
 

Monday’s Message – December 3, 2012 

 

Hello and Happy Holidays! 

Fall is certainly in the air these days, and that means our students are gearing up for the Rose 
Parade. In this video, I will provide a preview of our 2013 float as well as share opportunities for 
you to take part in this beloved tradition.  

The Cal Poly universities in Pomona and San Luis Obispo have produced a Rose Parade float 
every year since 1949. “Tuxedo Air” is our 65th consecutive float in the parade. It depicts 
penguins that are determined to fly with the help of a ski-jumping ramp, artificial wings and 
engines.  

Though the Rose Parade is the most prestigious 5-and-a-half mile parade route in the world, it’s 
the journey to get there that we’re most proud of.  

Every year, students from both Cal Polys have spent thousands of hours designing, building, 
decorating and financing the floats. Ours is the only float produced by students, and one of only 
five to be self-built without the benefit of professional builders.  

Their hard work has reaped dividends. They highlight the universities to millions of viewers in 
more than 200 countries. For their efforts, they have taken home 48 awards over the years, 
including the Fantasy Trophy, Humor Trophy and Viewers’ Choice Award. But even more 
important, they develop teamwork and leadership skills that will benefit them throughout their 
lives.  

The year-long process from concept to creation is challenging. Our students work hundreds of 
miles apart, building separate halves that are then joined in the fall. It’s a “herculean” effort 
that embodies our Learn-by-Doing philosophy, and they need our help.  

The students work full time each day from December 8 through 20. They would gladly accept 
food donations, such as hot meals or dry goods to stock their shelves. Even supplies like 
scissors, garden shears, plastic cups, and clean cardboard milk cartons are needed.     

Also, if you would like to give time, they will need help decorating the float during Deco Week 
in Pasadena, from December 26 to 31. Betty and I have gone to Pasadena for years and the 
holiday spirit is alive and well, as we have reconnected with the Cal Poly Pomona family around 
the float.   



You can sign up to volunteer or find directions to the site by visiting the link at the bottom of 
the screen. (http://www.rosefloat.org/) The students find it best if you can gather a group of 5 
to 10 volunteers and serve as a small group. So grab your office buddies, or better yet grab your 
family, and spend some time together decorating the float in this wonderful community event.  

* 

Before I sign off, Betty and I would like to wish you happy holidays. 

<MRS. ORTIZ> This February, we received a fantastic gift when our first grandchild Carter was 
born. We hope your holiday season is also filled with wonderful gifts, including time with family 
and friends.  

<DR. ORTIZ> On behalf of the entire Cal Poly Pomona family, best wishes for a joyous holiday 
season. See you in the New Year!  

http://www.rosefloat.org/

