
Monday’s Message – March 5, 2012 
 
Happy Monday! 
 
As I have mentioned in previous communications, the Graduation Initiative is our highest 
priority. The goal is straightforward: to increase overall graduation rates and find ways to 
decrease the achievement gap among our students. As you would assume, the challenges lie in 
the details.  
 
One of the areas we’re focusing on is boosting performance in the bottleneck courses, which 
would not only put students on a faster track toward graduation, but also open up seats for 
others. 
 
I’m pleased to share with you that the Physics and Astronomy, Mechanical Engineering, and 
Electrical and Computer Engineering departments have all taken the initiative to explore ways 
to enrich such courses to achieve better results.  
 
One example: Steve McCauley, chair of the Department of Physics & Astronomy, and his faculty 
team are looking to augment freshmen physics with one-unit recitation courses, which 
emphasize learning concepts over earning grades. Initial results are promising, but a thorough 
analysis is being undertaken. Graduation Initiative funding is allowing McCauley and his 
colleagues to deeply study the issue. 
 
The Graduation Initiative committee is seeking a second round of requests for proposals from 
other departments interested in enriching classes. Information and specifications are listed on 
the group’s website. (http://www.csupomona.edu/~gradinitiative/enrichingcourses.shtml) 
 

* 
On Sunday night, the NCAA announced the pairings for the Division II basketball tournaments. 
The Bronco women will once again compete in the big dance, entering as the number six seed 
in the West Region. Pomona will take on number three seed Grand Canyon University this 
Friday at UC San Diego. The same two teams met in the 2011 West Region title game, with the 
Broncos winning to advance to the Elite Eight. 
 
The California Collegiate Athletic Association also announced the All-CCAA basketball teams for 
2011-12. On the women’s side, Megan Ford and Sarah Semenero were named to the all-
conference team. Megan has started in 89 straight games for the Broncos, averaging 14.5 
points per game and 9.4 rebounds. Sarah ranks second in three-pointers made with 2.1 per 
game while also averaging two steals per contest to rank fifth in the CCAA. 
 
Mitchel Anderson and Matt Rosser were named to the All-CCAA men’s team. Anderson led the 
team in scoring and rebounding. His recent three-quarter-court buzzer beater brought Cal Poly 
Pomona national attention through ESPN SportsCenter and YouTube.  
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Matt ranked ninth in the CCAA with 2.8 per game assists and played in 115 career games for the 
Broncos. 
 

* 
Representatives from Google and the National Security Agency, as well as other industries, will 
discuss career opportunities for math majors at a panel discussion on Saturday, March 10 in the 
Bronco Student Center. The panel talk is part of the Pacific Coast Undergraduate Math 
Conference, a one-day event that welcomes math majors as well as non-majors who use math 
in their studies. 
 
Specifically designed for undergraduates, the conference features presentations on student 
research, projects or simply an interesting problem. Breakout sessions will cover a variety of 
math topics, as well as graduate school and diversity. 
 
The career panel, starting at 9 a.m., is usually one of the most popular aspects of the 
conference, which draws about 350 undergrads mostly from Southern California. Students will 
have the opportunity to ask questions and hear from professionals who use mathematics in 
their careers.  
 

* 
Last Friday, the Bronco Student Center was the site for a special hearing hosted by the 
California State Assembly’s Select Committee on Post-Secondary Access and Matriculation. 
Under the leadership of Assembly member Roger Hernandez of the 57th district, the hearing 
focused on the lack of preparedness of high school students who desire to attend colleges and 
universities in California. 
 
Provost denBoer represented Cal Poly Pomona at the event, reinforcing our commitment to the 
K-12 community in bridging the matriculation gap. But it’s important to remember that the 
reduced funding for public higher education has and will continue to directly impact the 
quantity of students we admit. Tens of thousands of CSU-admissible students have already 
been rejected over the past five years. The CSU will continue to be out in front on one of the 
most important subjects facing our state. I want to thank Assembly member Hernandez and all 
of the members of the select committee for holding this hearing at Cal Poly Pomona. 
  

* 
And finally, our Collins College of Hospitality Management hosted Hospitality Uncorked 2012, a 
special gala this past Saturday night, celebrating the contributions of Sam Nazarian with the 
Robert Mondavi Wine and Food Award. Nazarian is the Founder, Chairman and CEO of sbe, an 
award-winning hospitality and lifestyle destination company. Special guests included Margrit 
Mondavi and Tim Leiweke, president and CEO of AEG. 
 
Over $200,000 was raised to support scholarships and other college-based initiatives. I want to 
congratulate Dean Andy Feinstein and his entire team for putting together a marvelous evening 
for our alumni and friends in the hospitality industry.  
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One of the real treats of the night was a specially produced video by Lisa McPheron and Cal 
Poly Pomona student Brian Marsh. Let me close out by sharing it with you today. Have a great 
week. 


