
Monday’s Message – February 18, 2013 

 

Hello, Broncos! 

*** 

We’re coming off an incredible Homecoming week. The festivities closed with our men’s 
basketball team clinching the CCAA regular season title with a decisive 74-49 win over 
Cal State Monterey Bay.   

Nearly 15-hundred fans witnessed the Broncos earn its fifth conference championship. 
This is the fourth-consecutive home game with one-thousand or more fans in 
attendance. And if you’ve seen our Harlem Shake video, you know how fun Kellogg 
Gym can get. 

Saturday was the Broncos’ 12th straight victory and their record improved to an 
incredible 21-1 overall. Congratulations to coaches Greg Kamansky, Damion Hill and 
Clint Allard. 

There are still four more games in conference play. We may still share the CCAA title 
with second place Cal State San Bernardino, but with just one more win, we will secure 
the first place position outright.  

Join us on Wednesday when we host Cal State L.A. during Faculty and Staff 
Appreciation Night. 

*** 

This weekend, track and field started its season with a bang at the Triangular Meet 
against UC San Diego and Claremont Mudd Scripps.  

The men’s team had three first-place finishes and the women’s team had eight first-
place finishes. Senior Jillian Schmidt showed incredible versatility, earning the top spot 
in four different events: the high jump, long jump, 100-meter hurdles, as well as the 
4x400 relay. The teams were led by head coach Octavius Gillespie-Bennett and his 
team. 

*** 

With our athletic teams doing so well, you can imagine how excited I am to welcome 
Yossi Raz (Yo-See Roz) to the Bronco family as our new men’s soccer head coach. 

College Soccer News named Raz one of the Top 15 assistant coaches in the country 
earlier this year. Most recently, he was associate head coach at Cal State Northridge, 



where he helped the team win its first Big West Conference Tournament last year. As a 
student player for the Division 1 Matadors, he was named Big West Scholar-Athlete of 
the Year. He will be an incredible coach and mentor to our players.  

*** 

We will continue to host meaningful events to encourage conversations about topics 
important to our greater community. As I said last week, George Takei will speak about 
social justice for a digital world on Tuesday, February 19, from 1 to 3 p.m. in the Bronco 
Student Center. 

*** 

On Thursday, February 21, one of the researchers responsible for creating Dolly the 
sheep will speak about the potential of adult stem-cell therapies for treating human 
diseases. For our younger viewers who may not recall, Dolly the Sheep gained 
worldwide renown in 1996 as the first mammal ever cloned.  

Ian Wilmut was a member of the team that cloned Dolly. Today, he is a professor 
emeritus at the University of Edinburgh, where he conducted research that has helped 
treat human diseases such as cystic fibrosis and emphysema. 

His free lecture, “Dolly to Stem Cell Therapy,” is made possible by the Kellogg 
Distinguished Public Lecture Series. The event is sold out, but you can learn more 
about the waitlist by visiting the link below (www.csupomona.edu/~kellogglectures). 

*** 

I am pleased to share Cal Poly Pomona has received a $325,000 grant from Proposition 
63, the Mental Health Services Act, to expand our campus mental health services. 

The 3-year grant brings “train the trainer” programs to campus, which would empower 
faculty, staff, and student leaders to address the many aspects of wellness.  

Mental health has become an issue of national prominence. As the discussions 
continue, one thing is clear. We all play a role in making our communities safer. We 
simply cannot assume someone else will take care of it. 

*** 

Since the Newtown Connecticut shootings, I have heard a number of students, faculty 
and staff express concern about campus safety. Many were not aware of what to do if 
there was an active shooter situation.  

While we hope we will never have to use it, the University Police department has 
drafted guidelines on Sheltering in Place. It is a process for taking shelter for situations 

http://www.csupomona.edu/~kellogglectures/ticket.shtml


like a chemical accident or terrorist attack. You can view the guidelines in the link below 
(http://bit.ly/shelter-in-place).  

I encourage departments that have concerns about their own safety procedures to get 
in touch with Debbi McFall, our emergency services coordinator. You can also sign up 
for Emergency Procedures Training, which is offered each quarter by Environmental 
Health and Safety.  

We all share in the responsibility to help keep our campus safe. That includes staying 
informed, being aware of our surroundings, and speaking up if we have a concern. If 
you or anyone you know might be a danger to himself, herself or others, reach out for 
help. We have a campus violence prevention program that can help. Learn more about 
PolyCARES by visiting the link on your screen (www.csupomona.edu/polycares).  

*** 

This week, I want to close with a video from the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
It offers options you can consider if you ever encounter an active shooter scenario. It’s 
not an all-encompassing or perfect plan, but paired with the police department’s Shelter 
in Place guidelines, it could be the starting point of important conversations with your 
professors, colleagues and coworkers.  

See you next week. 

TRANSITION TO VIDEO: 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oI5EoWBRYmo&feature=player_embedded) 
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