
Monday’s Message – October 18, 2010 
 
It’s Monday, October 18 – Hello everyone!  
 
During my Fall Conference address, I mentioned the incredible significance of the events of this 
week.  
 
This Wednesday, October 20, through Friday, October 22, we will host a WASC Educational 
Effectiveness Review team. This accreditation visit is designed to evaluate our educational 
mission and objectives as well as our system of assessment to ensure the university provides a 
quality education. Without question, this is a period of time where we need to shine, 
showcasing the true excellence of our educational model. 
 
Your active participation, and your willingness to share your stories, can have a tremendous 
impact on our accreditation review. I am hoping that each of you is prepared to get involved in 
your own unique way. You have heard this before, but I want to repeat three important dates 
of events that I hope you can attend. 
 
There will be a campus-wide reception with the WASC EER team on Tuesday, October 19, from 
4:30 to 6 p.m. at Kellogg House Pomona. Then on Thursday, October 21, at noon in the 
University Library, Room 1807, we will host the WASC campus open forum. Finally on Friday, 
October 22, in the business building 6-113, we have scheduled an exit meeting with the 
campus, running from 10:30 to 11 am. 
 
I know it’s premature, but I want to recognize the many people on campus who have worked so 
hard to prepare for our accreditation visits this week. A special note of thanks to Dr. Claudia 
Pinter-Lucke, who has shepherded each of our WASC processes and has positioned the 
university in the best possible way. 
  

*  
 
This is also an important week regarding our campus commitment to emergency preparedness. 
We all know we live in earthquake country. Every small temblor is a reminder of that – and of 
the fact that a large quake could strike at any time. Geologists say it only a matter of when – 
not if –the Big One will hit. We all need to be prepared for that day. 
 
This Thursday at 10:21 a.m., Cal Poly Pomona will participate in the Great California ShakeOut, 
an annual exercise that serves as a reminder of how to respond when the shaking starts. The 
key is to drop, cover and hold on. If you are in a building when an earthquake starts, the last 
thing you should do is run for the exits. The greatest risk comes from falling objects, shattered 
glass, falling down and panic. Instead, make sure you have a clear spot under your desk, table 
or other secure place where you can take cover. Building marshals, floor captains and other first 
responders will both remind you of the drill and answer questions afterward. 
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So remember, drop, cover and hold on this Thursday morning at 10:21 – and ask yourself 
afterward if you have an emergency kit of supplies and a disaster plan in place both at work and 
at home. 
 
As part of the Great California ShakeOut, we will also conduct our quarterly test of the Safety 
Alert System. This emergency messaging system sends Safety Alerts to phones, e-mail 
addresses, text/SMS and TTY/TDD devices. It is used ONLY for emergency communication 
purposes. 
 
The only way to ensure that we can communicate with you in the event of an emergency is to 
keep all of your contact phone numbers, especially your cell number, current in Bronco Direct. 
Our experience shows that text messages are the first form of communication to reach you 
when using the system. Once again, the purpose of all of these activities is to keep you safe. If 
you are a faculty member, staff or students, please visit Bronco Direct and review your 
information. 
 

*  
 
Congratulations to all those who joined Betty and me on Saturday at the 5th annual Matt’s Run 
5k run and walk. A record number of runners and walkers participated in the event, allowing us 
to raise scholarship dollars and celebrate the life of former Cal Poly Pomona student Matt 
Myers. And let’s not forget the Pumpkin Festival, which also enjoyed a huge turnout. It’s 
important to note that a lot of faculty, staff and students work very hard to put events like the 
Pumpkin Festival and Matt’s Run in place, so I want thank you for making a difference. 
 

* 
 

Last Thursday, Pizza with the Presidents returned to the Quad after a one-year sabbatical. Well 
over 500 students participated in a very good discussion with ASI President Ismael Souley and 
me. A frequent theme in many of the questions surrounded the availability of courses. 
Advancing students towards their degree is the foundation of the Graduation Initiative. Campus 
leadership will be evaluating ways we can offer additional courses, especially those that are 
hindering students’ degree progression, throughout the balance of the academic year. This will 
include focusing on our current students as a means of reaching our FTES target prior to 
enrolling new students. 

 
Well, that’s it for today. Have a great week and I will see you at the WASC events. 
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