
 

Monday’s Message – January 14, 2013 

 

Hello and Happy New Year! 

This year has gotten off to great start.  

*** 

Last week, Governor Jerry Brown presented his proposed California budget for 2013-2014. It 
looks like state support is finally headed in the right direction.  

The governor’s plan would add 125-million-dollars in state funding for the CSU system. Another 
125-million-dollars that was cut from last year’s budget has also been reinstated with the 
successful passage of Proposition 30. The proposal would keep tuition fees flat and earmark 10-
million-dollars to develop online strategies to get more students through "bottleneck" courses.  

We still have a long way to go considering that Cal Poly Pomona is working with just 62 percent 
of the state funding we received in 2007-2008. However, I am optimistic that this is the 
beginning of a renewed commitment to higher education from the state. 

*** 

Even at a time when budget cuts have seriously impacted the entire university, our faculty and 
staff have excelled in their efforts to provide an excellent educational experience for our 
students. 

The university has once again been named one of the best values in higher education by 
Kiplinger’s Personal Finance magazine. The annual rankings highlight the nation’s top 100 public 
colleges and universities that offer excellence and affordability. Cal Poly Pomona moved up two 
places from the previous year, to 89th. 

Combining excellence and affordability is a part of Cal Poly Pomona’s mission and values. We 
work toward those goals each day, and I am glad to see your efforts have been recognized.  

*** 

On New Year’s Day, the Cal Poly universities’ Rose Parade float won the Bob Hope Humor 
Trophy. The award recognizes the most comical and amusing float in the parade. I hope that 
you felt the same pride as Betty and I when we saw the students’ incredible work come down 
Colorado Boulevard.  



 “Tuxedo Air” depicted a group of penguins determined to learn how to fly. If you want to see 
how the float came together from its humble wire beginnings to its triumphant appearance at 
the parade, visit the link at the bottom of the screen to see a slideshow. 
(http://bit.ly/2013FloatSlideshow)  

*** 

Another student group is also doing exceptionally well.  

The men’s basketball team is off to its best start in university history having won nine games in 
a row.  Their record is now 10 and 1 and are ranked ninth in the nation.  

Terrence Drisdom was named CCAA Player of the Week during the first week of the year. Not to 
be outdone, on the women’s team, J.J. Judge was also named CCAA Player of the Week.  

This Thursday, January 17th, we’ll be hosting Sonoma State on “Pack the Gym” night. There will 
be plenty of free food and giveaways for students who attend. The women’s game starts at 
5:30 and the men’s game begins at 7:30.  

Let’s cheer our teams on as they work to attain another national championship!  

*** 

Students should also mark their calendars for P.M. Pizza with the Presidents on Thursday, 
January 24, at 6 in the Bronco Student Center’s Ursa Major Suite. This event was designed to 
engage our evening students.  

We’re offering free food and an opportunity for students to ask questions of me and ASI 
President Chris Osuala. I’m looking forward to the discussion.  

*** 

Next Monday is a national holiday honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Junior. The Reverend was a 
model of community service. In his honor, the president has called on all Americans to work 
together to solve our nation’s most pressing issues. That goal is one that our university can 
appreciate and work toward throughout the year. To me, the answer to many of our national 
problems comes down to education. 

*** 

As I said, this year is off to an incredible start. Let’s keep up the momentum! Go, Broncos! 


