
President’s Weekly Video Message 
Monday, December 1, 2014 
 
 
Welcome back from the long holiday weekend.  
 
Betty and I spent Thanksgiving Day serving meals to hundreds of people at the 
Pomona Valley Christian Center. I am humbled by the graciousness and 
appreciation of the families whom we served. It’s yet another reminder of the 
spirit of the holidays and why it’s important to contribute to our community. 
 
 
I have a few news items and announcements to share. Let’s get started… 
 

******** 
 
Alumna Hilda Solis was sworn in Monday morning as supervisor of the First 
District of Los Angeles County and I was invited to attend the ceremony. I did not 
want to miss this honor for one of our own.  
 
Hilda has been elected to posts on the local, state and national levels, including 
serving as U.S. Secretary of Labor under President Obama. Last year, she returned 
to her alma mater to serve as scholar in residence.  
 
Hilda has played a vital part at this university. Her journey from humble 
beginnings to the White House has been an inspiration for students. Her personal 
story as a first-generation college student has resonated across this campus.   
 
Hilda’s presence on campus will be missed, and her work will affect millions of 
lives in Los Angeles County. Hilda’s Cal Poly Pomona family wishes her well on her 
new position.  
 
 

******** 
 
Our efforts as a STEM institution are gaining attention on a national scale. 



 
I will be in Washington, D.C., on Thursday as part of a contingent of university 
presidents who have been invited to the White House College Opportunity 
Summit. STEM students comprise 40 percent of majors on this campus. The 
summit aims to reinforce the commitments of universities to support STEM 
programs.  
 
To augment our ongoing commitment, we are launching the “Strengthen the 
Foundation for STEM Student Success” project. This campus-wide collaboration 
will provide at-risk students with the resources, skills, and self-assurance they 
need to be successful. The ultimate goal is to significantly improve the graduation 
rate of STEM majors. 
 
This is a prestigious recognition of our university and more details will be 
announced later. 
 
 

********** 
 

Our learn-by-doing approach means that students are always ready to show off 
what they know. At the annual Southern California Conference for Undergraduate 
Research, 166 Cal Poly Pomona students accompanied by 46 mentors presented 
oral and poster presentations.  
 
This is the eighth year in a row that we were among the top two institutions for 
participation by students and teacher-scholars. This shows that we are a regional 
leader in undergraduate research. I am proud of all the hard work that our 
students and mentors put into the conference.   
 

******** 

 
The New Year is just around the corner, and that means it’s time for the Rose 
Parade.  
 
Come out to University Park on Thursday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. and get a peek at 
our “Soaring Stories” entry. You can also meet Rose Float leaders, greet the Rose 
Queen and her court, and learn about volunteering for the Cal Poly Rose Float. 



There will also be games, music, food and “Pie the President” ─ not me, but the 
Rose Float President.   
 
Our students put in an incredible amount of work on the float throughout the 
year, but the schedule intensifies from December 14 through January 1. You can 
help keep their spirits high and bodies warm by cooking a meal for them or 
delivering food and supplies to the lab. Volunteers are also needed during Deco 
Week in Pasadena.  
 
Betty and I have loved our trips to Pasadena to ring in the New Year. To learn 
more about how you can donate or volunteer with the Rose Float, visit the 
website on your screen.  
 
(www.rosefloat.org)     
 
 

*********** 
 
 
There’s no better way to get in the holiday mood than with caroling. The little 
ones at the Children’s Center will help ring in the season with caroling on Friday at 
10:30 in Bronco Commons. Come out and show your holiday spirit and let the 
little carolers help brighten your day.  
 
 

********** 
 
The Bronco men’s basketball team dropped a close one against Point Loma last 
Saturday. The men’s and women’s basketball teams will now travel up the coast 
to play Cal State East Bay on Friday and Cal State Monterey Bay on Saturday. Both 
squads will be aiming to regain momentum as league play heats up.  
 
Led by four runners who earned all-region honors, the nationally ranked men’s 
cross-country team will compete in the NCAA Division II National Championships 
Saturday in Louisville, Kentucky. The team finished third in the West Regional 
Championship last month.  
 



Good luck to all our Bronco athletes! 
 
 

*********** 
 
 
That’s all for this week. See you next week!  


