
Monday’s Message – April 30, 2012 
 
Hello! 
 
As you can see, I took my video crew to the great outdoors. If you have not been out to Rose 
Garden lately, you are missing something special. Everything is in bloom. In just a few days, we 
will begin setting this space up for the Southern California Tasting & Auction, scheduled for this 
Sunday afternoon.  I cannot imagine a more beautiful setting. 
 
Peter Castro, professor emeritus of biological sciences, recently signed a $1.5 million dollar 
bequest – the largest gift ever to the College of Science – to endow two scholarships, as well as 
establish an environmental science scholar-in-residence. 
 
The funds are designed to inspire environmentally conscious students to pursue research 
projects that benefit the natural world. This bequest comes a few months after a generous 
$147,000 donation he made to establish the scholarships. The Rachel Carson Environmental 
Science Scholarship, named after the American biologist and conservationist who started the 
modern environmental movement, provides $10,000 per year to support undergraduate or 
graduate student research.  
 
The Honors Scholarship for the Study of the Environment provides $10,000 per year to an 
incoming freshman or transfer student in the Kellogg Honors College. In addition, a scholar-in-
residence program will bring in visiting faculty for teaching and research. 
  
Castro’s bequest sets a historic precedent for the biological sciences department, enabling the 
department to attract internationally known experts who would enrich the educational 
experience of students interested in the environmental sciences, as well as further enhance the 
intellectual life of the department.  
 
In addition to Peter, I want to extend my thanks and appreciation to science faculty members 
Sep Eskandari and Tina Hartney for all their work to steward this project. 
 

* 
As summer is quickly approaching, I’d like to remind you of the opportunity to stay on track and 
move closer to graduation. The summer session offers a wide variety of classes and there is 
something of interest for just about every student.  General registration is open through May 4 
for both 5-week sessions and the 10-week session. To learn more about the summer sessions as 
well as the course offerings, visit the site on your screen. (www.csupomona.edu/summer) 
 
 

* 
The weekend events committee is encouraging students to let out their inner child on May 4 
with a playtime-themed First Friday event beginning at 6 p.m. Students can enjoy a food fair, 
art sale, photo-booth opportunity and T-shirt tie-dying in Bronco Commons. Outdoor activities 

http://www.csupomona.edu/summer


such as rock climbing, miniature golf, and a new, fast-paced table game called Hantis will also 
be available beginning at 6 p.m. at the Intramural Fields.  
 

* 
We have a busy week ahead of us. This Friday at noon, Kellogg West will host the fifth annual 
Chevy Goldstein Distinguished Lecture and Student Research Awards Symposium. This program 
was created to carry on the legacy of Professor Chevy Goldstein, a chemistry professor until her 
untimely passing in 2007. She was internationally recognized for her research in computational-
physical chemistry. The event will be highlighted by awarding student scholarships and a 
presentation from Dr. Rigoberto Hernandez from Georgia Tech.  You can RSVP to the address 
on your screen. (goldsteinaward@csupomona.edu)  
 
Also on Friday, the Department of Physics and Astronomy is hosting a public lecture by Dr. Hui 
Cao of Yale University.  Dr. Cao is a Distinguished Traveling Lecturer sponsored by the American 
Physical Society’s Division of Laser Science. She will be talking about how scientists and 
engineers can emulate tricks used in biology to produce colors and control light.  The entire 
campus community and general public are welcome, with the event beginning at 6:30 p.m. on 
Friday night in the BSC’s Andromeda room. 
 
And the English and foreign languages department is presenting Dr. Patricia Gándara. She will 
discuss what the limited research says about the advantages of bilingualism, and what is known 
about the effects of bilingual education.  It will also address the kinds of programs that best 
promote dual language learning as well as some of the pitfalls in bilingual instruction. Dr. 
Gándara is a professor at UCLA and the co-director of the civil rights project, Proyecto Derechos 
Civiles. Her speech is this Thursday, May 3rd, at noon in the BSC Andromeda room. 
 
And that’s it for today. I hope to see you at the Tasting & Auction on Sunday afternoon. Have a 
wonderful week! 
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