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Hello everyone!  

Do you notice anything different? Last year at Convocation I went on the record that I would 

lose 25 pounds. Well, I’m about halfway there, and I’m more committed than ever to taking 

care of myself. 

A few weeks ago, I had a health scare – the kind that puts everything in perspective. While 

Betty and I were visiting our daughter in San Diego, I had a minor stroke. I say minor because I 

suffered no lasting adverse effects. 

I consider myself lucky for a lot of reasons, including the fact that I received immediate medical 

attention at one of the best stroke centers in the nation at UCSD. If the stroke had occurred just 

one week later, Betty and I would have been in a remote part of Colorado. The nearest hospital 

would have been a hundred miles away. 

My doctors expect me to make a full recovery, and Betty’s got me drinking green juice 

smoothies.  

I’m already back at work, and I would venture to guess our faculty, staff and students won’t 

notice a change as I transition back into a full schedule. During this time, I want you to know 

that I remain fully committed to this university and the exceptional work that we do. I’ve never 

been more excited about the great things in store for Cal Poly Pomona. 

And it all begins with Fall Conference.  

*** 

We’re kicking off our 75th anniversary celebrations at Convocation on Monday, September 23.  I 

can’t give away any details, but we’re mixing up the program and have some surprises in store.  

Breakfast begins at 8 a.m. with Convocation commencing at 9. Check out the Fall Conference 

website for details on the range of activities the first week of school. 

*** 

This fall, we’ll be welcoming thousands of new Broncos. You’ve probably seen them this 

summer. Our campus is hosting 33-hundred incoming freshmen and another 28-hundred 



transfer students at orientation programs this summer. These bright and diverse students were 

chosen from more than 42-thousand applicants. 

During orientation, students and their families learn about the numerous academic and support 
services available to them. They attend a wide range of educational workshops, figure out the 
difference between BroncoDirect and Bronco411, discover the library and other academic 
resources, and learn about ways to get involved. It is a crash course in Bronco Spirit.   

It’s critical for our students to start college on the right foot. So I offer my thanks and 
congratulations to the countless faculty, staff and students who have played a role in 
welcoming our newest Broncos.  

*** 

This summer, we also appointed a strong thinker and advocate to lead the College of Letters, 
Arts, and Social Sciences. Dr. Sharon Hilles has already proven her exceptional leadership ability 
while serving as interim dean. I thank her for her steady leadership since 2011, and am looking 
forward to seeing continued success from the college.   

*** 

Coming up this fall are 75th anniversary events that are planned throughout the year. There has 
never been a better time to be a Bronco. 

[Betty comes in from off camera and hands Dr. Ortiz a smoothie.]  

Betty: We’re looking forward to the university’s 75th anniversary celebrations. Your love and 

support over the years has been a true blessing. I can’t imagine a more dynamic and energizing 

community to share this with.  

Dr. Ortiz: We’ll see you at Fall Conference beginning Monday, September 23rd. [Raise the glass] 

To good health and good company!  

 

 


