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Good afternoon, everyone! 
 
*** 
 
Living in California, we should all know the importance of being prepared for 
earthquakes and other emergency situations. This Thursday at 10:16 a.m., our 
campus will participate in the Great California ShakeOut. Whether you’re in class, 
in your office or studying on campus, I encourage you to drop, cover and hold on. 
This is an opportunity to practice and evaluate our emergency plans. More 
information about the Great ShakeOut is online. [www.shakeout.org] 
 
In addition to the earthquake drill, our campus will conduct a quarterly test of the 
Safety Alert System on Thursday. This system will send a test message to phones, 
emails and computers. During a real emergency, we use this system to 
communicate important information to the campus community. Please update 
your contact information via BroncoDirect to ensure you receive the safety alerts. 
To learn more about campus safety, visit the website on your screen. 
[www.csupomona.edu/safety] 
 
 
*** 
 
Last Friday, U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom Vilsack met with students and 
toured the AGRIscapes facility. He visited the Farm Store and heard presentations 
from students and faculty from the College of Agriculture. 
 
It was the first time an agriculture secretary has visited Cal Poly Pomona. 
Secretary Vilsack got to see some of the research and work here that the USDA 
has funded. 



 
*** 
 
 
At the start a new school year, the team in University Housing Services rises to 
the occasion. It’s no small feat to help 2,400 students move into the residence 
halls and suites in a few days. In addition, over 1,000 freshmen participated in 
Welcome Week, which is the 4-day residential orientation program.  
 
The Hot Dog Caper was also an incredible welcome event for the thousands of 
students who enjoyed a free lunch. We served over 16,000 hot dogs and veggie 
dogs, over 9,000 beverages and nearly 13,000 popsicles. Thank you to the staff 
and volunteers for putting on this successful event! 
 
*** 
 
I also have news from engineering and science. Vilupanur Ravi and Angel Valdes 
have secured a $203,000 grant from the National Science Foundation to purchase 
a scanning electron microscope. The microscope can provide detailed information 
about the components on a variety of materials, and provide chemical 
composition on a microscopic level and topographic data. This is a tool that will 
allow our faculty to do cutting-edge research and elevate the hands-on 
experiences of our students. 
 
 
*** 
 
Our Greek community places a high value on philanthropy. A decade ago, 
students started an event called “Up Til Dawn” to raise money for St. Jude’s 
Children’s Research Hospital. In the past 10 years, Cal Poly Pomona students have 
raised over $142,000! 
 



This summer, Greek Life received the Outstanding Event Award at the national 
Collegiate Leadership Seminar. Congratulations to the entire Greek community on 
your commitment to help end childhood cancer.  
 
*** 
 
Our athletics teams are on a win streak. Both soccer teams won their games 
Sunday versus CSU Stanislaus. The men team’s is undefeated with 11 wins and are 
at the top of the CCAA conference. The women beat a nationally ranked team and 
are 8-4. The volleyball team also won both of its games this weekend against CSU 
Monterey Bay and East Bay. They are now 8-6. Way to go Broncos! 
 
*** 
 
This weekend is one of the most exciting times at Cal Poly Pomona with the 
Pumpkin Festival, Insect Fair, Matt’s Run and Preview Day. 
 
The Pumpkin Festival is an extraordinary event that brings tens of thousands of 
visitors to the Farm Store to pick pumpkins from the field, wander through the 
corn maze, pet farm animals and enjoy a myriad of activities. All of the proceeds 
support the College of Agriculture and the student groups.  
 
At the Insect Fair, live and preserved insects from all corners of the world are on 
display and for sale. That event will be held in the Bronco Student Center. 
 
Matt’s Run will take place on Saturday morning. The 5K honors the memory of 
Matthew Myers, who died on campus in 2005. The event supports scholarships, 
and everyone who registers to run or walk can help raise money for our students. 
 
Finally, Preview Day will host 1,000 prospective students to learn more about Cal 
Poly Pomona. They’ll get information about admissions, enrollment and financial 
aid. In addition, students will hear presentations from each of the colleges and get 
advice on choosing a major.  



 
When you put all of these events together, Cal Poly Pomona is truly a destination 
campus. There’s no doubt that the tens of thousands of visitors will see what 
makes our campus shine. 
 
Have a great week! 
  


