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Happy St. Patrick’s Day! I’m sure we could all use an extra dose of luck during 
finals week. That includes the women’s basketball team!  
 
Tonight, on our home court, they will play Montana State-Billings. The winner 
becomes the West Region champion and earns a spot at the Elite Eight! 
 
This is the sweet sixteen! It’s in Kellogg Gym. And it stars our women’s basketball 
team. I expect us to pack that gym and help cheer our team to victory.  
 
Men's basketball lost in overtime to a hot CSU Stanislaus team. Congratulations to 
the Bronco men on a great season. 
 
Visit the Bronco Athletics website to stay up to date on our athletic teams. 
[www.broncoathletics.com] 
 

*** 
 
When I ask alumni about their experience at Cal Poly Pomona, they invariably 
share a story about a professor who helped shape their lives. Our professors can 
do this in so many ways. They help students develop expertise in complex issues. 
They mentor and guide youths in pursuing career options. They equip our 
graduates with the knowledge, skills and experience they need to succeed in the 
workplace.  
 
Last week, we honored some of our best and brightest educators at the Provost’s 
Awards for Excellence.   
 
During the presentations, the audience could see for themselves how Laurie 
Starkey, Ernie Simpson and Vilupanur Ravi have distinguished themselves for their 
efforts in teaching, service, as well as scholarly and creative activities. They are 
teacher-scholars that students will fondly recall long after graduation. 
 
In the Library, we also unveiled a recognition wall bearing the names of 
Outstanding Teacher Award recipients from 1964 to 1996. It was an honor to 



welcome back professors emeriti from as far back as the ‘60s to commemorate 
the event.  
 

*** 
 
There is no doubt that technology is shaping the future of education. To help us 
prepare, Cal Poly Pomona has secured one of the nation’s leading experts in 
classroom technology to speak at this year’s PolyTeach conference.  
 
Dr. Robbie Melton oversees e-learning and emerging mobilization technology for 
Tennessee’s public higher education system. She helped research and develop 
best practices for using mobile devices and apps in teaching and learning. 
 
On Friday, April 4th, Dr. Melton will discuss and demonstrate the latest learning-
centered apps.  
 
Organizers have also brought back the popular technology “speed dating” 
sessions, where participants can visit stations to learn about numerous apps. 
 
The event, including lunch, is free. Programs run from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Learn more 
about the event and find out how to register by visiting PolyCentric.  
 

*** 
 
Lately, we have been discussing our campus’s core values, like teacher scholars 
and sustainability. 
  
One of our distinguishing features is our incredible diversity. We celebrated our 
Diversity Champions during the Unity Lunch on February 25th. But I want to 
recognize them one more time. [Begin to scroll through the winners’ names] 
 

The 2014 Diversity Champions 
 
ACCESS and disability ALLIANCE (AdA) 
Doron Feuer, industrial engineering student 
Lea J. Manske, senior coordinator of advising services, Student Support & 
Equity Programs 



 
Asian Pacific Faculty, Staff & Student Association (APFSSA) 
Zugey M. Kumagai, hospitality management student 
Sharon Rocacorba, coordinator of Greek life and education, APFSSA 
president, Office of Student Life & Cultural Centers 
 
Black Faculty & Staff Alliance (BFSA) 
Christine Hall, communication student 
Tambra Williams, executive assistant, public affairs 
 
Latino Faculty, Staff & Student Alliance (LFSSA) 
Moises Alvarado, kinesiology student 
Patricia Duran, coordinator, ARCHES program 
 
Native American Community 
Elizabeth A. Skillens, foods & nutrition student 
Mario R. Cordova, admissions counselor and campus tours supervisor, Office 
of Admissions & Outreach 
 
Pride Alliance 
Soleil Burgess, student 
Kevin Colaner, associate vice president for student services 

 
These outstanding individuals are faculty, staff and students who serve 
underrepresented communities, support inclusion and acceptance, and raise 
awareness about multicultural issues. 
 
In short, they help make Cal Poly Pomona the richly diverse and inclusive campus 
it is today.  
 
According to U.S. News and World Report, we have the tenth most diverse 
campus in the nation among public universities. While some students learn about 
being global citizens, our students get to live it and experience it each day.  
 
We can never take this welcoming spirit for granted. It requires constant 
attention and support. So I encourage you to take part in events, such as the 
upcoming Safe Zone Ally Training on March 20th. This educational program 



develops a network of support for lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people. 
Visit the campus calendar to learn more. 
 

*** 
 
Good luck this week, everyone! And, go Broncos! 
 


