
Monday’s Message – May 16, 2011 
 
Good afternoon, 
 
I am going to start today with some terrific news from the comprehensive campaign. Last week, 
longtime friends Steve and Marian Dodge formally bequested $3 million to advance the study 
of modern architecture in the College of Environmental Design. 
 
As admirers of modern architecture, the Dodges have designated a gift of their property and an 
endowment that ensures the continued care and maintenance of this home in Los Feliz, 
designed by Raphael Soriano. 
 
Steve and Marian are wonderful examples of how anyone can make a difference when they 
choose to support higher education. Their endowment ensures that their gift will make a lasting 
impact on students. I want to send my thanks and appreciation out to the Dodge family, and 
also congratulate Dean Michael Woo, development director Carrie Geurts, planned giving 
director Dan Wood, and the entire environmental design community on this wonderful 
achievement. 
 

 
 
At last week’s CSU Board of Trustees meeting, Chancellor Reed introduced a budget 
contingency plan that would help offset the impact of an all-cuts budget. This is the scenario 
that could strip from the CSU $1 billion in state funding, equating to $50 million at Cal Poly 
Pomona. 
 
Over the past few weeks, I have regrettably shared what this would mean to our university. The 
scope of the crisis would be unlike anything our campus has ever experienced. It would literally 
involve closing operations in dozens of programs, ending access to a timely degree and 
terminating countless positions overnight. This same scenario would likely be duplicated at 
every CSU campus. 
 
The Chancellor noted that there are no good options with an all-cuts budget – only painful 
choices that would have to be made to preserve the institution. 
 
With the end of the fiscal year rapidly approaching and no compromise from the state 
Legislature in sight, our system needed to act now to develop a contingency plan that everyone 
hopes will be unnecessary. 
 
That plan includes the following options:  
 

 Cal Poly Pomona would plan to waitlist applications for the 2012 winter and spring 
quarters until a final budget is adopted.  Under the worst-case scenario, the entire CSU 
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system would turn away approximately 20,000 qualified applicants who would 
otherwise enroll. 

 

 In addition, the Board of Trustees may be asked in July to authorize a tuition fee 
increase of up to 32 percent that would go into effect next winter quarter. This would 
be on top of the 10 percent already approved for fall 2011. If this happens, it will be 
painfully evident that the era of the Master Plan is over.  California can no longer 
masquerade as providing free public higher education to all of its citizens.  We will have 
become like every other state where students are shouldering a significant portion of 
the costs of their education.  

 
Neither of these measures – raising tuition or closing winter and spring admissions – will be 
necessary if the tax extensions are continued. The ultimate decision and responsibility rests 
with our elected officials in Sacramento. Their willingness to consider new sources of revenue 
as well as protect higher education will determine the final outcome of this contingency plan. 
Although, the release of the Republican budget plan last week doesn’t bode well for higher 
education. Let’s hope that a compromise can be reached.  
 
We will also get more information today when the governor releases the 2011 May Revise. This 
document updates revenue projections and estimated expenditures for both the current and 
upcoming budget years. The good news is that year-to-date revenue collections were $1.3 
billion above Governor Brown’s January forecast. But it is important to see how the governor 
may reposition the budget for higher education. 
 

 
Now here is some great news. The Cal Poly Pomona baseball team has earned a berth in the 
NCAA Division II postseason tournament. The Broncos will enter the four-team west regional as 
the No. 3 seed after finishing runner up in this past weekend’s CCAA Tournament. 
 
Cal Poly will open tournament play this Thursday at 1 p.m. against second-seeded Western 
Oregon. No. 1 seed UC San Diego is host.  
 
We also have a number of talented athletes from our men’s and women’s track and field teams 
that are headed to the NCAA Division II Championship meet.   
 
Javelin athlete Lance Walkington will definitely be advancing. Jacob Deavers in the 400 hurdles, 
Heather Corder in the 100 hurdles and Tramieka Thomas in the 100 hurdles and long jump are 
very strong candidates. At the CCAA Championships last week in Turlock, Deavers was named 
the top track athlete of the meet. We’ll know everyone who qualified for nationals on Tuesday 
morning. 
 
I also want to recognize the members of our Greek community who took an active role in the 
fifth annual Pomona City Wide Beautification Day. Cal Poly Pomona has always been involved 
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and I want to thank those members of our community who took the time to help our 
neighborhoods.  
 

 
 
Those of you who know me know that I am a car nut – so it was great for me to read about one 
of our outstanding faculty members in the College of Engineering. In the May 16 edition of 
AutoWeek, a story titled “In Building 17” looks at Cliff Stover in mechanical engineering and his 
work with the Formula SAE team. Cliff advises a student group focused on automotive 
engineering design skills ranging from technical expertise to marketing to on-course 
performance. They are consistently among the top 10 teams in the nation and have successfully 
competed nationally and internationally. 
 
Congratulations, Cliff, on this well-deserved recognition. 
 

 
 
Beginning today and continuing throughout the week, the university will hosting the four 
finalists for the position of chief information officer. The search committee, under the 
leadership of Dr. Ed Barnes, has done great work in identifying these four outstanding 
candidates. There are open forums for each of the candidates, beginning today. I hope that you 
can find the time to attend and provide your feedback to the search committee. The dates and 
times are posted to the website on your screen. 
 
http://www.csupomona.edu/~executivesearch/iit/index.shtml 
 

 
 
A little over a week ago I attended the One Act Festival/Female Playwrights and was thoroughly 
entertained. Our faculty and students in the theatre department will now focus their talents on 
a special presentation beginning this Saturday, May 21. The university community gets an 
opportunity to see “Oedipus El Rey,” a contemporary adaptation of Sophocles' classic “Oedipus 
Rex.” Tickets for this performance are only $5, so I hope you take this final opportunity of the 
academic year to see our student actors. Showtime is 8 p.m.  
 
And that’s all I have for now… Have a great week. 
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