
Monday’s Message – March 21, 2011 
 
Hello everyone… 
 
Today I have to fess up, as you are watching today’s video, Betty Faye and I are in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, where our women’s basketball team will be competing in the NCAA Division II Elite 
Eight Championships. On Tuesday night, the 23rd-ranked Broncos will face 19th-ranked 
Northwest Missouri State in the national quarterfinals. Tipoff is 6:30 p.m. our time. 
 
I know that you can’t all be in Missouri to cheer on the Broncos, but there are a number of ways 
you can watch the game here on campus. Like we did last year during our men’s run to the 
national championship, the Bronco Student Center will host a viewing party. Wear your green 
and gold, bring those noisemakers and watch the game with your friends. 
 
If you can’t be there, you can watch Tuesday night’s game live online at the website on your 
screen. (http://www.ncaa.com/brackets/basketball-women/d2/2011) 
 
Should our women advance to the national semifinals, they will play the winner of the Arkansas 
Tech – Michigan Tech game on Wednesday, March 23, at 6 p.m. our time. That game will be 
broadcast on ESPNU in high definition as well as ESPN3.com. The NCAA Division II national 
championship game is this Friday, March 25, at 5 p.m. 
 
Since the inception of Division II in 1982, no university has won more NCAA women’s basketball 
titles or competed in the championship game more than Cal Poly Pomona. The women’s team 
is enshrined in the Basketball Hall of Fame for having won the first Women’s Division II 
championship.  We are pursuing our sixth women’s basketball championship this week, so I 
hope you will join Betty and me in cheering these talented student-athletes on to victory. 
 

 
 
Back in 1993, a new high school was born, thanks to the vision of members of the Los Angeles 
County Board of Education and then Cal Poly Pomona President Bob Suzuki. Like our own 
campus, International Polytechnic High School, better known as I-Poly, has learning through 
application at its core. After 18 years, I Poly will soon be leaving its modular campus and moving 
to a brand-new facility adjacent to Lot K. 
 
Last week we joined with our friends at LACOE to celebrate the groundbreaking of this 
important new facility, all made possible by voter-passed Propositions 47, 55 and 1D. The new 
campus will officially open in September 2012. I want to send my congratulations to everyone 
at I Poly, especially Principal Elsa Martinez and former Superintendant Darlene Robles. In 
addition I want to express my gratitude to CEIS Dean Peggy Kelly, President Emeritus Suzuki and 
Betty for representing the university on this important day. 
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Finally, as I record this message, the State Legislature has still not resolved whether the tax 
extensions will be on the June ballot. My past messages have provided some harsh realities on 
this issue. Let me repeat what is most critical, if the proposal fails to get on the ballot, or if 
voters reject the tax extensions, the CSU may lose as much as another $500 million.  For us that 
equates to a total reduction of $50 million - from a budget of just over $124 million.  No matter 
where you live, I hope that you are talking to your family, friends and neighbors and asking 
them to take any and every opportunity to lobby your state representatives on behalf of the 
CSU. If you are unsure how to contact your state senator or assembly member, there is a 
website on your screen that makes the process simple. Don’t put this off until it’s too late.  
(http://www.leginfo.ca.gov/yourleg.html)  
 
And that wraps up today’s message. I’m sorry for ending on a sour note but if we don’t all 
mobilize, a cut of this magnitude would devastate the CSU and Cal Poly Pomona. 
 
Thanks for listening and take care. 
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