
 
 
 
DATE:  February 15, 2016     c:  
 
 
TO:   Ms. Lucia Sellati  
 
 
FROM:  Benjamin F. Quillian      
  Acting Vice President and 
  CFO for Administrative Affairs 
 
 
SUBJECT: Plans for SPADRA Parcel  
 
I appreciated receiving the additional information and comments.   The following Introduction is to 
explain the use of Spadra and how its future use will be determined. The Response to Comments section 
is intended to address the concerns that were raised in your message.  It is my sincere hope this 
memorandum provides information that will enable us to work together for the benefit of the College of 
Agriculture.   
 
Introduction 
 
The California Air Resources Board (CARB) staff has issued its report recommending Cal Poly Pomona as 
the preferred site for the proposed new CARB facility.  The complete report is available for review at: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/html/socalfacility/final-socal-facility-staff-report-2-11-16.pdf.   The final decision 
regarding the location of the CARB facility requires additional CARB and Legislative approvals.  If the 
CARB facility is ultimately located on the campus, its impact on Spadra land will be limited to 
approximately seventeen acres.   
 
In the context of concerns and questions that have been raised by some of our students regarding the 
future of Spadra, President Coley has reconsidered how the remaining acreage will be used.  The College 
of Agriculture will now continue to have access to the entire Spadra parcel – with the understanding 
that the CARB might use approximately seventeen acres.  The College of Agriculture is no longer being 
restricted to seventy acres of Spadra land for the next five years.   
 
The University is in the process of launching three strategic planning initiatives (described below).  
During the strategic planning processes, the College of Agriculture will have the opportunity to develop 
plans for the College and actively participate in planning the future use of Spadra.  As mentioned below, 
the President also intends to solicit the advice and counsel of members of the agriculture industry.   
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Response to Comments 
 
In the preface to your comments, it is stated that the Cal Poly Pomona administration told the California 
Air Resources Board (CARB) that the land was vacant and unused. President Coley, other administrators 
and I have visited Spadra on several occasions. On a recent visit, we saw livestock on the property, and 
although we did not see crops being grown at that time we understood the property is used for growing 
crops.  If someone in the administration informed CARB that the property is not being used for anything, 
I will take the necessary steps to correct the misinformation. 
 
The preface also refers to a “solar field” and “plans for development of the entire Spadra farm.”  While 
CARB had asked about the possibility of solar panels, there are no plans at this time for a solar field.  The 
use of Spadra will be determined during the university’s Strategic Planning Process.  That process, which 
is just beginning, will include input from all university stakeholders, including the College of Agriculture. 
 
The previous master planning process at Cal Poly Pomona involved the entire university. All members of 
the campus community were invited to provide input and consultation. The President’s Cabinet 
discussed the plans in 2007, 2009 and 2010. Campus forums in which students participated were held in 
2007 and 2010. The Dean’s Council discussed the issue in 2010, and the Academic Senate was engaged 
in 2011. The outside consultants, who were assisting at the time, interviewed the faculty of the College 
of Agriculture and the other colleges in Academic Affairs. The Associated Students Inc. (ASI), the Cal Poly 
Pomona Foundation, the major university divisions, and the Strategic Planning Committee that was in 
place at the time were also interviewed. The previously vetted plan targeted the entire Spadra parcel for 
development.  
 
Now the administration is seeking ideas from the College of Agriculture about new ways Spadra, as an 
“agriculture field laboratory,” can be used to foster the teaching and learning enterprise.  On December 
2, 2016, President Coley met with the students and faculty members in the College of Agriculture to 
explain her strong commitment to the future of the College, and she changed the course of the previous 
planning initiative by designating seventy acres of Spadra for use by the College for the next five years.  
The purpose was to reserve a portion of the land for agricultural use until a plan for Spadra could be 
completed, as opposed to proceeding toward the development of the entire parcel of land as had been 
previously discussed.   Although a draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) had already been completed, 
it was withdrawn from consideration in light of the new planning initiatives that will include not only 
Spadra but also the core campus, Lanterman and other properties owned by the University.   
 
Some of our students have raised questions and voiced concerns.   The focal concerns relate to the loss 
of agricultural land and the future of the College of Agriculture at Cal Poly Pomona.   Students have also 
raised questions about what will happen beyond the set-aside five-year period. The President is 
sensitive to and understanding of the concerns.  She plans to meet with students to discuss their 
concerns more fully.  In the meantime, the entire Spadra parcel will continue to be used as an 
agricultural field laboratory until the planning initiatives are completed and recommendations are 
approved.  If, however, the CARB chooses to locate at Cal Poly Pomona, approximately seventeen acres 
of Spadra will be used by CARB for the construction of its new facility.  Use of the remaining acreage 
then will be determined by the upcoming planning initiatives.  Consultation with the students, faculty 
and other constituents of the College of Agriculture will be ongoing as ideas are proffered and planning 
progresses.  The President also plans to engage members of the agriculture industry in the State to 
provide advice and counsel. 
 



Three interrelated planning initiatives are being launched:  the University Strategic Plan; the Academic 
Master Plan; and the Campus Master Plan.  The overarching University Strategic Plan was launched last 
month and will establish the operative constructs in which the other plans will be developed -- such as 
mission, vision and guiding principles.  The recently established broad-based University Strategic 
Planning Steering Committee includes administrators, faculty, staff, community representatives and two 
ASI representatives (the ASI President and the Senator representing the College of Agriculture).  We 
expect to complete the University Strategic Plan in December of this calendar year.  
 
Work is beginning on the Academic Master Plan.  The Academic Master Plan will focus on the academic 
programs and curricula in the context of the University Strategic Plan.  The Academic Master Planning 
Committee has not yet been established but will include administrators, students and faculty from the 
Colleges and academic programs within the Division of Academic Affairs.  We expect to complete the 
Academic Master Plan during academic year 2016/17. 
 
A Request for Qualifications (RFQ) is currently being developed to identify consultants to work with the 
Campus Master Planning Committee on the third planning initiative, the Campus Master Plan.  The 
Campus Master Plan will focus on facilities, vehicle and pedestrian routes, and land use in the context of 
the University Strategic Plan and the Academic Master Plan.  The Campus Master Planning Committee 
has not yet been established, but there will be broad constituency representation, including the College 
of Agriculture.  We project completion of the Campus Master Plan by the end of calendar year 2017.  
The information you provided about the cost to Cal Poly Pomona will be duly considered during the 
strategic planning process.    
 
You correctly pointed out that the presentation to CARB on October 30, 2015 suggested possibly siting 
CARB near the center of Spadra.  Perhaps it should have been made clearer; that site was presented 
merely as an example of the possibilities for the purposes of the presentation.  As you noted, since that 
presentation, it has been determined that the needs of CARB and Cal Poly Pomona will be served best if 
the CARB facility is located on the northern section of Spadra. Although the exact site has not been 
identified, this revision provides the opportunity to preserve contiguous land and provides better access 
to Pomona Boulevard and State Boulevard for CARB’s operations.  As stated previously, the strategic 
planning process will determine the use of the entire parcel.  The existing documents and planning maps 
you cited refer to the previous planning efforts, but they will not dictate the outcomes of the strategic 
planning initiatives currently getting underway.  
 
Finally, there was no intent to provide misleading information regarding implications for the College of 
Agriculture, if the CARB decides to locate its facilities on Spadra.  Rather, the purpose of the statement 
was to make it clear that the proposed CARB facility would not impact the core campus land currently 
being used by the College of Agriculture.  Also, the statement was to give a broader view of the land that 
is available to the College of Agriculture and the size of the remote sites.  The additional information you 
have provided about how Spadra and the core campus land are being used is helpful, and the challenges 
presented by the remote locations will be informative during the planning processes.   
 
I regret that there is a belief the College of Agriculture’s interests are not being considered as decisions 
are being made.  I assure you that full consideration is being given to the interests of the College of 
Agriculture, including strategies to enhance its mission and strengthen the College financially.  The 
plans, however, are still in their infancy, and I invite you to continue providing input during the various 
planning processes.  If you would like to discuss any of the issues raised herein, please feel free to 
contact me.  


