
President’s Weekly Video Message 
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Hello everyone! Pardon my voice today. I’ve been cheering on our athletic teams this week and it’s 
taken its toll. I have a lot of news to share today, so let’s get started. 

 

Our alumni’s commitment to the advancement of this university is not to be underestimated. They know 
the importance of giving back and paving the way for our students’ academic and career success.  

Cal Poly Pomona honored one of our distinguished alums last week at the CSU Board of Trustees 
meeting. Business building 163 is now officially named “Ronald W. Gregoire Hall.” 

Ron has made profound contributions to Cal Poly Pomona, including giving $2.5 million to the College of 
Business Administration complex and serving on various university advisory boards. Last spring, he 
received an honorary doctorate from the College of Business Administration. 

Ron’s contributions are paving the way for future business leaders and strengthening the college’s 
foundations. I’m grateful for his steadfast commitment and support of this university.  

 

*** 

 

I also have good news from the College of Engineering, which received a $2.5 million grant from the U.S. 
Department of Education. The grant will promote graduate education for underrepresented students 
who are interested in water conservation and sustainability. 

It’s fitting that we’re receiving the grant now, as our state is in the midst of a severe drought. 

The grant will encourage students to pursue master’s and doctoral degrees by offering tutoring, stipends 
and paid internships. It will also build a pipeline to top universities such as UC Berkeley, UCLA, Cornell 
and MIT. 

Non-engineering majors can also participate in the program. This new program is available to all 
students focused on water, energy and sustainability issues. 

For more information, visit PolyCentric. 

 

*** 

 

The First Year Experience is a program that teaches new students the skills to be successful on campus 
and develop a foundation for lifelong learning. Each year, all students participate in a common read. This 



year’s book is “Where Am I Wearing? A Global Tour to the Countries, Factories, and People That Make 
Our Clothes” by Kelsey Timmerman.  

Timmerman is a journalist and traveler who has investigated the connection between garment factories 
overseas and the all-American lifestyle.  

He will be speaking on campus Thursday in the Bronco Student Center. The talk is open to the entire 
campus, and if you aren’t part of the First Year Experience, please attend. 

In addition, we held an essay contest based on Timmerman’s book. I’m proud to announce that 
engineering freshman Holly Everson is this year’s winner. She will receive $150 in Bronco Bucks and have 
dinner with the author. Congratulations! 

 

*** 

 
I’d also like to recognize IT vice president John McGuthry, who has been named one of the nation’s top 
leaders in information technology. Computerworld magazine included him in its list of 100 innovative 
leaders of 2015 who are using technology to solve business problems. 
 
During John’s tenure, our campus has seen the expansion of wireless Internet, a major website redesign, 
and the ongoing conversion of the phone system. Congratulations John! 
 
 

*** 

 

The women’s soccer team is on a roll! The team defeated Point Loma and Cal State LA in the first two 
rounds of the NCAA playoffs over the weekend. Now, they’re getting ready for the third and quarterfinal 
rounds, which begin on Thursday. Best of luck to Head Coach Mike Dibbini, the team and the entire 
staff. Go Broncos! 

The women’s volleyball team finished another strong season this year. Although they didn’t make the 
NCAA playoffs, the team had several highlights. Junior Nicoletta Stork was named the CCAA Player of the 
Week, and the team had a four-game win streak at one point during the year. Congratulations to head 
coach Rosie Wegrich, the staff and the entire team on an exciting season! 

The cross country team is heading to the NCAA Regionals this weekend with a lot of momentum. The 
men and women will be competing in Billings, Montana. The men had a stellar performance at the 
conference championships, moving up to No. 10 in the Division 2 national poll. The women’s team head 
into the NCAA Regionals ranked No. 23 nationally. 

Best of luck to all of our runners and coaches Octavious Gillespie-Bennett and Wes Ashford!  

 

*** 



 

There are a few upcoming events I want to draw you attention to… 
 
Cal Poly Pomona is dedicated to serving the needs of all of our students. The DREAMer’s Ally Network 
provides training for faculty, staff and students to learn about becoming an ally to undocumented 
students. It provides up-to-date information on state and national policies, as well the experiences of 
these students. 
 
The next training session is this Wednesday from 1 to 3 pm in the Bronco Student Center. For details or 
to register, contact Lorena Marquez. 
 
[Marquez@cpp.edu] 
 

*** 

 

The Kellogg University Art Gallery is displaying artwork of our faculty members. The Faculty Art Show 
touches on themes of environmentalism, human struggle, pop culture and life in Los Angeles. 

The show includes a graffiti installation, mixed media, sculptures and pieces using recycled materials.  

For more information, visit PolyCentric. 

 

*** 

 

Each year, we celebrate International Education Week to promote cultural exchange and study abroad 
opportunities. 

Events include a study abroad expo, a faculty panel discussion, international food festival, and an 
international cultural night. Throughout the month of November, the library will showcase award-
winning books by international authors. In addition, Los Olivos is offering a menu with international flair. 

For details, visit the website below. 

[www.cpp.edu/international] 

 

*** 

 

To close this week’s message, I’m giving a shout-out to the BRIC. More than 11,000 people have 
registered as members, including me and Betty. 

mailto:Marquez@cpp.edu


Joining the BRIC is one way that I’m following through on my personal resolution to stay active and live 
healthy. If you’re an early bird like me, you might catch me on the racquetball court or see Betty in a 
fitness class. 

 

Until next week – Be well!  

 


