
President’s Video Update for Oct. 27, 2014 
 
Good afternoon everyone! 
 
One of the ways I connect with students and hear their thoughts about our 
campus is through Pizza with the Presidents. It’s a win-win event for everyone. 
Hungry students get a free lunch and answers, and I learn more about their needs 
and concerns. 
 
Tomorrow, we will hold the fall quarter edition of Pizza and the Presidents at 
noon in the University Quad. I invite all students to join me and ASI President 
James Cox for free pizza and drinks.  
 
Students will be asked to fill out question cards to start up the Q&A. We will 
address any question on any campus topic. 
 
If you are unable to attend the event in person, you can follow the discussion on 
Twitter. Follow Cal Poly Pomona on Twitter or search for the hashtags #askOrtiz 
and #askASI. In addition, students are welcome to send questions in advance 
through Twitter using those hash tags. We’ll intersperse the online questions 
throughout the event.  
 
Since we’ve been doing this over a decade ago, we’ve given away over 50,000 
slices of pizza and nearly 25,000 sodas and bottles of water. That’s a lot of free 
food. I hope to see all of you in the Quad for lunch tomorrow. Or, you can follow 
us on Twitter. Just remember, there is no free pizza in the Twitter-verse.  
 

* * * 
 
After Pizza with the Presidents, we will host two guest speakers well-known on 
social media who will discuss social justice and identity politics. Phil Yu is the 
founder and editor of the popular blog, “Angry Asian Man.” Dan Matthews is an 
alternative hip-hop artist and documentary series producer. 
 
Their talk is part of the Michi and Walter Weglyn Endowed Chair Lecture Series, 
which promotes diversity and multiculturalism. The event is from 1 to 3 p.m. in 
the Bronco Student Center and is free and open to the public. 



 
* * * 

 
There’s a lot of good news coming from the student affairs division. NASPA, which 
is the professional organization for student affairs professionals, has recognized 
our Ability Ally program with an Innovative Program Award. Launched in 2013, 
Ability Ally is a network of students, faculty and staff who take a visible role in 
promoting disability awareness and supporting people with disabilities. It 
provides training and resources for interacting with people with disabilities. 
 
In addition, one of our 2013 alums, Julio Flores, will receive the Graduate Rising 
Star Award. Julio is now a graduate student at USC. Also, Rebecca Gutierrez 
Keeton, the acting vice president for student affairs, will be honored with the 
Excellence in Mentoring Award.  
 
The awards will be given at the NASPA Region VI conference next month. 
Congratulations to the entire division! 
 

* * * 
 
Our athletics teams are on a roll. Our women’s soccer team set a record for 
consecutive shut outs with a 1-0 win over Sonoma State. With a 7-3 conference 
record, they’ve earned a spot in the CCAA playoffs. The men’s soccer team 
suffered its first loss this season. But with their 9-1 conference record, they’ve 
clinched a first-round bye in the playoffs.   
 
The next soccer game for both men and women will be at home on Thursday 
versus Cal State LA. The men will be playing for the CCAA crown. The game will 
begin at 4:30 at Kellogg Field.  
 
This Friday – Halloween night – is Pack the Stands night. The volleyball team will 
play Sonoma State at 7 p.m. in Kellogg Gym. All Bronco fans are encouraged to 
wear a costume and there will be prizes for the best ones. 
 
Let’s go Broncos! 
 

* * * 



 
I’ve said on several occasions that we have the most dedicated faculty and staff. 
It’s true. When we launched last year’s Faculty and Staff campaign, more than a 
quarter of you responded to the call, and we raised over $700,000 to support 
students and this university. When faculty, staff and emeriti give, it is an 
endorsement of Cal Poly Pomona’s mission, vision and goals.  
 
For this year’s campaign, I believe we can build upon the momentum from our 
successful comprehensive campaign and the 75th anniversary. I know we can raise 
participation levels and use this campaign as an opportunity to magnify our role in 
the education of the next generation of leaders. 
 
You’ll receive information this week about this year’s campaign from our Annual 
Fund, including information about where to give and how to give. Thank you for 
your continued support of this great university. 
 

* * * 
 
On that note, I’m excited to share a new video that highlights the impact of giving 
and the $150 million comprehensive campaign. If you’ll recall four years ago, we 
debuted a video that rallied our campus community, donors and friends to 
support the Campaign for Cal Poly Pomona. This new video is the capstone to the 
campaign, and it highlights the impact of giving. Thank you to MediaVision and 
University Advancement for putting it together.  
 
Enjoy and thanks for watching!  
  



 
Transcript for “The Impact of Giving” Video 
 
Adam Mason, agriculture student: For a donor to give money to our department 
is something incredible. I mean you can’t put a value on education.  To have this 
experience because of their generosity I think is incredible. 
 
Dan Hostetler, agriculture professor and former director of farm operations: 
This right here is actually a big part of our classroom right here in all reality. We 
give them the concepts in lecture, but the best thing we do in experiential 
learning, hands-on learning is we get them out here to let them not only see. but 
actually do and without donor donations this wouldn't exist. 
 
Mason: You know, you encounter so many different situations out here in the 
field, and to have a platform where, you know, mistakes can be made and you 
learn from them here -- to me it helps me out tremendously. 
 
Hostetler: These are our future leaders in this great industry that we have in this 
state. 
 
Naira Khosravian, student member of Society of Women Engineers: It is really 
encouraging to know industry supports Society of Women in Engineers, because 
there is a place for women to be in engineering in industry, and I think that's a 
really big inspiration for all female students who are considering engineering. 
 
Winny Dong, chemical and materials engineering professor: I think universities 
play an important role in that, in urging students to pursue engineering and to get 
a more diverse set of students to pursue engineering. 
 
Alenoosh Baghoomian, student member of Society of Women Engineers: Dr. 
Dong, she was my adviser, she did encourage me a lot. I thought this is something 
I can be; this is something that has been done before. I'm not the first one or the 
only one. 
 
Dong: Sometimes it is hard to be the only women in a class and so having that 
support system around is very important and also to know the university values 



what you bring to the institution I think gives the students a lot of confidence in 
themselves. 
 
Baghoomian: I love engineering because (in the) bottom of my heart I believe I 
can make a difference in someone’s life somewhere. 
 
Kyle D. Brown, director of the Lyle Center for Regenerative Studies: The biggest 
difference that the Prete gift is providing is an opportunity for our students to get 
to know over 400 elementary school students at Westmont Elementary. To 
mentor them and demonstrate for them opportunities that they might have in 
their lives in terms of higher education or other possibilities that they may not be 
aware exist. 
 
Luca De Buren, student and Prete Fellow, Regenerative Communities Initiative: 
These students might of... some of them might get lost in the educational system, 
some of them might get dropped out, some of them might go into drugs, but we 
assist them in developing the skills required to be successful.  We give them to 
the tools to build their own lives. 
 
Brown: Our fellows are selected because of their ability to connect with the 
Westmont community. So many of our fellows have their own stories of 
immigration, their own stories of learning English as a second language, their own 
stories of being the first in their families to go to college, and that allows them to 
connect with these Westmont students in a very special way and a very close 
way. 
 
De Buren: Words aren't enough to describe how important it is to keep things like 
this going on because of the impact that it has on so many people. 
 
Max Bethell, baseball student-athlete and business major: How great it feels to 
actually build on and continue to build up a program that coach Scolinos left, and 
we really take pride in our game and what we do as a team and how we represent 
the university. 
 
Kevin Beno, baseball alumnus under Coach John Scolinos: You know, not only 
coach taught you about baseball, but he taught you about life and as a young 19, 



20, 21 year old kid, it didn't hit me quite as hard then as it did, the drive that he 
had, and he made you want to be not only a better player, but a better person. 
 
Bethell: Well, every player thinks of playing under the lights in front of thousands 
of people just like the Bigs, you know. We always think it would be great 
phenomenal facilities, and, you know, thousands of people in the stands -- that 
would be incredible to play for make me proud to stand on the mound and like 
represent, you know, Cal Poly Pomona as a baseball team. 
 
Rogelio Contreras, student and past participant of Summer Bridge: Being a first 
generation student, I feel like it wasn't necessarily difficult thanks to the Summer 
Bridge program. 
 
Leticia Guzman Scott, director of Summer Bridge: This is one of those programs 
that really makes a difference in the lives of students. It really eases that 
transition, it really makes them feel like they belong here at Cal Poly. 
 
Contreras: You really grow, it’s a really great experience, they help you with 
assimilating into the college life, this new atmosphere and considering that I was 
living my first year on campus and I didn't have my family, I had them. They were 
like my backbone.  I felt pretty cool, you know, I felt welcome. I felt like this was 
my home already. 
 
Scott: Is it all worth it? Yes, it is so worth it. When you see those students when 
you see them and they are successful and they have grown and you've seen that 
growth in them, but even more than that is when they cross that stage 5 years, 4 
years down the road when they cross the stage, and they are graduating, their 
smiling, their proudness, everything makes it all worthwhile, because they have 
accomplished their goal. 
 
Mai Eid, student in The Collins College of Hospitality Management: Thank you so 
much for believing in me and giving me the resources we need here at the Collins 
College to be successful. 
 
Sam Smiley, student in the College of Letters, Arts & Social Sciences: Thanks for 
adding industry standard equipment to the studio so I can enter the work force 
completely ready. 



 
Ed Bobich, assistant professor in biological sciences: We're thankful for this 
opportunity to be able to teach the students and the general public about the 
time of the dinosaurs hundreds of millions of years ago. 
 
Tywanna Hill, student in the College of Business Administration: Thank you for 
believing in me, the set of the classrooms and the accessibility to the professional 
offices is what is important to me as a business student. 
 
Stephanie Fonseca, PIE Scholarship recipient: Thank you so much for the 
opportunity to become a great teacher. 
 
Zoe Lance, President’s Council Scholarship recipient: It really means a lot to me 
that someone I've never met before had enough faith in me to give me this 
scholarship; it inspires me to be an even better student. 
 
Jennifer Woo, alumna and past president of Rose Float: Thank you for giving us 
the opportunity to work on this project that is seen by millions of people all over 
the world. 
 
Marcos Lopez, scholarship recipient of Renaissance Scholars: When I started at 
Cal Poly Pomona, I did not think I was going to make it. But throughout my 
journey I gained the confidence and support that I can make it through anything. 
 


