls, email messages, 
text messages and desktop alerts on campus-owned computers.  
 
Los Angeles County sheriff’s deputies pursued suspects in a Walnut burglary to a mobile home 
community near Valley Boulevard and Temple Avenue. The suspects stopped their car and 
attempted to flee. Two were immediately apprehended. A third man was believed to be in or 
around University Village, so we advised those in the area to shelter in place. Eventually, the 
area was cleared by officers, who considered the third suspect no longer a threat to campus. By 
Wednesday evening we provided an all-clear. 
 
A handful of people have asked why we provided so many updates. The reason is simple. We 
care about you. We had people in 320 units in the Village who were asked to shelter in place. 
We also had thousands of students, faculty and staff on campus. They needed to be informed 
of the emerging situation so they could make good decisions about their personal safety. 
Imagine if you were in the Village. Wouldn’t you want regular updates about the progress of 
the search for the suspect? 
 
I am relieved the situation ended peacefully. And I am grateful for our surrounding public safety 
departments, which sent dozens of officers and a helicopter to aid in the search. If you’re 
interested in learning more about the Safety Alert system, visit the Emergency Communications 
website (http://www.csupomona.edu/~publicaffairs/emergency/). To learn more about what 
to do in an emergency, read the campus Emergency Plan Summary and Self Help Guide 
(http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/police/emergencyplan.asp).  
 
From here on out, my hope is that any other excitement on campus is related only to learning, 
our student activities, or the 75th anniversary celebrations!  
 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~publicaffairs/emergency/
http://www.dsa.csupomona.edu/police/emergencyplan.asp


*** 
 
This year, our campus will be engaged in countless efforts to ensure that our campus 
experience is as positive as it can be for our students. You can learn more about these by 
exploring our strategic plan (http://www.csupomona.edu/~strategicplan/). In particular, I want 
to highlight two initiatives with broad impacts across campus: The Graduation Initiative and the 
Student Success Fee.  
 
The Graduation Initiative is an ongoing effort to increase our graduation rates and help 
underrepresented students complete college. We are already seeing steady increases of 10% to 
18% in the numbers of students who continue on the road to graduation, from first-time 
freshmen to underrepresented minority students and first-generation college students. 
(graphic?) 
 
This fall, our students will benefit from enhanced services, thanks to the Student Success Fee, a 
fee that students voted to impose on themselves.   
 
With the extreme budget challenges the university has faced over the past several years, the 
Student Success Fee is critical for us to maintain, and in some cases expand, those services we 
know enhance student persistence and graduation rates. Each student should easily find 
multiple areas where the fee will improve his or her overall campus experience. 
 
To learn more about the range of expanded services and more, visit the website on your 
screen. (http://www.csupomona.edu/~studentsuccessfee/index.shtml) 
 
 

*** 
 
This is a special year at Cal Poly Pomona – we are celebrating 75 years of excellence in 
education.  
 
This week we have several events, including a unique look at our history during ‘Tales from our 
Archives’ on October 2nd. The next day, we’re hosting the CEO of GrowBiz Media during our 
Executive Speaker Series. The W.K. Kellogg Arabian Horse Center’s 75th Celebration and 
Reunion will include a full weekend of events, such as a cowboy breakfast, reunion dinner, 
tours of the facility, and its renowned horse show. Visit our calendar from the home page to 
learn more events on campus.  
 

* 
 
Thanks for tuning in. I’ll see you next week. Let’s make it a great year, Broncos!  
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