
Monday’s Message – October 11, 2010 
 
Greetings everyone…  
 
Here’s hoping this message finds you well as we enter week three of the Fall Quarter. 
 
I thought I would start off my first video message of the year with the best news possible – we 
have a state budget! It took a little longer than we had hoped, but we have an agreement in 
place. While it’s far from perfect, the 2010-11 state budget restores $199 million to the CSU 
and provides an additional $60.6 million for enrollment growth. The final budget will increase 
the system's General Fund support for the first time since 2007.  
 
The new budget provides as much support to the CSU as we could have hoped for, especially 
when you consider that the Governor and Legislature had to address a $19 billion deficit.  We 
are in a better place than many other state agencies, largely because of your work and the 
support of our alumni and friends in the community. We are seeing the outcomes of our 
advocacy efforts, helping our state leaders to understand the power of higher education.  
 
And there’s more good news. Some additional federal stimulus funding will allow us to admit 
new students for the 2011 winter and spring quarters. We will enroll 1,600 additional students 
in the winter and spring quarters combined: 1,200 transfer students, 200 graduate students 
and 200 students in credential programs. Just as important, we will add class sections and seats 
to better serve our current students on the path to graduation. The average course load for 
students will approach 13 units per quarter. 
 

*  
 
I want to thank all of you who have taken part in the important discussions relating to our 
upcoming WASC visit. October 20-22 is clearly an important series of days for the university, 
requiring everyone’s participation. Remember - each of you fulfill a unique role in supporting 
our students. If you are asked, don’t be afraid to share your stories. I strongly encourage you to 
go to the WASC website on your screen (http://www.csupomona.edu/~wasc/). It is a wealth of 
information on all things relating to our accreditation visit and can help you best prepare for 
potential questions from the evaluation team. 
 
There are a couple of dates I want to make sure are on your calendar. We will host a reception 
for the visiting team on Tuesday, October 19, from 4:30 to 6 p.m. at Kellogg House Pomona. 
There will be a one hour campus-wide open forum on Thursday, October 21, at noon in the 
University Library, Room 1807. 
 

*  
 
We have a lot of traditions associated with the fall quarter. Congratulations to the Cal Poly 
Pomona Foundation and all of the campus volunteers for another great Hot Dog Caper. 
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According to my sources, we dished out over 14,000 regular hot dogs and another 3,000 veggie 
dogs to approximately 10,000 students. Clearly, one was not enough. They washed it down with 
over 13,000 cans of Pepsi. It appears the heat wave did not slow down anyone’s appetite. This 
was the 27th year of the Hot Dog Caper, a true institution at Cal Poly Pomona. 
 

*  
 
Speaking of institutions, nothing is quite like the Pumpkin Festival. The annual event draws 
thousands of families throughout the region, all looking for an opportunity to pick their own 
pumpkins. Sponsored for 18 years by the College of Agriculture, the Pumpkin Festival runs this 
Saturday and Sunday, October 16th and 17th. Food and student-run booths will dominate the 
landscape around acres of pumpkins and the Farm Store. There’s always a big crowd so get 
their early. 

* 
 
Also this Saturday, we will come together for the fifth anniversary of Matt's Run. This 5k 
run/walk celebrates the life Matt Myers, a Cal Poly Pomona student who tragically lost his life.  
 
After his passing, Matt’s parents collaborated with the university to sponsor an event that 
highlights Matt’s interest in running while assisting like-students. In the past four years, the 
Matthew Myers Memorial Fund has awarded 18 scholarships. This Saturday we will present 10 
scholarships totaling $5,500.  
 
If you want to participate, you still have time. The 5K run/walk begins at 8 a.m. You can register 
online at http://www.mattsrun.org/. You don’t have to be a competitive runner to participate – 
Betty and I have been participating in the walk part of the race for years. 
  

* 
 
I hope you have been following the great things happening at the Lyle Center for Regenerative 
Studies. Thanks to a partnership with the Amonix Corporation, the Lyle Center is now 100 
percent carbon neutral. Two Amonix CPV solar systems now generate 210,000 kW hours of 
clean, renewable energy annually, displacing 85 metric tons of greenhouse gases - the 
equivalent of planting 53 acres of trees. The two panels actually track the sun, moving in synch 
with the sun across the sky. The new system will meet the Lyle Center's energy demands 
without generating any greenhouse gas emissions, saving the university $30,000 annually. 
 

* 
 
If you haven’t already done so, get out and visit the new Denny’s at Bronco Commons. What a 
great new restaurant for the campus community, especially students who are burning the 
midnight oil. It also works for a post game snack after a Cal Poly Pomona athletic event. 
 

* 
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I want to take a few moments and recognize Patricia do Carmo, an English graduate student 
who has been awarded a Hearst/CSU Trustee scholarship. The $3,000 award is in recognition of 
outstanding academic performance and perseverance despite personal hardships.  A single 
mother and a sole income earner, she has maintained 3.95 grade-point average while also 
participating in numerous volunteer projects and conferences. 
 
Patricia will earn her master's degree in English in the spring, after which she hopes to teach 
English as a second language to college students. Congratulations, Patricia! 
 

* 
 
I want to close on a serious note. The college experience is certainly one of the most fulfilling 
and exciting times in a young person’s life. But for some, it can come with unforeseen stress, 
anxiety or depression. If you know a student – or any member of our campus community – who 
you think is in distress, there is somewhere to turn. Experts from PolyCares are available to 
identify, assess and offer a coordinated response to community members who may pose a risk 
to themselves or others. Do not assume you are overreacting if you get involved. Counseling & 
Psychological Services, the University Police and others are available to assist. You may even act 
anonymously by calling (909) 869-3399, which is a number that does not record caller ID. But 
most important, please, remember that if you see or hear or sense something that concerns 
you, you need to reach out. And if you are the one feeling distress, you need to know that our 
university community is here to help. 
 
That’s all I have for today. Thanks for listening in and take care. 
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