
Monday’s Message – November 19, 2012 
 
 
Hello, and happy early Thanksgiving! 
 
The month of November is a time for giving thanks.  
 
There is plenty to be thankful for at Cal Poly Pomona. We are lucky to have a committed group 
of faculty and staff who have dedicated themselves to bringing our educational mission to life.  
It is not always easy as we have been doing more with less in recent years, but the rewards are 
immeasurable. Thanks to our unique approach to education, our students are among the most 
career-ready and culturally confident graduates in the state. I am always impressed when I hear 
about our new graduates making an immediate difference at their workplaces and in their 
communities. Their successes are our successes.  
 
To our faculty and staff, thank you for your unwavering dedication. To our students, thank you 
for contributing to our intellectual and social community and being natural ambassadors of our 
university. 
 
 

* 
 

The November election results had a major impact on Cal Poly Pomona. I am sure you have 
heard that Proposition 30 passed.  
 
The CSU Board of Trustees is moving forward with its plan to rescind the tuition fee increase 
that took effect this fall. As proposition 30 passed, our campus immediately started the process 
of returning the money to students, whether through credits, refunds upon request or financial 
aid adjustments.  
 
I have heard some confusion about what the proposition actually means to Cal Poly Pomona. 
The proposition’s passage does not make us whole. What it did was help us avoid another $12 
million cut to our budget and another increase in tuition fees. The long and the short of it was 
that the CSU gave up $132 million in increased tuition this year for $125 million in state funding 
for next year. With more stable funding, we were able to better plan and therefore slightly 
increase enrollment. 
 
However, the campus is still working with a large gap in funding. State support has dropped $56 
million between 2007-08 and this academic year. That means we are operating with only 62 
percent of the state funding we had five years ago. During that time, tuition fees have increased 
to offset this reduction. If you look at the chart, you can see the increase in tuition fees does 
not make up the difference, the campus is still operating with a funding gap of nearly $17 
million.  
 



 
 
 
 
 
We hope proposition 30 is the start of a reinvestment in higher education. It truly drives the 
economic growth that is so desperately needed in California.  
 
At the CSU Board of Trustees meeting last week, the board requested a $372 million increase in 
state funding for 2013-14. This reflects our growing enrollment demands, rising mandatory 
costs like in health benefits, compensation increases for faculty and staff who have not had a 
raise in six years, and urgent maintenance updates. If you are wondering what an urgent 
maintenance update could be, just think back to last year’s emergency electrical work and the 
sinkhole on University Drive.  
 
  

* 
 

Whenever we talk about the budget, we should also remember the remarkable work that we 
continue to do. I know I can be biased, but our campus hosted a series of important visitors this 
month who were also impressed by our achievements. 
 
Representatives from the Legislative Analysts’ Office came to campus on Wednesday. They 
were interested in learning more about our university, and in particular, our campus endeavors 
to achieve student success, such as the Graduation Initiative, Four-year pledge program and the 
Early Start program. I am incredibly proud of the progress we have made in ensuring our 
students have the tools they need to succeed on our campus, and then in the workforce. 
 

* 
 
Our Animal Health Sciences program hosted a Chinese delegation interested in learning more 
about controlling animal diseases and veterinarian teaching methods. The delegation included 
government officials, veterinarians and academics. 
 

* 
 

We also recently welcomed our Comprehensive Campaign Steering Committee. This team of 
highly successful and influential philanthropists is excited to help us raise the last $42 million of 
our $150 million campaign goal.  
 
Our National Development Council also met on campus. The council is a group of successful 
business leaders, influential alumni and university friends who have volunteered to help us 
address some of our campus’s most significant initiatives. The dialogue was critical in keeping 
Cal Poly Pomona at the forefront of industry needs. 



 
* 
 

Before we close this message, I would also like to thank Tiffany Dinh and Ryan Carrell for 
representing Cal Poly Pomona so well at the NCAA Division II National Championships on 
Saturday. You both have been exceptional ambassadors of the university and made us 
incredibly proud.  
 
Tiffany once again became All-American, making her the first two-time All-American in Broncos' 
women's cross country program history. 
 
Have a Happy Thanksgiving, Broncos! 
 

### 
 
 
 
 
 


