
Monday’s Message – February 14, 2011 
 
Good morning everyone… 
 
Almost two years ago, we made the difficult decision to transition our summer 
academic course schedule from state assisted to cash funded. We were among the first 
in the CSU to take this action, and we faced considerable criticism. In hindsight, it was 
the right thing to do – allowing us to offer a greater depth of courses and sessions to 
more students during the following fall, winter and spring quarters. In short, our 
students had greater opportunities and a higher average unit load than most of their 
peers on similar campuses. 
 
Considering the magnitude of the budget cuts and the unique challenges that some 
CSUs have in addressing enrollment targets, Chancellor Reed gave all presidents the 
individual option of going with a state-assisted summer session, which would count 
against their FTE allotment for 2011-12, or going with a cash-funded model. 
 
Our decision needed to go to the Chancellor by March 1, but last Wednesday I notified 
the Academic Senate that we are going to maintain the status quo and keep our cash-
funded summer session. For Cal Poly Pomona, it just makes sense.  
 
We still have not confirmed our 2011-12 enrollment target, but clearly the demand for 
admission is at all all-time high. We have a responsibility to provide our current and 
incoming students with the opportunity to carry a full course load and make progress 
toward their degree – not just grant them a hunting license. 
 
In the coming days and weeks, we will be communicating with students about course 
offerings for this summer and the time frame for registration and costs. I will keep you 
posted. 
 

 
 
I want to thank everyone, especially the event organizers and event chair Alfred 
Magallanes, for their efforts with last week’s Unity Luncheon. Over 400 faculty, staff and 
students participated in the event, which showcased Cal Poly Pomona’s commitment to 
our diverse communities. Events like the Unity Luncheon and the everyday commitment 
by the people that work in our cultural centers really make a difference in the lives of 
our students. I have recently had the occasion to visit with four external review bodies 
and all commented on how widespread and valued diversity is by our entire campus 
community.  The celebration of diversity is one of our core values. Anyone who doubts 



that needs only to attend a Unity Luncheon and hear about the extraordinary work of 
our faculty, staff and students. 
 

 
 
Speaking of core values, our commitment to sustainability will be on display on Tuesday, 
February 22, at Kellogg West, when the College of Environmental Design hosts a one-
day interactive conference called: Greener Valleys: Creating Jobs and Sustainable 
Neighborhoods in the San Gabriel Valley and the Inland Empire. This event will bring 
together elected and appointed public officials, business and community leaders, as well 
as academic and land use professionals. Recognizing that the San Gabriel Valley and the 
Inland Empire are linked by population, economic markets, jobs and transportation, the 
two regions can no longer can forge individual futures, but instead must work together 
for strong and sustained economic growth. If you want more information, visit the 
website on your screen. 

(www.greenervalleys.org) 
 

 
 
Last Thursday in the Bronco Student Center, the university hosted its fourth annual 
Stories of Successful Learning. This event empowers students, faculty and staff to share 
the wide array of methods, venues and assignments that encourage learning. 
 
Attendees got a chance to see 46 class projects, scholarly research and student 
activities. You may not know that this event was originally proposed by a Cal Poly 
Pomona team that attended the WASC annual meeting in 2007. The team learned that 
many colleges and universities have successfully used showcases of learning to share 
best practices and to promote learning-centeredness.  
 

 
 
That’s it for today. Thanks for watching. And to my wife of 28 year - my best friend and 
our First Lady – Happy Valentine’s Day, Betty Faye. 

 

http://www.greenervalleys.org/

