
Monday’s Message – May 21, 2012 
 
Hello everyone! 
 
Over the past couple of months, I have not spent much time in my weekly messages talking 
about the budget. But it’s time that we elevate the dialogue. We have known since January that 
the CSU would be hit with another draconian cut if the governor’s tax initiative failed this 
coming November. But that number took a major jump last Monday, when Governor Brown 
released the 2012-13 May Revise. What had been a $200 million trigger cut to the CSU in 
January became $250 million in May. That roughly equates to an $11.75 million dollar 
permanent budget reduction to Cal Poly Pomona. 
 
Over the past six years, every campus has been working independently to identify ways it could 
mitigate these annual cuts. Earlier this month, the Board of Trustees heard a presentation from 
the finance committee on some bold recommendations, ones that reflect the severity of what 
we are facing, and the growing need to look at issues systemwide. 
 
Trustee chair Bob Linscheid has asked that each campus community get involved in these 
discussions. This Wednesday morning at 10:30, the CSU’s System Budget Advisory Committee is 
meeting. We will live-stream that event in Ursa Major. All faculty and staff are welcome to 
attend. Each of you will also be able to provide live feedback to the committee. 
 
For starters, everyone is encouraged to review the Cost Reduction and Revenue Enhancement 
Strategies document at the link below. As I said earlier, these ideas go well beyond past 
discussions. It’s important for everyone to understand the options being considered by the 
board, ones that could literally change our identity. http://bit.ly/KV1bJm 
 
I will send to each of you a follow-up message tomorrow on the meeting, including details and 
the process to provide feedback. 
 
I would be remiss if I did not reiterate the significance of the governor’s tax initiative. All of the 
budget trigger cuts are tied to the tax initiative. If you are opposed to the trigger cuts, make 
sure you are prepared to vote accordingly in November. The summer will be a busy time for the 
trustees and the Chancellor’s Office. As new information becomes available, trust that I will 
keep you informed. 
 

* 
On a lighter note, congratulations to student-athletes Jacob Deavers and Tiffany Dinh. Each of 
them has qualified for the NCAA Division II Track & Field Championships to be held late this 
month in Pueblo, Colorado.  
 
This will be the second appearance for Deavers at the national championships. A senior out of 
Lake Elsinore, Jacob finished seventh in the nation last year in the 400-meter hurdles to earn 
All-America honors.  
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One of the country’s outstanding distance runners, Tiffany has competed in two cross-country 
national championships, earning All-America honors along the way. She will compete in the 
10,000-meter run in Pueblo, my old stomping grounds.  Fittingly, Jacob and Tiffany were named 
co-men’s and women’s athletes of the year. The others named were CCAA pitcher of the year 
Geoff Bouchard and All-American women’s basketball standout Megan Ford. 
 

* 
The 2012 edition of the Senior Show enables graduating art majors to display works 
representing the culmination of their academic careers. This year promises to be spectacular. 
The show runs from the 15th of May to June 9th in the Keith and Janet Kellogg University Art 
Gallery. 
 

* 
Each May, National Foster Care Month provides an opportunity to shine a light on the 
experiences of the more than 400,000 children and youth in the foster care system. Our 
Student Support and Equity Programs office has carried that spirit to campus, placing teal-
colored ribbons throughout the university while also painting the CPP letters teal and white. On 
Thursday night, we celebrated another success story for our Renaissance Scholars. Nine of 
these emancipated foster youth will earn their degrees this year, a record number, and 20% of 
the entire program. Congratulations! Twelve new scholars will join us this fall. 
 

* 
This Thursday is our annual COM Day, a special event that allows our students to engage with 
industry professionals. This year's theme, "Join the Webolution," focuses on the impact of 
social media on people, our society and businesses. Students can learn how to use social media 
in an innovative way that would enhance their personal lives, careers and communities. 
Speakers include: Julie Powell, author of the bestseller “Julie and Julia: My Year of Cooking 
Dangerously”; LA Times staff photographer Barbara Davison; Hollywood talent agent Daniel 
Sussman; and Tim Mead, vice president of communications for the Los Angeles Angels of 
Anaheim. Registration begins at 8 a.m. in the Bronco Student Center. 
 

* 
Do you realize that Commencement is just two weeks from this Friday? Here’s hoping you have 
a wonderful week and an even better Memorial Day weekend with family and friends. See you 
next Tuesday. 
 
 


