
President’s Weekly Video Message 
Monday, Nov. 3 
 
Good afternoon! 
 
We are midway through the quarter, and for students, this is crunch time. It’s 
midterm season, and finals are just a few weeks away. I’ve always thought that 
Fall Quarter moves the fastest, and this year is no different. If it’s even possible, 
I’d say we’re moving at light speed.  
 
My advice? Just hold on! We’re all in this together. 
 

*** 
 
For the past 20 years, our campus has celebrated Dia de los Muertos, or Day of 
the Dead. It’s a festive celebration of life and death and is observed across Latin 
America. 
 
At Cal Poly Pomona, the Cesar Chavez Center for Higher Education and the Ethnic 
and Women’s Studies department are organizing the 20th annual Dia de Los 
Muertos festivities on Friday, Nov. 7.  
 
One of the highlights is the 30 multicultural altars that will be on display. In 
addition, Chicano Batman, an LA-based band, will give a free concert. Aztec 
dancers, Ballet Folklorico and Cal Poly Pomona’s Japanese taiko drummers will 
also perform. 
 
We’re expecting over 1,000 people from the campus and general public. Come 
out to Bronco Commons and join us for a lively evening.  
 

*** 



 
Veterans Day is next Tuesday, Nov. 11. Throughout this week, our campus will be 
saluting the brave men and women who serve our country. 
 
Tomorrow, we pay tribute to our campus’ military and equine heritage. Before 
this property became a university, the U.S. Army established a quartermaster 
depot here during World War II. Tomorrow’s event welcomes soldiers from the 
Army’s 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Horse Detachment. They will be wearing 
military uniforms from that era, and we’ll also display historical photographs and 
our Arabian horses.  
 
On Wednesday during the women’s volleyball game, we will observe Military 
Appreciation Night. The Broncos face UC San Diego in Kellogg Gym at 7 p.m. 
Admission is free to all current and veteran service members with military ID. 
 
On Thursday during U-Hour, we will hold our formal Veterans Day ceremony in 
University Park. I hope you can all attend and show support for our service 
members, including the many veterans who are also students at Cal Poly Pomona. 
 

*** 
 
This university is well-known for our hands-on education, and our music programs 
are a prime example. Very soon, we will also have the lofty distinction of being an 
All-Steinway School. 
 
We are expecting a shipment of 21 new Steinway pianos. They are the gold 
standard in the music industry. The delivery is the culmination of the first phase 
of a fundraising campaign that has drawn support from alumni, friends, local 
music teachers and leaders, and our campus community. They [the pianos] will 
also provide a resource to the community at large. 
 



The new pianos will allow students to learn and perform on the finest equipment 
available. It will also attract talented musicians to this campus. 
 
Support has come from Perry and Paul Tollett, who are the minds behind the 
Coachella and Stagecoach music festivals, which draw tens of thousands, as well 
as the Glass House venue in Pomona. In addition, the family of Jean Kellogg, a 
longtime university benefactor, has contributed to the campaign. 
 
On Sunday, Nov. 16, we will hold a benefit concert by world-renowned pianist Tai-
Cheng Chen in the Music Recital Hall. The concert will help raise funds to 
purchase the three remaining Steinways and establish an endowment to maintain 
the instruments. 
 
For more information about the All-Steinway initiative, visit the website on your 
screen. [www.cpp.edu/Steinway] 
 

*** 
 
Our College of Environmental Design is one of the most respected design and 
planning schools in the country. Each year, the college recognizes an exceptional 
individual who has made significant contributions to the profession. 
 
This year, the Richard J. Neutra Medal for Professional Excellence will be given to 
Michael Rotondi. He is an experienced architect and educator in Los Angeles, 
whose work includes the Boys and Girls Club of Hollywood and the Silverlake 
Conservatory of Music. He is the founder of the graduate program at the 
Southern California Institute of Architecture and had served as the school’s 
director for a decade. 
 
The Neutra medal is in honor of Richard Neutra, who was one of the most 
influential architects in the modernist era and a former Cal Poly Pomona lecturer. 



Past award recipients include former vice president Al Gore and architects 
Raphael Soriano and Tadao Ando. 
 

*** 
 
Congratulations to Coach Yossi Raz and the men’s soccer team, who won their 
first-ever conference title. They beat nationally ranked Cal State LA last week at 
home in front of a record crowd of over 1,600 fans. With the title, they’ve earned 
a first-round bye in the CCAA playoffs. Our first playoff game will be on Friday in 
Turlock. 
 
The women’s soccer team, under Coach Mike Dibbini, advances to the CCAA 
semifinal round after a 2-0 win over UC San Diego. Freshman goalkeeper Ricki Ives 
was the star of the game for the Broncos. She had four saves and allowed a 
shutout of the Tritons. The team’s semifinal game is vs. No. 2 Chico in Turlock.  
 
In basketball news, our men’s team is ranked No. 3 nationally. Their first 
preseason game is this Thursday at Stanford. Then, they’ll travel to the University 
of Arizona to play the Wildcats on Nov. 9. The Wildcats are ranked No. 2 in 
Division I. 
 
The women’s basketball team is ranked No. 1 nationally. Their first preseason 
game is Nov. 19 against the Academy of the Arts.  
 
Our cross country teams enter the CCAA championship this weekend after a 
strong showing this season. We are looking forward to the outcome of the 
championship meet. 
 
Good luck to all of our Bronco teams. 
 

*** 



 
Thanks for watching today. I’ll be traveling next Monday, so my next video 
message will be on Nov. 17. See you in two weeks! 


